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M ore than 140 wildland firefight-
ers attended the first-ever
Alabama Interagency Wildland

Fire Academy May 11-20, 2001, to train
in confronting wildland fires that threat-
en life and property. The academy was
developed by the Jefferson-Shelby
Wildland-Urban Interface Advisory
Board as part of an educational strategy
to train firefighters responsible for initial
attack of fires occurring in the wildland-
urban interface.

The term wildland/urban interface
refers to geographical areas where urban
structures – mainly residences – are built
close to flammable fuels found naturally
in wildland areas. The wildland/urban
interface creates two major concerns:
careless actions by homeowners increase
the risk of wildfires and wildfires pose a
greater threat to lives, homes and busi-
nesses.

Interagency Training
Opportunity

House fires are traditionally controlled
by structural firefighters using hoses from
water mains and hydrants. Wildland fire-
fighters, on the other hand, are usually
charged with protection of homes, wood-
lands and their natural resources. Now that
Alabama’s larger cities are expanding into
forests, valleys and hillsides, structural and
wildland firefighters often respond cooper-
atively to house fires that threaten forested
areas and wildland fires that threaten resi-
dential areas.

The Academy was the first of its type
in Alabama designed for interagency
training and cross training. It was espe-
cially effective as a networking and
team-building tool.

Academy’s Success
Prompts Another

for 2002
Alabama’s first Interagency Wildland

Fire Academy was a tremendous suc-
cess. The long-term benefits of the acad-
emy were quickly affirmed when 8
structural firefighters and one paramedic
trained in the school were sent to
Washington State in a 20-man Alabama
interagency crew. In November, five
more joined a Forest Service crew at the
Talladega National Forest in Talladega
County.

When planning the 2001 academy, the

Board estimated a class of 60-65 people.
Once publicity for the academy began,
however, response quickly exceeded the
150 mark. To boost attendance, the
Shelby County Fire & EMS Association
offered scholarships to Shelby County
firefighters. By the end of the event, 145
students had trained in six different
classes and 20 received Red Card
Certification.

Requests for another academy
prompted the Advisory Board to plan a
2002 Academy for April 19-May 10.
Eighteen different classes will be
offered over a three-week period.
Course descriptions, class times and
fees, and a registration form are includ-
ed in this newsletter. Brochures and reg-
istration materials will also be mailed
out. For more information on the
Alabama Interagency Wildland Fire
Academy, contact Harry Kepler at
205-339-0929.

AALABAMALABAMA’’SS FFIRSTIRST IINTERAGENCYNTERAGENCY WWILDLANDILDLAND FFIREIRE AACADEMYCADEMY

Preparing for a field exercise
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I want to take this opportunity to wish each of you a very
Happy New Year! As president of this organization, I

have had the pleasure of attending several county associa-
tion banquets. It is a real pleasure to be associated with the
true heroes of Alabama, the members of the volunteer fire
departments across this great state.

As an association, three bills have been presented to the
Alabama Senate and House for approval and passage. The
first bill deals with Arson related fires, and calls for the
charge of murder if a firefighter or any other individual is

killed as a result of the fire. The second bill would prevent
an employer from dismissing or taking disciplinary action
against a firefighter or emt, who in the performance of
their duty related to an emergency situation, is late for
work. The third bill would protect a firefighter from having
his/her personnel insurance rates increased as a result of
an accident while driving a fire apparatus. If these impor-
tant pieces of legislation are to be passed, it will take the
combined efforts of our membership. I urge each each of
you to let your local representatives know how important
these bills are to you and the fire service.

The Alabama Joint Fire Council met at the Alabama Fire
College on January 11, 2002 to continue discussions with
regard to the Alabama Firefighter Memorial. We met with
the architect and walked the site of the memorial. When
completed, this will be a memorial that all of us can be
proud of. Each volunteer fire department should have
received a brochure regarding donations and instructions of
where to send the funds. With your help, this memorial will
be completed in the next eighteen months.

As we begin this new year of service to our communities,
I thank each of you for your dedication and desire to be of
service to others.

FROM THE AAVFD
PRESIDENT’S
DESK
by

John D. Miller, Jr.
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We Appreciate our Firefighters

Firefighters give of themselves without fail, without hesitation
and without question, to make their respective communities safer.
They are the epitome of community service.

These dedicated individuals deserve an expression of apprecia-
tion from us. We should reflect on the total number of volunteer
hours that are accumulated on a yearly basis by volunteer fire-
fighters. Keep in mind that in addition to the rigors of firefighting
and the many hours of training associated with it, firefighters give
of themselves in many other ways. Their commitment to their
communities usually carries over in their active participation in
civic, recreational, veterans and other projects. When we come in
contact with firefighters, we should shake their hands and thank
them for all they do for us.

A Thankful Alabamian

Letter to the Editor:

“They’re crickets, not beepers.”



The Volunteer Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments January 2002, Page 3

TUSCALOOSA FIRE EQUIPMENT
1-800-406-7149

3714 HARGROVE ROAD EAST STE. B
PHONE 205-556-0607 TUSCALOOSA, AL 35405 FAX 205-556-0208

1989 E-One Hurricane
6 Man Cab Diesel / Automatic

1500 GPM Pump

New
NFPA Compliant

AIRPACK

$1295.00

Lifetime Warranty!

1985 TANKER
Diesel Automatic 400 GPM Pump
2000 Gallon Stainless Steel Tank

18” Lo-Profile PPV
Pneumatic Tires

HONDA
POWERED!

