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2002 Annual Conference

Wildland Firefighter Training

Lanett Fire Department completed 40
hours of wildfire firefighting train-

ing put on by the Chambers County
office of the Alabama Forestry
Commission. There were 23 firemen

who completed the training. They
received hands-on training by helping
the Alabama Forestry Commission with
some control burning on West Point
Lake.

Shown above are firemen on a break, front row, from left, James (Moto) Williams,
Alabama Forestry Commission, and Lanett fireman Sam Thrower; back row, Lanett
firemen Bill Stepp, Chuck Potts, Kelly Meacham and Hal Shelley.

Abig THANK YOU goes out to the
Mobile County Association of

Volunteer Fire Departments for making
our 25th annual conference a huge suc-
cess. Special  thanks go to  confer-
ence Chairman Elaine Dearmon and
President Bill Hunter for the fine job that
you did, along with the help of the Mobile
County firefighters. Everyone had a good
time, learned something new, visited with
friends and enjoyed the delicious seafood
at the awards banquet. To each of you
who did anything to make the conference
move smoothly, we appreciate it very
much.

The training sessions were very inform-
ative. We thank Deputy Chief Doug Sims

and Captain Randy Smith, Mobile Fire
Rescue, for the timely subject matter cov-
ered in the training sessions they hosted.

We thank Linda Werhle and all of the
people at the Holiday Inn who helped
make everything come together.

We also extend a thank you to each one
of the vendors who attended and support-
ed our conference. You provide up-to-
date information and equipment to pro-
mote the quality of service that volunteer
firefighters are able to provide for their
communities.

Make your plans to join us in 2003 in
Fort Payne, Alabama in DeKalb County!

President John Miller presented the
President’s Award to Firefighter Bobby
Atkins for more than 35 years of out-
standing leadership and service to the
citizens of his community in Morgan
County.



Iwish to thank you for your confidence in me to serve for the
eighth time as president of this association.  Over these years we

have made many changes in our volunteer fire service.  Some of
the programs this association has implemented are as follows:
Alabama became the thirtieth state to join the National
Recruitment and Retention program.  A request to the Public
Service Commission to require power companies to provide a
reduced power rate for the volunteer fire departments was suc-
cessful in 1999.  A program to place AEDs in North Alabama
became a statewide project, which will be 85% complete by the
end of 2002.  This association received $235,000 in grants to
apply to this program.  An additional grant from ADECA for
$300,000 was also awarded to the association for the AED pro-
gram.  The first Wild Land Fire Prevention Grant was issued to
104 departments or County Associations in 2001-2002.  This
association sponsored the Second National Fire Service Benefit
Summit in March 2002, with 24 states attending. 

Two programs approved by the association board failed to make
the process.  First, a statewide Public Relations recruiting program
for the volunteers by Lewis Communications in Birmingham.
The cost of this project was estimated to be $100,000, funding for
this program was pending.  Second, funding to supplement depart-
ments whose annual income is less than $10,000 per year.  This
project failed due to this association not getting a commitment for
funding from ADECA or our state legislature.  These two projects
should have top priority of our board for the coming year.  I plan
to resubmit these projects to the AAVFD board at our next meet-
ing.

If you need to contact me after office hours or on the weekend,
you can do so by calling 256-766-4707 or email me at
JDen42@aol.com. 
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2002 Elections

The election of officers for the 2002-2003 year was held at the
general membership meeting on Saturday, June 29, in Mobile,

Alabama.  The following candidates were elected:

President – Johnny Dennis
First Vice President – Joey Boyd

Second Vice President – Clayton Cobb, Sr.
Third Vice President – Steve Dennis

Secretary – Mary Jane Sells
Treasurer – Don Shield

Directors and Alternate Directors were elected from each of the
10 districts and are listed below:

District 1: Calhoun, Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson,
Madison and Marshall counties.

Director – Vernon L. Maroney
Alternate Director – Bobby Abbott

District 2: Blount, Cullman, Jefferson, Shelby, St Clair, Walker
and Winston counties.

Director – Roger D. Wilson
Alternate Director – Euell Hodge

District 3: Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Pickens, Sumter, and
Tuscaloosa counties.

Director – Billy Doss
Alternate Director – Clif Homan

District 4: Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph,
Talladega, and Tallapoosa counties.

Director – Stan Merrett
Alternate Director – Willie R. Wise

District 5: Autauga, Bibb, Chilton, Dallas, Marengo, Perry, and
Wilcox counties.

Director – Danny Orr
Alternate Director – James S. Corley

District 6: Barbour, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, and
Pike counties.

Director – Kenny Givens
Alternate Director – Kyle Hovey

District 7: Butler, Conecuh, Covington, Crenshaw, Escambia,
and Monroe counties.

Director – William A. Neal
Alternate Director – Buck Lee

District 8: Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile, and Washington
counties.

Director – Stanley E. Wood
Alternate Director – Charlie Dixon

District 9: Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Limestone, Lawrence,
Marion, and Morgan counties.

Director – Lawrence W. Huffman
Alternate Director – Marvin Putman

District 10: Bullock, Elmore, Lee, Lowndes, Macon,
Montgomery, and Russell counties.

Director – Chris Smith
Alternate Director – Kalyn Ray

Because of space limitations, the phone numbers and addresses
for the officers and directors could not be printed/however, if you
wish to contact any of them, call the Montgomery office at 334-
262-2833 or toll-free at 1-888-972-2833, and we will be glad to
provide you with the necessary information.

Outgoing President John D. Miller, Jr. swore in the officers,
directors and alternate directors at the awards banquet on
Saturday night.

FROM THE AAVFD
PRESIDENT’S
DESK
by

“I’m Sorry, 

your Honor. 

We had to put

the new 

fire engine 

in next year’s

budget!”
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TUSCALOOSA FIRE EQUIPMENT
1-800-406-7149

3714 HARGROVE ROAD EAST STE. B
PHONE 205-556-0607 TUSCALOOSA, AL 35405 FAX 205-556-0208

1980 American LaFrance
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1500 GPM Pump/1000 Gallon Tank

1980 PemFab Pumper
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1500 GPM Pump/1000 Gallon Tank

1985 TANKER
Diesel Automatic 400 GPM Pump
2000 Gallon Stainless Steel Tank

1980 Ford E-One
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1000 GPM Top Pump/750 Gallon Tank

New
NFPA Compliant

AIRPACK

$1295.00

Lifetime Warranty!

CHIEFTAIN TURNOUT
NFPA APPROVED SET

$775.00 Nomex
$975.00 Advance

Set Includes:

Coat/Pant
Helmet/Hood
Boots/Gloves
Suspenders
Gear Bag

*Oversize Charges Apply
to sizes XXL - XXXXL

SKID UNIT 300 Gallon Tank
Booster Reel
CET Pump

Starting 
at 

$4995.00

FAN
18” Lo-Profile PPV

Pneumatic Tires

HONDA
POWERED!

$1089.00

$30.00 Rebate
on Advance
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“A MINI WITH MINI PRICE”
1977 CHEVY 4 X 4

350 ENGINE 4-SPEED
400 WATEROUS, 250 TANK
GENERATOR & LIGHTS

WINCH IN FRONT BUMPER
PAINTED ORANGE & WHITE

CALL TO SEE HOW CHEAP IT IS

“EXTRA NICE CUSTOM”
1982 SEAGRAVES

318 DETROIT, ALLISON
1500 WATEROUS, 500 TANK

PAINTED ALL RED
CROSSLAYS, HIGH SIDE,

EXTRA CLEAN, LOW MILES
GIVE US A CALL ON IT.

KILPATRICKS NEW MIDI
KILPATRICK FIRE DEPARTMENT IN DEKALB COUNTY TOOK DELIVERY OF THIS 1979 GMC MIDI IN
FEBRUARY, FROM 10-70 FIRE EQUIPMENT. IT HAS A 350 GAS ENGINE, ALLISON AUTO, 400 GPM HALE,
300 GALLON TANK, AND AN ALUMINUM E-ONE BODY. IT IS 4-WHEEL DRIVE, WITH A WINCH IN THE
FRONT BUMPER. IT IS BEING USED TO ANSWER EMS, AND BRUSH FIRE CALLS.
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Nominated by the Escambia County
Volunteer Fire Association, Ginny

Tyler was selected as the recipient of
the 2002 Sherry Garner Memorial
Award.  As a member of Appleton
VFD, she has a 95% turnout rate for all
calls received by the department, the
highest in the department.    

Ginny assumed the duties of depart-
ment training manager, organizing a

system that tracks the qualifications
and re-certification dates for all the
firefighters in the department.  She
is the sole person responsible for
acquiring a new brush truck for the
department.

Ginny has been the key contact point
for various fundraisers during the past
year, which has included Appleton’s
Apple-Fest and two yard sales, raising
over $3,000 for the department.  She
was one of two individuals who signed
up households for donations through
Southern Pine Electric Cooperative.  

Escambia County President Joey
Moffett states,  “Ginny has raised the
quality of community relations between
Appleton Fire Department and the
Appleton community.  In addition to
her work in the fire department in the
community, this has been accomplished
by hosting an annual Easter Egg Hunt,
a Christmas Parade and volunteering to
assist in fundraisers outside of her
department.”

Sherry Garner Memorial Award

William “Bill” M. Hamman was select-
ed as AAVFD 2002 Firefighter of the

Year, not for any heroic deed, but instead
for his selfless, day-to-day participation in
the Spanish Fort Fire Rescue department in
Baldwin County.

Bill coordinated several department proj-
ects, including assistance with construction
oversight on Station 2, maintenance and
painting of all hydrants in the jurisdiction,
and keeping business pre-plans up-to-date.
For his efforts, he was recognized as
“Rookie of the Year”.  In addition to his
“extra” duties, Bill routinely attends week-
ly training drills and a majority of depart-
ment work details.  Bill has been a top
responder since joining the department,
making 60% of all responses.  Bill has also
dedicated an additional 79 service hours in
maintenance and prevention activities.