$995.00 

CHIEFTAIN TURNOUT
NFPA APPROVED SET

$775.00 Nomex
$975.00 Advance

Set Includes:

Coat/Pant
Helmet/Hood
Boots/Gloves
Suspenders
Gear Bag

*Oversize Charges Apply
to sizes XXL - XXXXL

THE FERRARA FAN

1983 Ford C Series
5 Man Cab Diesel / Automatic
1000 GPM Pump & 750 Tank

1984 Spartan Pumper
8 Man Cab Diesel / Automatic

1500 Pump / 1000 Tank

1978 Chevy Mini Pumper
Pierce Body

4 Speed Manual Transmission
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Deep South
Truck and Equipment Sales, Inc.

Highland Volunteer Fire Department Gadsden area recently took delivery of their new “Toyne”
fire truck. Some of the features of this Apparatus is a 1250 GPM pump, top mount pump panel,
deck gun, roll up doors, front bumper extension with hose tray and preconnect slide in latter
compartments, and all aluminum body.

“Toyne” has been building top of the line fire apparatus in the same mid-west location since
1942. For all of your fire apparatus needs, from helping complete your desired specifications to
design and drawing help, call us. We also have in stock approximately 30 used and refurbished
apparatuses, we also custom build tankers per your departments needs and requirements.

Member NFPA

P.O. Box 261 • Highway 49 North • Seminary, Mississippi 39479
1-800-727-4166 • Fax 601-722-4168

E-mail Address: D4168@aol.com • Tennessee E-mail Address: dpsouth@CCDI.net
http://www.deepsouthfiretrucks.com/
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Marshall County Association held their Firefighter
Banquet on January 17th.

Luverne VFD, Crenshaw County, placed in service a
new Deep South 1850 Gallon tanker on a 1994
Chevrolet Kodiak chassis.

Congratulations to Chris Burnside, Pea Ridge Fire &
Rescue, Shelby County, who was honored as Fireman of
the Year at their Firefighter Appreciation Dinner on
December 6th.

Mud Tavern Volunteer Fire & Rescue, Morgan County,
held its annual Awards Dinner on December 8th.
Congratulations to Richard Ennis, EMT of the Year;
Michael Greenwell, Rookie of the Year; Paul Kitchens,
Firefighter of the Year; and Kim Kitchens, Outstanding
Service Award of the Year.

Frisco City VFD, Monroe County, held its annual
Awards Dinner on December 8th.  Congratulations to
Vincent Ferraro, Officer of the Year; Sue Starr,
Firefighter of the Year; John Gulley, Rookie of the Year;
and Linda Rowell, Outstanding Firefighter of the Year.

Congratulations to Jacques Prescott who was honored
as Firefighter of the Year by Thomasville VFD, Clarke
County.

Members of the Thomasville, Fulton, Grove Hill,
Antioch, Seyrene-Chance and Coffeeville VFD, Clarke

County, attended a hazardous materials course presented
by Loss Control of Rome, Georgia.  The course covered
many aspects of dealing with hazardous materials,
including running through various leak scenarios, such
as valving off a mock sulphuric acid leak.

Springville VFD, St. Clair County, hosted an EVOC
course in January.

Lacey’s Spring VFD, Morgan County, participated in
the Huntsville Christmas Parade.  Their rescue vehicle
was purchased from Morgan County Association.  

Congratulations to these departments and their hard working members! Improved ISO ratings are what we are often
measured by and it’s obvious that Alabama Volunteer Fire Departments measure up!

News of the Volunteer Fire Service from across Alabama

THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS statewide continues
to pay off in improved ISO ratings.  Listed below are changes in ratings.

Effective November, 2001
Akron Hale 10 7/9
Bethel-Gum Pond Morgan 9/10 5/9
Brownville-Owassa Conecuh 9/9 6/9
Lockhart Covington 7 6/9
White Oak Colbert 7/9 5/9

Effective December, 2001
Emerald Mountain Elmore 9/9 4/9
Nymph Conecuh 9/9 7/9

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING

Lacey’s Spring VFD
Morgan County

Editor’s Note: If you would like an event or item to appear in
“From Here and There”, please submit it to the Montgomery
office before the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Next
deadline will be February 15, 2002 for the March issue.
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1983 E-ONE PEMFAB 
1250 HALE (TOP-MOUNT) PUMP

750 GALLON TANK

1982 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 750 GAL.

1983 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 1000 GAL.

WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANKS TO ALL OF THE ALABAMA FIRE DEPARTMENTS

WE HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE. IT IS AN HONOR TO WORK WITH THE

OUTSTANDING MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ALABAMA FIRE SERVICE. THANK YOU!

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1985 E-ONE HURRICANE
1250 HALE PUMP

500 GALLON TANK

1992 E-ONE PROTECTOR
1250 TOP MOUNT HALE PUMP

1000 GALLON TANK

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8



Page 8, January 2002 Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments The Volunteer



The Volunteer Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments January 2002, Page 9

It’s Not Too Late To Send Your
2002 Insurance Enrollments!

The new year for AD&D insurance enrollments began on
January l, 2002, but it’s not too late to send your

renewals/applications to the Montgomery office.  Policy cost is
$12.00 per year for $10,000 coverage or $20.00 per year for
coverage of $20,000.  Coverage begins on the date your applica-
tion reaches the office.  If you need additional applications, con-
tact the office at 334-262-2833 or 1-888-972-2833.

AAVFD Scholarship Deadline 
is March 31, 2002

The deadline for scholarship applications is March 31, 2002.
This makes it possible for each winner to be recognized at the

school during graduation ceremonies.

Each year four scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each is
awarded.  Each scholarship is given on a one-year basis and must
be applied for each year regardless of previous applications.
Applications must be mailed to the Montgomery office to the atten-
tion of Scholarship Chairman Roy Adamson and postmarked no
later than March 31, 2002.  For information on applying, contact
the Montgomery office at 334-262-2833 or 1-888-972-2833.