Bill is a single parent raising two teen-
age daughters.  He is active with his church,
community and school programs.  He is
also part of the American Red Cross
Disaster Response Group.  The ARC rec-
ognized him for his volunteerism at a recent
awards ceremony.  He was chosen by his
fellow firefighters as Baldwin County’s
Firefighter of the Year in 2001.

Baldwin County President Joby Smith
states, “I have personally known Bill since
he moved to this area, and from day one, he
became very active in volunteer work, both
in his community and throughout the coun-
ty.”   Chief Roger Few added, “Heroes walk
amongst us every day, and most go unrec-
ognized.  Bill is a hero in every sense of the
word, not because of heroic acts he has per-
formed, but because of his day-to-day acts
of selfless service to his community.”

2002 Firefighter
of the Year

Competition Results

The Competition this year was held at Battleship Park on Mobile Bay and competition
was strong, with competing teams encouraging each other as the firefighters ran each

of the events.  There were ten departments competing this year, and although all the teams
made heroic efforts, the Thomasville VFD Competition Team came away with the gold,
winning all three of the scheduled events for the seventh straight year.  

East Limestone VFD of Limestone County took second place overall honors, with Lee-
Chambers VFD of Lee County taking third place overall.  We congratulate the winning
teams and each team that competed.  We welcome the new competition teams and look for-
ward to seeing all of the teams, those just starting out and the veterans, in DeKalb County
in 2003.

Competition Chairman Joey Boyd presented the trophies, along with the cash awards
from Treasurer Don Shield, at the Awards Banquet on Saturday night.  The winners in each
event are as follows:

AIR PACK RELAY
TEAM SCORE POINTS

Thomasville 119.44 10 pts
East Limestone 124.43 7 pts
Lee-Chambers 144.69 5 pts

HOSE LAY
TEAM SCORE POINTS

Thomasville 102.53 10 pts
Lee-Chambers 107.41 7 pts
East Limestone 111.71 5 pts

OBSTACLE COURSE
TEAM SCORE POINTS

Thomasville 123.71 10 pts
East Limestone 124.09 7 pts
Sylvania 130.50 5 pts

OVERALL
TEAM POINTS

Thomasville 30 pts
East Limestone 19 pts
Lee-Chambers 12 pts
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First, I would like to thank Mobile County for the outstanding
conference they hosted this year.  I heard nothing but good

comments and the Alabama Battleship museum was a highlight,
not to mention the superb seafood at the banquet.  Thanks for all
the hard work you all endured during this last year to make 2002
AAVFD conference a success.

After making the announcement at the general membership
meeting that “I would not be seeking re-election next year for the
position of AAVFD Treasurer”, I have had numerous calls, ques-

tions and support.  To clarify the announcement, I never said I was
leaving nor taking my support away from the AAVFD, which I
have devoted a majority of my time since 1989.

I feel it is time for someone else to be elected to the prestigious
position of AAVFD Treasurer, this is a position that requires as
much time and dedication as is required of the AAVFD President.
I believe I have served the AAVFD well, and hope to serve the
AAVFD in other positions.  I thank you all for your support in the
past years and hope I can rely on your support in the future.

Don’s Perspective
by Don Shield
Alabama Firefighter

Scholarship Winners

This year’s AAVFD Scholarship winners were announced at
the 25th annual banquet in Mobile on June 29th.  Four

$500 scholarships were awarded this year, and the recipients
were James Clayton Elliott, Madrid VFD, Houston County;
Daniel Davis Homan, Kennedy VFD, Lamar County; Susan
Marie Glass, Langston VFD, Jackson County; and Rebecca
McFarlen Jones, New Market VFD, Madison County.

AAVFD scholarships are award on a one-year basis and
must be applied for each year regardless of previous applica-
tions.  To request an application, you may call the Montgomery

Results of By-Law Proposals
1. Proposal to reinstate sentence giving any member the right to

present an item for consideration at the general business meet-
ing, even though it is not listed on the meeting agenda.  This
proposal was approved.

2. Proposal to allow for the election of officers at the annual meet-
ing each year.  This proposal was approved.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO FIRE PREVENTION 

GRANT RECIPIENTS

As required by the Wildland Fire Prevention Grant Program, a final report of your fire prevention program must be sub-
mitted to the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments no later than September 30, 2002.

The following information is required:

1. A narrative of what was done on your project.
2. How the funds were actually spent (with receipts).
3. Number of man-hours your department put into the project.
4. Approximate number of people to whom your program was presented.