CFSI Announces Theme for
Fourteenth Annual Tribute

The Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI) is proud to
announce the theme of the Fourteenth Annual National Fire

and Emergency Services Dinner and Seminars to be held April 18,
2002. The theme of this year’s dinner is, “Protecting Our Nation.”
In part, this theme was inspired by the tragic events of September
11, 2001. On that day, Americans came to understand the unshak-
able resolve of our nation’s first responders. It was a day in which
the virtues of a democratic society triumphed over the ruthless
actions of cowardly terrorists. “In many ways, September 11th rep-
resented a new D-Day, a day in which Americans witnessed ordi-
nary men and women performing extraordinary things in defense
of our nation’s safety and security,” said CFSI Executive Director
Bill Webb.

The event on April 18th will in part to recognize the valor of
those who gave their lives in the terrorist attacks, but it will also
reflect on the contributions of all first responders willing to risk
their lives every day in the line of duty. This year’s dinner promis-
es to be a spectacular event attended by Congressional leaders and
fire service leaders from around the country.

Annual Dues Reminder

Annual dues to AAVFD were due on January 1, 2002 and
should be sent to the Montgomery office.  At the annual

conference in August, the general membership voted to raise
membership dues to $35.00 per department for county associa-
tions with 100% membership, and dues for individual fire depart-
ments were raised to $40.00 per department.

If you have not sent in your dues, please take a moment to do
this now.  If you are not a member and wish to be, contact the
Montgomery office at 334-262-2833 or 1-888-972-2833, and we
will be glad to provide you with membership information.

Annual Award Nominations
Due By May 30, 2002

Each year the Association presents an award for Firefighter of
the Year and the Sherry Garner Memorial Award.  The Sherry

Garner Memorial Award honors Alabama’s first lady firefighter
lost in the line of duty.

The nominated individual must be a member of a volunteer fire
department that is a current member of AAVFD.  No form is nec-
essary.  Recommend the firefighter and tell why you think he or she
should be recognized.  Attach statements by others, if you wish.

These awards are not for valor.  Information about a heroic act
may be included in some recommendations, but these acts are not
necessary to be eligible for one of these awards.  There are many
far-above-average personnel around this state who have not yet
been singled out for their volunteer service to their communities.
This is your opportunity to recognize that person for the many sig-
nificant contributions that they have made.

Nominations must be mailed to the AAVFD office no later than
May 30th.  The awards will be presented at the annual Conference
in Mobile in June.

For only $6.00, you can now subscribe to THE VOLUN-
TEER for the year 2002. THE VOLUNTEER is issued in

January, March, May, July, September and November.

Name_____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________

Fire Department ____________________________________

County____________________________________________

Amount enclosed: $6.00
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The Volunteer focuses on our members. To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit articles to AAVFD, State Office.

Kilpatrick Volunteer Fire Department

Get your Tankard ready for shuttles or 1st
attack with the Waterous PB182515B, 150 PSI,
and 75 GPM. This portable pump can transfer
or deliver water at a rapid 200 GPM with 1 1/2
inch attack line at 150 PSI.

Thank You In Advance

Buddy Gray’s Fire Equipment

Buddy Gray Fire Equipment

6325 Old Montgomery Highway
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405
(205) 345-1296  •  (800) 593-2462 
Fax: (205) 345-1384

Web Page: www.buddygrayfire.com
Email: info@buddygrayfire.com

K ilpatrick Volunteer Fire Department, DeKalb
County, recently took delivery of a 1984
American LaFrance from Buddy Gray Fire

Equipment.

Automatic Transmission • 1000 gallon tank

1500 GPM Pump

Fully Loaded with all 654 points for ISO

This unit will be used as our initial attack piece for structural firefighting.

PB18-2515B
• 18 hp (13kW) Briggs gasoline engine
• 75 GPM (290 l/m) @ 150 psi (10.3 bar)
• 200 GPM (750 l/m) @ 25 psi (1.7 bar)
• Combination pump used most often 

as a skid mounted brush pump for 
Wildland/Attack or Transfer & Supply
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The Volunteer focuses on our members. To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit articles to AAVFD, State Office.

Frisco City Volunteer Fire Department

Firefighters from six counties
toiled for three hours on a
Wednesday in November to put

out the racing flames that gutted four
buildings, threatened City Hall and
marred the face of downtown Frisco
City.  

Destroyed were two vacant store
buildings, Peoples Drugs and
Barfield’s Jewelry.  Smoke and water
did minimal damage to City Hall and
an adjoining furniture store.  Workers
and townspeople rushed to get records
and computers out of City Hall.  Water
sprayed from several directions on the
flames as black smoke billowed into
the sky.  A military helicopter flew
overhead, as well as smaller planes.  

Twenty-seven fire departments
from surrounding counties responded
about noon to the two-story structure
fire.  By the time the blaze was put
out, a third of the buildings in this
Monroe County town’s historic down-
town had been destroyed or damaged.

“The whole town would have gone

up if we hadn’t had help”, said Frisco
City Firefighter Keith Moulton.
Firefighter Jerry Chandler stated, “I’m
going to shake everybody’s hand who
came out”.  Mayor Dot Sims said,
“Frisco City has a lot of rebuilding to
do, but if it had not been for the help
of neighboring fire departments, we
would have lost the town”.

At a time of crisis words cannot
express the heartfelt thanks that we as
a town and community felt.
November 14th brought to our atten-
tion the many volunteers that stand
ready to assist in any crisis.

Again we say thank you.

Fire Departments that responded to
the fire:

Frisco City VFD, Brewton VFD,
Excel VFD, Pine Orchard VFD,
Mexia VFD, ARP FD,
Monroeville VFD, Repton VFD,
Goodway VFD, Range VFD,
Jackson VFD, Franklin VFD,
Thomasville VFD, Bay Minette VFD,
Bermuda VFD, Flomaton VFD,
Friendship VFD, Peterman VFD,
Burnt Corn VFD, Grove Hill VFD,
Huxford VFD, Uriah VFD,
Atmore FD, Poarch VFD,
North Baldwin Beat 1 VFD,
McCullough VFD, Rocky Hill VFD

Fire DeparFi re  Depar tments f rtments f r om s ix  count iesom s ix  count ies
respond to  brespond to  b lazlaz e in  Fr isco Ci tye in  Fr isco Ci ty
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This fact sheet details the PSOB program of the Federal Government. The
State of Alabama basically has the same program using the same guide-
lines of the Federal government. Remember if a death occurs in your
department, it is imperative that you contact AAVFD officers so that correct
procedures are followed in a timely manner. Certain procedures are a must
to receive benefits.
Bureau of Justice Assistance Fact Sheet
Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Program
History
The Public Safety Officers’ Benefits (PSOB) Act (42 U.S.C. 3796, et seq.)
was enacted in 1976 to assist in the recruitment and retention of law
enforcement officers and firefighters. Specifically, Congress was concerned
that the hazards inherent in law enforcement and fire suppression and the
low level of State and local death benefits might discourage qualified indi-
viduals from seeking careers in these fields, thus hampering the ability of
communities to provide for public safety.
The PSOB Act was designed to offer peace of mind to men and women
seeking careers in public safety and to make a strong statement about the
value American society places on the contributions of those who serve their
communities in potentially dangerous circumstances.
PSOB Program Benefits
The PSOB Program provides a one-time financial benefit to the eligible
survivors of public safety officers whose deaths are the direct and proximate
result of a traumatic injury sustained in the line of duty. The benefit was
increased from $50,000 to $100,000 for deaths occurring on or after June
1, 1988. Since October 15, 1988, the benefit has been adjusted each year
on October 1 to reflect the percentage of change in the consumer Price
Index. For fiscal year 2001, the benefit is $151,635.
The PSOB Program provides the same benefit to public safety officers who
have been permanently and totally disabled by a catastrophic personal injury
sustained in the line of duty if that injury permanently prevents the officer
from performing any gainful work. Medical retirement for a line of duty dis-
ability does not, in and of itself, establish eligibility for PSOB benefits.
Since 1977, on average, the PSOB Program has received 275 benefit claims
each year for line of duty deaths of public safety officers. PSOB Program
staff respond rapidly and with sensitivity to requests for assistance from
claimants and public safety agencies. They also provide moral support and,
when necessary, referrals to organizations such as Concerns of Police
Survivors (COPS) and the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF),
which can provide long-term support for surviving family members and co-
workers of deceased public safety officers.
Disability Benefits
Federal, State, and local law enforcement officers, firefighters, and mem-
bers of public rescue squads and ambulance crews are covered for cata-
strophic personal injuries sustained on or after November 29, 1990. The
public safety officer must be separated from his or her employing agency
for medical reasons, and must be receiving the maximum allowable dis-
ability compensation from his or her jurisdiction, in order to initiate a claim
for PSOB disability benefits. Eligible officers may include persons who are
comatose, in a persistent vegetative state, or quadriplegic.
Public Safety Officers Eligible for PSOB Program Benefits
Under the PSOB Program, a public safety officer is a person serving a
public agency in an official capacity, with or without compensation, as a
law enforcement officer, firefighter, or member of a public rescue squad
or ambulance crew. Law enforcement officers include, but are not limit-
ed to, police, corrections, probation, parole, and judicial officers.
Volunteer firefighters and members of volunteer rescue squads and
ambulance crews are covered under the program if they are officially rec-
ognized or designated members of legally organized volunteer fire

departments, rescue squads, orambulance crews.
To be eligible for benefits, a public safety officer’s death or total and per-
manent disability must result from injuries sustained in the line of duty. Line
of duty is defined in the PSOB regulations (28 CFR 32) as any action that
the public safety officer whose primary function is crime control or reduc-
tion, enforcement of the criminal law, or suppression of fires is authorized
or obligated by law, rule, regulation, or condition of employment or service
to perform. Other public safety officers – whose primary function is not law
enforcement, fire suppression, rescue squad, or ambulance duties when the
fatal or disabling injury is sustained.
For PSOB Program benefits to be paid, a public safety officer must be sur-
vived by an eligible survivor; public safety officers cannot predesignate
their beneficiaries.
No PSOB Program benefit can be paid:

If the death or permanent and total disability was caused by the inten-
tional misconduct of the public safety officer or if the officer intended
to bring about his or her own death or permanent and total disability.
If the public safety officer was voluntarily intoxicated at the time of
death or permanent and total disability.
If the public safety officer was performing his or her duties in a gross-
ly negligent manner at the time of death or permanent and total dis-
ability.
To a claimant whose actions were a substantial contributing factor to
the death of the public safety officer.
To noncivilian members of the military serving as law enforcement
officers, firefighters, or rescue squad or ambulance crew members, or
to any of their survivors.