We thank your department/association for taking part in this fire prevention grant program provided by the Alabama
Forestry Commission. Preventing fires saves the volunteer fire service time, money and lives.

office at 1-888-972-2833 or 334-262-2833.  Completed appli-
cations must be mailed to the Montgomery office, to the atten-
tion of the Scholarship Committee, and post marked no later
than March 31, 2003.
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1985 Ford C-8000 Pumper/Tanker
1250 Top Mount Pump

1000 Gallon Tank w/dump
Diesel/5-speed

$39,000

1995 E-One Glider
1250 Hale Pump

750 Gallon Poly Tank

$88,000

1989 E-One GMC Rescue
Non-Walk-In
Generator
Automatic
$49,000

1994 E-One Custom
1250 Pump

500 Gallon Poly Tank
Generator
$94,000

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8

1990 Walk-in Rescue
Complete Extrication Equipment

Call for Price & Details
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2002  •  6:00 PM

Number of Tickets____________        Total Amount ____________

Make checks payable to Chambers County Fire & Rescue Association and mail to Attn:  Firefighter
Appreciation Day, Chambers County Fire & Rescue Association, P O Box 191, LaFayette, AL 36862.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE:  Tickets purchased in advance may be picked up at the door.  NO advance tickets will be mailed.

S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E  B A N Q U E T  R E G I S T R A T I O N

Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation Day
The 18th Annual Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation Day will

be hosted by the Chambers County Fire & Rescue Association
and sponsored by the Alabama Forestry Commission’s Rural
Community Fire Protection Steering Committee.

The RCFP Steering Committee Banquet will be held Friday
night, September 20th at the Valley Sportsplex located at I-85 Exit
77 in Valley, Alabama.  The host motels will be the Holiday Inn
Express (334-756-2000) located in Valley at I-85 Exit 77) and the
Econo Lodge (334-768-3500) and Days Inn (334-644-2181)
located at I-85 Exit 79.  Room rate at the Holiday Inn is $58.00
plus tax, Days Inn is $43.95 plus tax, and the Econo Lodge is
$48.95 plus tax.  

Competition events will be held the following day, September

21st at the Valley Sportsplex, (I-85 Exit 77).  The events will be
the Obstacle Course, Water on the Roof and Air Pack Relay.
There will also be a Brush Truck competition, along with a cake
baking contest and a chili and stew cook off.  Vendors will be on
hand with their exhibits all day Saturday.

In appreciation for the strong partnership between the volunteer
fire service and the Alabama Forestry Commission, the
Commission will provide the seventh RCFP Brush Truck to be put
on permanent loan to one lucky fire department.  Tanner VFD in
Limestone County was last year’s winner.  Registration for the
Brush Truck Drawing will begin on Saturday morning.

For more information, you may contact James “Moto” Williams
at 334-864-9368 weekdays and 334-863-7560 nights and weekends.
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17th Annual
Volunteer Firefighter
Appreciation Day

18th Annual
Volunteer Firefighter
Appreciation Day

Sponsored by 
The Alabama Forestry
Commission Rural
Community Fire Protection
Steering Committee

September 20-21, 2002
Hosted by

CHAMBERS COUNTY 
FIRE AND RESCUE ASSOCIATION

Host Motels

ECONO LODGE
334-768-3500 I-85 Exit 79

DAYS INN
334-644-2181 I-85 Exit 79

HOLIDAY INN
EXPRESS

334-756-2000 I-85 Exit 77
VALLEY, ALABAMA

Contact:

James “Moto” Williams
334-864-9368  - week days

334-863-7560 - nights/weekends

Competition Site:

Valley Sportsplex, Exit 77

COMPETITION EVENTS:
OBSTACLE COURSE

WATER ON THE ROOF

AIRPACK RELAY

BRUSH TRUCK COMPETITION

COOKING COMPETITION

SURPRISE EVENTS

Fully Equipped Brush Truck to
be given away by the Alabama
Forestry Commission

WINNER OF 2001 BRUSH TRUCK
TANNER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT,

LIMESTONE COUNTY

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

DATE TIME EVENT

20st 6:00 p.m. Banquet
21st 7:00 a.m. Registration
21st 8:05 a.m. Captain’s Meeting
21st 8:30 a.m. Competition
21st 9:30 a.m. Cake & Chili Judging
21st 10:00 a.m. Stew
21st 10:30 a.m. Brush Truck Competition
21st 11:30 a.m. Lunch
21st Final Event Brush Truck Giveaway
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1985 E-One Hurricane
1250 Hale Pump

1000 Gallon Poly Tank
Diesel/Automatic

$55,000

1986 Boardman
1250 Waterous Top Mount Pump

1000 Gallon Tank
40 Gallon Foam Tank

$69,000

1995 E-One Hush
1750 Hale Pump

750 Gallon Poly Tank
40 Gallon Foam Tank

$95,000

1995 E-One Rescue Pumper
1250 Hale Pump

500 Gallon Poly Tank
Hydraulic/Electric Reel

$110,000

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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Nectar VFD, Blount County,
recently took delivery of a 2002
Ford F350 rescue truck.  The fully
equipped ALS truck replaces a
1980 Dodge truck that was on loan
from the Alabama Forestry
Commission.  This is the first
“new” truck in the department’s
23-year history.  Nectar firefight-
ers extend their thanks to the
Blount County Healthcare
Authority for their assistance in
obtaining a new extrication tool
and cardiac monitor/defibrillator.