PSOB Benefits do not cover death or permanent and total disability result-
ing from stress; strain; occupational illness; or a chronic, progressive, or
congenital disease (such as heart or pulmonary disease), unless there is a
traumatic injury that is a substantial contributing factor in the death or per-
manent and total disability. Medical proof of traumatic injury (such as a
blood test for carbon monoxide poisoning) may be necessary for coverage
in these cases.
Filing a Claim
Eligible survivors or disability claimants may file claims directly with BJA
or through the public safety agency, organization, or unit in which the pub-
lic safety officer served. In most cases, the public safety agency provides
BJA with sufficient information to determine whether the circumstances of
the death or permanent and total disability support a benefit payment. The
public safety agency prepares a Report of Public Safety Officer’s Death or
Permanent and Total Disability Claim Form to accompany the claim for
death benefits completed by the eligible survivor(s) or, in the case of dis-
ability claims, the prerequisite disability certification package completed by
the injured officer. BJA will determine whether and to whom a benefit
should be paid.
For Further Information
For more information about the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Program
or to share your observations and recommendations, please contact:

U.S. Dept. of Justice Response Center
1-800-421-6770
Bureau of Justice Assistance
Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Program
810 Seventh Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20531
Tel: 202-307-0635
Toll Free: 1-888-SIGNL13 (744-6513)
Fax: 202-307-3373
Internet: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/

Don’s Perspective
by Don Shield
Alabama Firefighter
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P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

$112,000.



Page 14, January 2002 Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments The Volunteer

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
PLEASE CALL BAY FIRE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS

1987 American Eagle
3208 CAT, Allison Automatic, 1250 Waterous Pump,

750 Gallon Tank, Aluminum Body, Akron Foam System,
Deck Gun, Power Inverter, Telescoping Lights,

Strobe Lights

1983 Grumman
3208 CAT Allison Automatic, 1250 GPM Waterous Pump,

1000 Gallon Tank, Top Mount Pump Panel,
Deluge Gun, High Side Compartments.

Extra Clean! Must See!

2000 Luverne Demo
2000 4-door International Luverne With SCBA Seating

Demo / 300 Horsepower Engine, Allison Automatic,
Top Mount 1250 GPM Pump, 1000 Gallon Poly Tank,

Roll-Up Doors, Stainless - Steel Body

1984 Pierce Mini – Pumper
REDUCED

Chevrolet, 350 V8, 300 GPM Waterous Pump,
250 Gallon Poly Tank, Booster Reel With Hose,

Winco 4500 Watt Generator & Foam System



Happy New Year!
From:

Bay Fire Products, Inc.
1-800-453-2025

Bay Fire is a Dealer for the Following Companies:

Akron Elkhart Fyrepel Snap-Tite Alcolite
W.S. Darley Hale Waterous Kochek FMC & John Bean
Dura-Poly Zico Chemguard Dump Valves Fire Research
MC Products Ashcroft Guages Flame Fighter GFE Mfg. Harrington Valves

Ventry PPV Fans
American LaFrance Parts
Kussmal Electronics
Fire Hooks Unlimited
Grace Ind-Pass Devices
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Anniversary
10th19911991 20012001We are Celebrating our10th

Anniversary
P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507

1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

We are celebrating 10 years of success this year!

Thank You to all of our customers!

We have built our reputation on quality, dependability, friendly service and 
standing behind what we sell. We guarantee the same quality standards in the next 

decades to come!

And Many More...
And Many More...

And Many More...
And Many More...
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P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
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The Volunteer focuses on our members. To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit articles to AAVFD, State Office.

Rutledge Volunteer Fire Department

Rutledge VFD held a dedication
ceremony for its newly con-
structed and long-awaited fire

station on November 11, 2001.

Established in 1973, the Rutledge
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department
had long outgrown its small wooden
firehouse and, according to Chief
David Sanders, “It took us two years to
get to this point.  There are many ben-
efits with the new building, but cer-
tainly an important aspect is that our
trucks will now be securely of out of
the cold weather.”  The department has
three fire pumper apparatuses.  The
main suppression unit holds a pump
capable of pumping 1,000 GPM.  The
additional two quick-response units
have a 200 GPM and 180 GPM pump
on them.

The new building, built at a cost of

more than $91,000, contains bays for
three fire trucks and also an enclosed
classroom for training and record
keeping.  The building project was
funded as part of the US Department

of Agriculture’s Community and
Economic Development Project in
Crenshaw County.  The project was
paid for in two parts - $53,000 in a low
interest loan and $38,500 in a grant.
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“A  BARGAIN FOR SURE”

1970 AM. LAFRANCE
8 - V - 71 DETROIT

1250 GPM ALF PUMP
750 GALLON TANK
ONLY 33,000 MILES

$19,000.00

“PRICED TO MOVE”

1966 MACK C-125
MACK DIESEL 5-SPEED
1250 GPM WATEROUS

500 GALLON TANK
RED & WHITE – VERY CLEAN

$12,000.00

USED FIRE APPARATUS * NEW & USED EQUIPMENT

*Your Complete Apparatus Service Center*

Buddy Lacy Randy Williams
Owner/Manager Sales Representative

68 Neel School Road • Danville, AL 35619

10-70 Fire Equipment
Sales and Service
1-888-773-4420



Page 20, January 2002 Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments The Volunteer

S-260 Interagency Incident Business Management
Entry-level logistics and finance/administration posi-
tions, helicopter managers and single resource positions
in the Incident Command System. Prerequisites: None
Dates: May 1-2 Fee: $20.00

PRESCRIBED FIRE
AFS-RxBoss State Prescribed Burn Manager
Curriculum for state prescribed burn bosses.
Prerequisites: None
Date: May 7-10 Fee: $40.00

Prevention
P-151 Wildfire Origin and Cause Determination
Trains potential wildfire investigators
Prerequisites: S-130/190
Date: April 26-28 Fee: $30.00

P-301 Wildland Fire Prevention Training
Intermediate training for persons with fire prevention
planning responsibilities. Prerequisites: None
Dates: May 4-6 Fee: $30.00

OTHER COURSES
ATV/4-Wheeler Operation Basic training in fire
application of ATV/4-wheelers, operation, equipment
and safety. Prerequisites: S-130/190
Date: April 29 Fee: $10.00

Global Positioning SystemsGPS application in
firefighting. Prerequisites: None
Dates: April 20-21 Fee: $20.00

Transport/Dozier Proper operation of transport/dozier
in fire suppression, personal safety and maintenance.
Prerequisites: None
Dates: April 30-May 3 Fee: $40.00

Wildland Fire Academy
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

CLASS TIMES – All classes from 0800 - 1700 unless otherwise noted.
CLASS FEES– Class fee of $10 per day includes materials, breakfast and lunch.

BASIC WILDLAND FIREFIGHTER
TRAINING combines 4 entry-level courses into a
five-day unit. Designed to train new firefighters and as
a refresher course for returning firefighters.
S-130 Basic Firefighter Training & S-190 Wildland
Fire Behavior Basicincident management, firefighting
techniques, equipment, safety, strategy/tactics and fire
behavior. Includes valuable field experience.
S-205 Fire Operations in the Urban Interface
Trains initial attack incident commanders and company
officers in confronting wildland fires.
I-100 Introduction to Incident Command System
ICS organization, terminology and responsibilities
•  Prerequisites: None
•  Completion of 5-day unit and pack test required for

red card certification
•  Studentsare notrequired to take a pack test to

complete this unit
•  Session A- April 19-21 & April 27-28
•  NOTE – April 19th class 1800-2200
• Session B– April 22-26
•  Fee: $50.00

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION
S-212 Wildland PowersawsProper use of chainsaws
and techniques necessary on an incident. For wildland
and prescribed fire crew members. Prerequisites: S-
130/190
Dates April 23-25 Fee: $30.00

S-217/270 Basic Air and Helicopter Operation
Knowledge and skills for working on fire and non-fire
projects around aircraft. Prerequisites: S-130/S-190
Dates: April 22-26 Fee: $50.00

S-131 Advanced Firefighting TrainingTraining for
advanced wildland firefighters and squad bosses.
Prerequisites: S-130/190
Dates: April 26-27 Fee: $20.00

S-230 Crew Boss (Single Resource)Training for crew
boss on a wildland fire incident. Call for prerequisites
Dates: April 27-29 Fee: $30.00

S-211 Portable Pumps and Water UseKnowledge,
skills of portable pump operations. Prerequisites:
S130/190
Dates: May 3-4 Fee: $20.00

S-359 Medical Unit LeaderTraining for medical sup-
port of fire line crews. Prerequisites: EMT and S-
110/260,
I-100/200/300
Dates: April 20-21 Fee: $20.00

Southern Engine Academyis designed to train
firefighters in the use of wildland pumpers and brush
trucks during wildfire and urban interface incidents.
Prerequisites: S-130/190/211/131
PMS 419 Engine Operator
Dates: May 5 - 10 Fee: $50.00

For information, contact
Harry Kepler

1-205-339-0929
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Wildland Fire Academy
Registration/Nomination Form

Please print or type

Name ______________________________________Daytime Phone _________________________________

Organization/Agency__________________________ Address ______________________________________

City ________________ State _____ Zip ________ Social Security Number ___________________________

Shirt Size ________ Pants Size ______ Emergency Contact Name________________ Phone ______________

Please X the course(s) you will be attending:

___ Basic Wildland Firefighter Training Session A Class Fee ___________

___ Basic Wildland Firefighter Training Session B Class Fee ___________

___ S-212 Wildland Powersaws Class Fee ___________

___ S-217/270 Basic Air and Helicopter Operation Class Fee ___________

___ S131 Advanced Firefighter Training Class Fee ___________

___ S-230 Crew Boss (Single Resource) Class Fee ___________

___ S-211 Portable Pumps and Water Use Class Fee ___________

___ S-359 Medical Unit Leader Class Fee ___________

___ S-260 Interagency Incident Business Management Class Fee ___________

___ AFS-RxBoss State Prescribed Burn Manager Class Fee ___________

___ I-100 Introduction to Incident Command Class Fee ___________

___ P-151 Wildfire Origin and Cause Determination Class Fee ___________

___ P-301 Wildland Fire Prevention Training Class Fee ___________

___ ATV-4-Wheeler Operation Class Fee ___________

___ Global Positioning Systems Class Fee ___________

___ Transport/Dozier Class Fee ___________

___ PMS 419 Engine Operator (Southern Engine Academy) Class Fee ___________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED ___________

FEDERAL AGENCY EMPLOYEES MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

List training completed and dates pertinent to the courses selected:

List your past qualifications pertinent to the courses you have selected:

Nominee’s Signature: ________________________________ Working Job Title___________________

District FMO Signature: ________________________________________________________________
I certify the nominee meets the prerequisites. If not, I will put reasons for attending the course in Remarks.

REMARKS:
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The Volunteer focuses on our members. To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit articles to AAVFD, State Office.

Lacey’s Spring Volunteer Fire Department

L acey’s Spring VFD,
Morgan County, com-

pleted a new 8-bay station in
November. It is one of the
largest stations in Morgan
County. President John
Miller attended the dedica-
tion of this new station.
Lacey’s Spring VFD was
formed in 1973. The origi-
nal station was at the
Lacey’s Spring Elementary
School. At that time, the
d e p a r t m e n t  h a d  o n e
veh ic le  and no  rad ios .

Firefighters were alerted by
phone when calls came in. A
modern paging system is
now in use, and the opening

of the new s t a t i o n  w i l l
e n a b l e  t h e  department
to provide up-to-date pro-
tect ion for the community.
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C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 0 2

night cookout meal and the Saturday night banquet.
This will be a great time to be in Mobile! In 2002,

Mobile began a year-long 300-year celebration of the
city’s heritage with the opening of the Tricentennial
Celebration with many events scheduled throughout
the year. The Tricentennial Celebration will display
Mobile’s culture for the world to see!.