Burnt Corn VFD, Conecuh
County, took delivery of a 2002
Freightliner pumper on June 10th.

Warrior River Fire & Rescue
Service, Jefferson County, recent-
ly took delivery of a 1983 Mack
pumper.

Pine Level VFD, Autauga
County, recently purchased two
new fire trucks to serve the 8,000
residents in their coverage area.

Johnson’s Crossing VFD,
Cullman County, recently pur-
chased a commercial pumper with
a midship mounted pump built on

a Freightliner chassis.  The new
unit purchased from Sunbelt Fire
Apparatus is equipped with the
latest and most modern firefight-
ing features available.

Thomasville VFD, Clarke
County, took delivery of a state-
of-the-art Child Safety House pur-
chased with funds received
through Sec. 1701.2(b)(4) Fire
Prevention Programs 2001 FEMA
Grant Awards.

Spanish Fort Fire Rescue,
Baldwin County, Firefighter of the
Year Bill Hamman was selected
by his colleagues based on level of
involvement, active participation
in responses, as well as training
and service hours.

Spanish Fort Fire Rescue,
Baldwin County, Rookie of the
Year honors went to Joe Younts.
Rookie of the Year is selected by
the firefighters active participation
within the department.

Other awards presented by
Spanish Fort Fire Rescue,
Baldwin County, included:  Chris
Knight as Top Responder and

Brad Jernigan for service in the
area of non-fire suppression activ-
ities.  The Vanguard Award recog-
nizes members of Spanish Fort
Fire Rescue who have attained an
established goal.  Winners were:
Matt Dismuke, Steven Garrett,
Roger Few, Bill Hammond, Byron
Hayles, Leo Hingley, Duwayne
Jackson, Brad Jernigan, Chris
Knight and Joe Younts.

The Lacey’s Spring Volunteer
Fire Department, Morgan County,
held an Open House May 18. The
department is currently renovating
their old station which will be
completed by the end of summer.

The theme of this Year’s Arson
Awareness Week, observed May
5-11, 2002 is “Arson is NOT a
Victimless Crime”.

Congratulations to these departments and their hard working members! Improved ISO ratings are what we are
often measured by and it’s obvious that Alabama Volunteer Fire Departments measure up!

News of the Volunteer Fire Service from across Alabama

THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS statewide continues
to pay off in improved ISO ratings.  Listed below are changes in ratings.

Effective May 1, 2002
Abernant Tuscaloosa – 7/9
Frankville Washington 9/9 7/9
Georgia Mountain Marshall 9/10 5/9
Helwestern Clarke 9/9 7/9
Rabun Baldwin 9/9 7/9
Searcy Butler 8/9 6/9
Tharptown Franklin 7/9 5/9

Effective June 1, 2002
Blountsville Blount 6/9 5/9
Cloverdale Lauderdale 6/9 5/10
Fayette Fayette 5/9 4/9
Limrock/Aspel Jackson 9/10 7/9
Nitrate City Colbert 9/9 5/9
Piney Chapel Limestone 8/9 5/9

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING



P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
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$115,000.

ZERO DOWN – $11,500.00 per year

Bay Fire Products, Inc
P.O. Box 1024
2400 Hwy 31 South
Bay Minette, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025
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And Many More:

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
PLEASE CALL BAY FIRE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS

Bay Fire is a Dealer for the Following Companies:
Akron Elkhart Fyrepel Alcolite
Snap-Tite W.S. Darley Hale Waterous
Kochek FMC John Beam Zico
Dura-Poly Chemguard Dump Valves GFE  
Fire Research MC Products Ashcroft Gauges
Flame Fighter Harrington Valves

Ventry PPV Fans
American La France Parts
Kussmal Electronics
Fire Hooks Unlimited
Grace Ind-Pass Devices

And Many More:

1983 Ford Grumman

3208 Cat. Allison Automatic, 1250 GPM Waterous Pump, 
New 1000 Gallon Poly Tank, Top Mount Pump Panel, 

Deluge Gun, High Side Compartments. Extremely Clean!

1986 Pierce Lance
6V92TA 350 Horse Power, Detroit, Allison Automatic, 

1750 GPM, Waterous Pump, 500 Gallon Poly Tank, 
Top Mount Pump Panel, Deluge Gun, Hydraulic Ladder 

Rack, 4.0 Onan Generator, High Side Compartments

UUsseeffuull  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Bay Fire is now your I-S-I air-pack
Distributor for Parts and Service

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  GGoorrddoonn  VVFFWW!!
Gordon Volunteer Fire Department has taken delivery 
of a new 2002 Luverne 4-Door International Pumper.
Congratulations and Thank You for your business!
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225th Annual Alabama Association of 5th Annual Alabama Association of 

FIRST PLACE OVERALL COMPETITION WINNER
Thomasville VFD,
Clarke County

SECOND PLACE OVERALL
COMPETITION WINNER
East Limestone VFD,
Limestone County

THIRD PLACE OVERALL COMPETITION WINNER
Lee-Chambers VFD,
Lee County

RITA TULLIS is recognized for
her service as AAVFD secretary

GUEST SPEAKER
Senator George Callahan
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VVolunteer Fire Departments Conference olunteer Fire Departments Conference 

Thomas and Slade McLendon present the SUNBELT
FIRE APPARATUS AWARD to Catoma VFD,Montgomery
County.The award is accepted by George Vinson.