For questions concerning Conference 2002,
please contact:

Elaine Dearmon, Chairman
(H) 251-649-6558

or 
(e-mail) semmes07@aol.com

The AAVFD Annual Conference will be held on
Friday and Saturday, June 28 and 29, 2002, in Mobile,
Alabama and will be hosted by the Mobile County
Assocation of Volunteer Fire Departments. The host
motel will be the Holiday Inn (formally Ramada Inn,
600 S. Beltline Hwy, Mobile, AL 36608.The cost of the
rooms will be $70.00 plus tax. Reservations can be
made by calling 251-334-8055 or 1-800-752-0398. A
block of 140 rooms is being held for AAVFD mem-
bers. Rates are good Wednesday through Sunday.

Pre-registration for the Conference will be $20.00
per person and registration at the Conference will be
$25.00 per person. This price will include the Friday

The annual conference will be held on Friday and Saturday June 28 and 29, 2002 in Mobile, Alabama and will be hosted by the
Mobile County Association of Volunteer Fire Depaertments.

Host motel will be the Holiday Inn (formally Ramada Inn) in Mobile. Room rates are $70.00 plus tax, 251-334-8055 or
1-800-752-0398.

Reservations can be made beginning January 2, 2002. Be sure to state that you are attending the AAVFD Conference. Pre-regis-
tration is $20.00 per person and registration will be $25.00 per person at the conference. Please complete the pre-registration

form below.

Please make your check payable to “Conference 2002”.
Mail check and pre-registration form to:

Elaine Dearmon, Conference 2002, P.O. Box 2101, Semmes, Alabama 36575

Enclosed is $__________________________ for ________________________ people.

Our Fire Department is ___________________________________________________________________________________

Please PRINT name of each individual

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N

2002 State Conference Information

SSTTAAYY  TTUUNNEEDD  FFOORR  MMOORREE  IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  22000022
IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  IINN  TTHHEE  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  AAAAVVFFDD  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERRSS
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Name/Rank: David Ray Rendek, Career
Department: Bitterroot National Forest,

Hamilton, MT
Date of Death: 9/3/01
Cause of Death: Struck by falling tree while fight-

ing wildfire in Bitterroot National 
Forest.

Name/Rank: William E. Bennett, Volunteer
Department: Kennedy VFD, Kennedy, NY
Date of Death: 9/4/01
Cause of Death: Killed in a motor vehicle acci-

dent while responding to emer-
gency call.

Name/Rank: Lieutenant Robert Augustyn,
Career

Department: Cicero FD, Cicero, IL
Date of Death: 9/7/01
Cause of Death: While spotting the driver as he 

backed the engine to exit acci-
dent scene in traffic-congested 
roadway, he slipped and became 
trapped under the engine and 
later died of internal injuries.

Name/Rank: Firefighter/Engineer Allan 
Marriott, Volunteer

Department: Port Townse nd FD, Port 
Townsend, WA

Date of Death: 9/8/01
Cause of Death: Collapsed of a cardiac event 

while performing fire ground 
operations.

Name/Rank: Fire Police Lieutenant Willie 
Barns, Volunteer

Department: Country Lakes Volunteer Fire Co.
# 1, Browns Mills, NJ

Date of Death: 9/16/01
Cause of Death: Died of apparent heart attack 

while responding in his private 
vehicle to work a traffic control 
point following a transformer fire
that had disabled traffic lights in 
area.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Clarence Kreitzer,
Volunteer

Department: Bowie VFD Company 19, Bowie,
MD

Date of Death: 9/25/01
Cause of Death: Died of apparent heart attack

shortly after returning home 
from working at the site of a tor-
nado touchdown on the campus 
of University of Maryland in 
College Park, MD.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Bradley Golden,
Volunteer

Department: Westmoreland Fire District – 
Lairdsville FD, Clinton, NY

Date of Death: 9/25/01
Cause of Death: Trapped and overcome by rapid 

fire progress on second floor of 
abandoned house where fire-
fighters had set a sofa bed on 
fire to create smoke for a rescue 
drill.

Name/Rank: Captain Neil Woodward,
Volunteer

Department: Blackman VFD, Baker, FL
Date of Death: 9/26/01
Cause of Death: After removing his young daugh-

ter and working with responding 
firefighters to extinguish bath-
room fire in his own residence,
he complained of chest pain and
died from apparent heart attack 
enroute to hospital.

Name/Rank: Captain Jay Jahnke, Career
Department: Houston FD, Houston, TX
Date of Death: 10/13/01
Cause of Death: Became trapped, along with 

many building residents, on fifth 
floor of 40-story burning building
while conducting search and 
rescue operations. He later died 
from apparent smoke inhalation.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Kenneth J. Frayne,
Volunteer

Department: Channahon Fire Protection 
District, Channahon, IL

Date of Death: 10/13/01
Cause of Death: Died during dive rescue training.

Name/Rank: Captain Bob Marsh, Volunteer
Department: Cal Nev Ari VFD, Las Vegas NV
Date of Death: 10/14/01
Cause of Death: Suffered fatal heart attack while 

responding to reported vehicle 
accident.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Michael Elliott,
Volunteer

Department: Maple Rapids FD, Maple Rapids,
MI

Date of Death: 10/24/01
Cause of Death: Hit by tree when performing 

storm-watch duties while com-
munity was under a tornado 
warning.

Name/Rank: Firefighter William Howzdy,
Volunteer

Department: Glenn Dale Fire Association,
Glenn Dale, MD

Date of Death: 10/25/01
Cause of Death: Heart Attack

Name/Rank: Senior Firefighter Dennis 
“Denny” Dart, Volunteer

Department: Sugar Camp VFD, Rhinelander,
WI

Date of Death; 11/2/01
Cause of Death: Died after suffering heart attack 

while at scene of vehicle fire.