AAVFD HONOR GUARD CEREMONY honor-
ing volunteer firefighters who passed away
since last conference.

2002-2003 BOARD MEMBERS ARE SWORN IN by outgoing President John Miller.
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1998 E-One Type III (Demo)
CPR Seat

Cot Included
Only 24,000 Miles

$55,000

1989 E-One Ford C-8000
1250 Hale Pump

500 Gallon Poly Tank
Diesel/Automatic

$25,000

1996 Ferrara Custom
1750 gpm Hale Pump

750 Gallon Tank

$110,000

1988 Saulsbury Heavy Rescue
250 Hale Pump

200 Gallon Poly Tank/40 Gallon Foam
Cascade/Generator

$110,000

1978 E-One Pemfab
1250 gpm Hale Pump

500 Gallon Tank
Diesel/Automatic

$20,000

1995 E-One Commercial
1250 Waterous Top Mount Pump

1000 Gallon Poly Tank
Diesel/Automatic

$88,000

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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Deep South Fire Trucks
238 Hilltop Drive Wats 1-877-272-2333
PO Box 309 Fax 1-423-562-4198
Lafollette, TN 37766 1-423-563-0166

E-mail: dpsouth@ccdi.net

2342 Highway 49 North   Wats 1-800-727-4166
PO Box 261 Fax 1-601-722-4168
Seminary, MS 39479 1-601-722-4166

E-Mail: d4168@aol.com

Picture Shown With Some Options

2003 FL70 Tanker
$79,500.00 or $10,930.00 a year

Starting approx. 1 year after
Delivery

Cummins Diesel

2,000 Gallon Stainless Tank

Air Conditioning

Full NFPA Compliant Light
Package

Over 100 Trucks in Stock Tankers Starting at $30,000.00
Refurbished Ladder Trucks - Pumpers - Mini Pumpers - Tankers & Rescue

www.deepsouthfiretrucks.com
Deep South Truck & Equipment Sales, Inc.
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Obligation -n. a duty, contract, or
promise that compels one to follow

a certain course of action.

When we became firefighters and/or
emergency medical technicians, we assumed
an obligation to help those in our communi-
ties who were in need.  Maybe we didn’t
think much about it when we joined our
department, but we did make a commitment
to our  citizens.  How well are we meeting
those obligations as a firefighter or EMT?

Across Alabama we have hundreds of
AEDs that are now in the hands of volun-
teer firefighters and EMTs.  These units
were placed in the fire departments as a

result of the work done by Senator Tom
Butler, the Alabama Department of Public
Health, the Alabama Association of
Volunteer Fire Departments, the EMS
Regions, and others.  Work is continuing
to try to get these units in every volunteer
fire department (that wants one) in the
entire State.  We have a ways to go, but we
are still working on the job.

Each department that has received one of
these AEDs also received additional obli-
gations to their community.  Did you real-
ize that each of these units come with their
own particular obligations to which you
and your department are responsible? 

What are some of these obligations or
responsibilities?

You are obligated to make sure that:
• you are trained in CPR and the use of

your unit at least every two years.
• you can operate the machine quickly

and effectively.

EMS CORNER

by Gary Cobb
NREMTP

Obligations

• your department is paged out when
there is a need. 

• the unit is delivered to a scene where
it is needed in a timely fashion.

• the unit is ready to be used – the
battery is good and you have at least two
good sets of pads with the unit.

When you received your AED, your
department agreed to meet the above obli-
gations.  If you are lax in any of these,
then you are not fulfilling your obligation
to your family, your relatives, and the
members of your community.

I would hate to try to explain to a per-
son that had just lost a loved one that the
reason we could not save their mother,
father, grandmother, or grandfather was
because the battery was dead in the unit,
or that someone failed to replace the pads
in the unit after its last use, or that we for-
got how to use the unit.  I hope that none
of us ever have an obligation to do some-
thing like this.
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Name/Rank: Firefighter/EMT Mark D. Mansfield,
Career

Department: Overland Park Fire Dept, Overland 
Park, KS

Date of Death: 4/6/02
Cause of Death: Found dead in his bunk at the fire 

station from cause still to be deter-
mined.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Edna Faye Bishop,
Volunteer

Department: Bon Secour VFD, Bon Secour, AL
Date of Death: 4/7/02
Cause of Death: Died from injuries sustained when 

the truck in which she was a pas-
senger overturned en route to fire 
call.

Name/Rank: Rookie Firefighter Kevin Leo Baker,
Volunteer

Department: Mid-North Johnson Co VFD,
Crowley, TX

Date of Death: 4/7/02
Cause of Death: Died from apparent heart attack 

while assisting at scene of gunshot
wound transport.

Name/Rank: Captain William “Jackie” Jackson 
Beard, Jr., Career

Department: Greensboro FD, Greensboro, NC
Date of Death: 4/10/02
Cause of Death: Collapsed of apparent cardiac 

arrest while participating in live fire
training exercise.

Name/Rank: Chief Earl Hemphill, Career
Department: Russell City FD, Russell, KS
Date of Death: 4/11/02
Cause of Death: Struck and killed by piece of fire 

apparatus that lost its brakes when
arriving at motor vehicle accident 
scene.

Name/Rank: Firefighter William J. Tripp, Jr.,
Volunteer

Department: Richford FD, Richford NY
Date of Death: 4/13/02
Cause of Death: Died after collapsing at scene of 

motor vehicle accident while assist-
ing with traffic.

Name/Rank: Firefighter/Driver John Nuber,
Career

Department: Erie FD, Erie, PA
Date of Death: 4/27/02
Cause of Death: Suffered cardiac arrest shortly after

arriving home after being relieved 
of duty due to feeling ill upon 
reporting for work.

Name/Rank: Captain Derek Martin, Career
Department: St. Louis FD, St. Louis, MO
Date of Death: 5/3/02
Cause of Death: Died, along with Capt. Robert 

Morrison, while trying to rescue a 
trapped firefighter inside a burning
two-story brick refrigeration com-
pany building.

Name/Rank: Captain Robert Morrison, Career
Department: St. Louis FD, St Louis, MO
Date of Death: 5/3/02
Cause of Death: Died, along with Capt. Martin, while

trying to rescue a trapped firefight-
er inside a burning two-story brick 
refrigeration company building.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Christopher Kangas,
Volunteer

Department: Brookhaven Fire Company,
Brookhaven, PA

Date of Death: 5/5/02
Cause of Death: Died when struck by vehicle while 

responding on his bicycle to a fire 
incident.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Thomas W. Kickler,
Volunteer

Department: Laurens County FD, Laurens, SC
Date of Death: 5/6/02
Cause of Death: Died of massive heart attack at his 

home shortly after working a dou-
blewide mobile home fire.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Joseph Michael Tynan,
Jr., Career

Department: Brookline FD, Brookline, MA
Date of Death: 5/8/02
Cause of Death: Succumbed to complications due 

to injuries received in the line of 
duty on November 23, 1982 when 
he sustained a severe head injury 
when he fell from fire apparatus 
while responding to alarm.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Jeremy Brown,Volunteer
Department: Screven County FD, Sylvania, GA
Date of Death: 5/14/02
Cause of Death: Died of apparent heart attack in 

one-vehicle accident while 
responding to call in his private 
vehicle.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Sekou Turner, Career
Department: Alameda County FD, San Leandro, CA
Date of Death: 5/22/02
Cause of Death: Died of heart attack while working 

EMS incident.

Name/Rank: Engineer Gerald “Wayne” Allbritton,
Career

Department: Columbus FD, Columbus, MS
Date of Death: 5/29/02
Cause of Death: Died in his sleep at fire station soon 

after returning from emergency call.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Robert Broussard,
Career

Department: Sycuan FD, El Cajon, CA
Date of Death: 5/31/02
Cause of Death: Collapsed and died from cardiac 

arrest while taking annual Pack Test 
for wildland firefighting certification.

“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die.
- G. K. Chesterton

NATIONAL FIREFIGHTER FATALITIES
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Family Ford Sales, Inc.
1602 Florence Boulevard • Florence, Alabama 35630

Phone (256) 764-3351 • (877) 881-3351 • FAX (256) 760-0723

“The Dealership that is totally committed to the welfare of the community.”

These vehicles designed and produced  By: Family Ford Sales For: The Community:

In addition to their expertise in light, medium and heavy duty trucks, our certified sales staff has
over twenty-five years experience in fire-fighting and emergency medical equipment utilization
and training. Come in or give us a call. We will be glad to assist you in any way we can.

Ted Kavich, EMT, Chief Waterloo VFD Gary Friar, EMA
FLEET SALES MANAGER COMMERCIAL SALES

* President Lauderdale County AVFD * Certified Light/Medium Trucks
* Certified Light/Medium/Heavy Trucks

Debra Woods
Commercial Sales
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Volunteer fire departments, county
associations, and other non-profit, fire-
related organizations can advertise in
the “Items For Sale” column for free.
Businesses and other for-profit organi-
zations may advertise here for $22.50
per column inch, per issue.

RURAL COMMUNITY FIRE PROTEC-
TION INSTITUTE MERCHANDISE is
available by calling the Institute office at 1-
800-897-7237 or at booths at many fire
service related functions across the State.