Name/Rank: Firefighter George F. Danielson,
Jr., Volunteer

Department: Mine Hill FD, Mine Hill, NJ
Date of Death: 11/9/01
Cause of Death: Died from multiple injuries sus-

tained when struck by private 
vehicle while directing traffic in 
front of firehouse as fire engines
were returning from fire scene.

“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die.
- G. K. Chesterton

NATIONAL FIREFIGHTER FATALITIES
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Volunteer fire departments, county
associations, and other non-profit, fire-
related organizations can advertise in
the “Items For Sale” column for free.
Businesses and other for-profit organi-
zations may advertise here for $22.50
per column inch, per issue.

FOR SALE: 1976 Ford F250 truck with
4-barrel carburetor, 360 cu. in. engine, 5-
speed manual transmission, Darley
pump panel, PTO driven pump, two 1
1/2” pre-connects, hose reel for 1 1/2”
hose & heavy-duty wench. Can carry 350
ft. of 1 1/2” hose. Will take bids. Low bid
$4,000. Call Robert Pecchioni, McCalla
VFD, @ 205-425-4495.

AAVFD ITEMS AVAILABLE: Following
items can be purchased through the
AAVFD office in Montgomery (address
and phone elsewhere in this issue): Single
color caps $6.; two tone cap $7.; Pins $2.;
Tote Bags $6.00; Patches $2.50; AAVFD
Logo Decals $2.; small Swiss Army Knife
with AAVFD Logo $15.; Prints (copy of
painting) $10.; Matted prints $20.; T-
Shirts $8.; Golf shirt with collar $22.
(Shipping charges will be added.) Golf
shirts come in burgundy, forest green,
navy/white, burgundy/white in L, XL,
XXL and XXXL. 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

About The Volunteer:The Volunteer is issued 6 times a year: in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov. Articles, information, and adver-
tisements for the newsletter must be in Montgomery not later than the 15th of the month before publication.

Articles & Information: Submissions of articles, letters, and information for inclusion in this newsletter are greatly appreciated and
encouraged. All submissions must include the name, address and telephone number of the sender. No libelous or slanderous material will
be published. We reserve the right to edit for length, corrections, and style.

Other AAVFD Information: ALL Membership information, Insurance information, changes of address, and inquiries having to do
with the AAVFD should be sent directly to the Montgomery office.

AAVFD Officers: Newsletter Editor:
President John Miller Staff
1st VP Joey Boyd             
2nd VP Clayton Cobb, Sr. Office Staff:
3rd VP Steve Dennis Sandra Mott
Secretary Rita Tullis
Treasurer Don Shield

Mailing Address:
AAVFD, Suite 345

660 Adams Ave
Montgomery, AL 36104

Phone number: (334) 262-2833., 1-888-97-AAVFD
Fax number: (334) 262-2834
E-mail: aavfd@mindspring.com

Office hours are Monday - Friday, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

If any Volunteer Fire Department (member or not) has a firefighter die in the line
of duty or as a result of a line of duty injury (examples: at the scene, going to or from
the scene), notify ONE of the following IMMEDIATELY, no matter what day it is or
what time of day or night. J ohn Miller– (256) 990-8702 or Joey Boyd (256) 233-
1597; or Clayton Cobb, Sr. (251) 578-2855; or Steve Dennis (334) 283-2110.

A copy of the booklet “Death In Line Of Duty” may be obtained from the
Montgomery office. 1-888-972-2833.

Grover Turberville, Finchburg VFD, Monroe County, passed away in
2000. He was one of the founding members when the department was
formed in 1971.

Alfred James Stabler, Sr., Finchburg VFD, Monroe County passed
away November 8, 2001. He was one of the founding members when the
department was formed in 1971.

Billy Frederick, Detroit VFD, Lamar County, passed away November
29, 2001. He recently retired as Lamar County EMA Director. Billy was
also a past-member of the Board of the Rural Community Fire
Protection Institute.

Chief Carl Vincent Stabler, Finchburg VFD, Monroe County, passed
away December 1, 2001. He was a member of the department for 12
years and served as chief the past four years.

Walter McBurney, Beauregard VFD, Lee County, passed away on
December 11, 2001.

Neal Dispennett, Georgia Mountain VFD, Marshall County, passed
away December 12, 2001. He was a member of the department for over
25 years.

Bobby Upton, Beat 1 and Rocky Hill VFD, Monroe County, died of a
massive heart attack on December 27, 2001. He had served as a faith-
ful member of both fire departments for over 30 years.

Let us pause a moment to pay our respect to these firefighters for
whom the bell tolled that one last time  as we offer our prayers and
condolences to their families and friends.

I n recognition of the important con-
tributions of America’s public safe-

ty officers, Congress raised the one-
time federal benefit to $250,000
under the Public Safety Officers
Benefits (PSOB) Program.  This pay-
ment is effective for eligible line-of-
duty deaths or disability occurring on
and after January 1, 2001. 

Federal Death Benefit 
Increased for 

2001 Survivors



ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS
660 ADAMS AVENUE, SUITE 345
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U.S. Postage
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36119-9651
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TY

Exceeds ECE R-29 
crashworthiness standard

Excellent ergonomics

Seats 4 to 6 personnel; Engine 330 - 370 hp

Superior air conditioning system

E-One standard 10-year cab and paint warranty

8111 McGowin Drive
Fairhope, Alabama 36532

800-642-8484
Fax: 251-928-9933

P.O. Box 1038
Raceland, Louisiana 70394

800-882-1955
Fax: 985-537-4540

www.sunbeltfire.com

PHOON™Announcing...
The New
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Harless
1-800-873-4730
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