USED FIRE & EMS EQUIPMENT
YARD SALE: Pine Mountain Volunteer
Fire & EMS District (Blount County) will
sponsor a yard sale & swap meet on
Saturday, September 21st from 8:00 a.m.
- 6:00 p.m. This is limited to fire & EMS
related items, new, used or collectibles.
Check your station for your surplus
equipment and call today to reserve your
booth space. For more information con-
tact Chief Ronnie Woods. Night 205-681-
8543 • Day 205-324-0471 (Birmingham)
or 1-800-393-7856 • Fax 205-324-0492 • E-
mail: pmvfd1401@yahoo.com

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

About The Volunteer: The Volunteer is issued 6 times a year: in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov. Articles, information, and adver-
tisements for the newsletter must be in Montgomery not later than the 15th of the month before publication.

Articles & Information: Submissions of articles, letters, and information for inclusion in this newsletter are greatly appreciated and
encouraged. All submissions must include the name, address and telephone number of the sender. No libelous or slanderous material will
be published. We reserve the right to edit for length, corrections, and style.
Other AAVFD Information: ALL Membership information, Insurance information, changes of address, and inquiries having to do
with the AAVFD should be sent directly to the Montgomery office.

AAVFD Officers: Newsletter Editor:
President Johnny Dennis Staff
1st VP Joey Boyd             
2nd VP Clayton Cobb, Sr. Office Staff:
3rd VP Steve Dennis Sandra Mott
Secretary Mary Jane Sells
Treasurer Don Shield

Mailing Address:            AAVFD, Suite 345
660 Adams Ave

Montgomery, AL 36104
Phone number: (334) 262-2833., 1-888-97-AAVFD
Fax number: (334) 262-2834
E-mail: aavfd@mindspring.com
on the Web at www.aavfd.org

Office hours are Monday - Friday, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Chief Billy Harbin, Valley II VFD, Jackson County, passed away on
Mach 13, 2002. The May issue of the newsletter incorrectly listed Chief
Daniel Harbin. Current Chief Daniel Harbin succeeds his father as the
chief of the department.

Chief Rex Butts, Marble Valley VFD, Coosa County, died in a head-on
collision on May 20, 2002.

Julius Pardue, founding member of Lakeview VFD, Tuscaloosa
County, passed away June 7, 2002.

Let us pause a moment to pay our respect to these firefighters for
whom the bell tolled that one last time  as we offer our prayers and
condolences to their families and friends.

Benefits for Fire
Service Survivors

You can access a comprehensive,
state-by-state listing of benefits

for survivors of firefighters who die in
the line of duty at www.firehero.org
under the benefits section or contact
the National Fallen Firefighters
Foundation at  firehero@erols.com or
301-447-1365.

If any Volunteer Fire Department (member or not) has a firefighter die in the line of duty
or as a result of a line of duty injury (examples: at the scene, going to or from the scene),

notify ONE of the following IMMEDIATELY, no matter what day it is or what time of day
or night.  Johnny Dennis– (256) 766-4707 or Joey Boyd (256) 233-1597; or Clayton Cobb,
Sr. (251) 578-2855; or Steve Dennis (334) 283-2110.

A copy of the booklet “Death In Line Of Duty” may be obtained from the
Montgomery office. 1-888-972-2833 or www.aavfd.org.

On May 13, President Bush signed a $190
billion farm bill (HR2646) that not only guaran-
tees higher subsidies to farmers across the coun-
try, but also provides $50 million over five years
in funding for training scholarships for rural fire-
fighters and EMS personnel and financial assis-
tance to state and regional training centers.

The bill directs the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to provide at least 60% of
this funding for competitively awarded grants to
fund partial scholarships for training personnel
in rural areas in firefighting, emergency medical
services, and responding to hazardous materials

and bioagents.
The legislation will also provide financial

assistance to State and regional centers that pro-
vide training for firefighters and emergency
medical personnel for improvements to the
training facility, equipment, curricula, and per-
sonnel.  There is a $750,000 cap on each of these
grants.

The USDA Rural Development Division, the
agency that will be administering this program,
will soon begin putting together the regulations.
Funding will not be available until at least next
Fiscal Year, which begins in October.  

Farm Bill to Benefit Rural Firefighters
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Traditions are important. They help define who we are over the years.
The Tradition Series by Emergency One captures that same commitment
to value. The commitment to craftsmanship, comfort, durability, strength
and especially, to vehicle performance.

Our dealership, Sunbelt, is equally committed to providing unmatched
performance in service to your fire station. Sunbelt has a tradition of
doing whatever it takes to ensure you have the very best in equipment
and that you are fully operational 24-hours a day.

Call Sunbelt today if you would like to start your own tradition.

8111 McGowin Drive - Fairhope, Alabama 36532
800-642-8484 - fax 334-928-9933

P.O. Box 1038 - Raceland, Louisiana 70394
800-882-1955 - fax 504-537-4540

www.sunbeltfire.com


