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2002 2002 State ConfState Conf erence Inference Inf ormationormation
The AAVFD Annual Conference will

be held on Friday and Saturday, June
28 and 29, 2002, in Mobile, Alabama and
will be hosted by the Mobile County
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e
Departments. The headquarters motel
will be the Holiday Inn (formally the
Ramada Inn Airport), 600 S. Beltline
Hwy, Mobile, AL 36608.

Registration
Pre-registration for the Conference

will be $20.00 per person and increases
to $25.00 when you register at the
Conference. Included in this fee are the
Friday night cookout meal and the
Saturday night banquet. (Pre-registration
form included in this newsletter.) You
must have your registration nametag to
eat at the cookout on Friday night and at
the banquet on Saturday night.

Elections
At the annual business meeting on

Saturday, elections will be held to fill the
officer and board member positions

Officers: The nominating committee
made the following recommendations:

For the Office of:
President  . . . . . .John Miller (I)

Johnny Dennis
Vice President

Southern Area  . . . .Clayton Cobb, Sr. (I)
Bill Hunter

Central Area  . .Steve Dennis (I)
Northern Area Joey Boyd, Sr. (I)

Secretary  . . . . . .Rhonda McKissack
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Jane Sells    

Treasurer  . . . . . .Don Shield (I)
Floor nominations at the annual meet-

ing may join these. Per AAVFD By-
Laws, all candidates, except those pre-

sented by the nominating committee,
must be  present at the annual business
meeting and be nominated from the floor.
All six officers are elected by majority
vote of the members in attendance and
those members represented by proxy.

Board Members: Each district
(1 through 10) will elect two individuals
to represent their district on the Board of
Directors for the coming year. AAVFD
By-Laws require that those two individu-
als shall not be from the same member
department and, in so far as possible,
shall come from different geographical
areas within the district. Directors and
Alternate Directors shall be elected by a
committee consisting of one individual
from each dues-paid general member
department from within the district (one
vote per department present) at the
general meeting.

Jeanie Peterson, Proud US Citizen, Tacoma, Washington, for-
warded this picture to AAVFD. She states, “Please share with all
your fellow heroes to thank you for your hard work. You are the
heroes that we meet everyday.” This ice sculpture was done by
Canadian artist, Darlene Racicot.

She has warmed hearts across the continent although she’s
made of ice, leaning tenderly on the shoulder of an

exhausted New York firefighter who is holding a U.S. flag. It’s
all part of an ice sculpture created to pay tribute to the courage
of emergency workers in New York on Sept. 11. 

Since images of Darlene Racicot’s entry in the South
Porcupine-Porcupine Winter Carnival ice sculpture contest
were posted on the City of Timmins Municipal website, The
Daily Press has received a flood of e-mails from across the
continent requesting information, including how to contact
and thank Racicot for her thoughtful and moving artistry.

How did the artist responsible for such an outpouring of
appreciation get her inspiration? It started as it has grown, with
an e-mailed image from a friend, a photo of an actual New
York firefighter at ground zero, with an angel digitally added,
said Racicot. “It was so touching - it really moved me when I
saw the picture. I thought maybe it would have the same
impact on people if I did it three dimensionally.”

Ironically, Racidot, who had won first place for a number of
years, had thought she’d sit this year’s competition out, to

allow others their place in the sun. When she saw the picture,
she was so moved she felt she had to act on it.

AngAngelic Firefighter Ice Sculptureelic Firefighter Ice Sculpture DraDraws Attentionws Attention
Story and Photo courtesy of 

The Daily Press, Timmins, Ont.
A division of Osprey Media Group, Inc.



The Alabama Legislative session for
2002 has come and gone with no

appreciable results, granted some
city/county fire service bills made it
through the hoops. By visiting the Rural
Community Fire Protection Institute web
site www.RCFPI.com, and opening legis-
lation, you can see for yourself. Until such

time as the fire service addresses the issue
of not having fire service members in the
House and Senate speaking for the fire
service, we will be fighting a battle that
can’t be won from the outside. Granted the
Alabama fire service does have supporters
in the legislative bodies and we appreciate
these legislators, we also need some with

direct ties to the Alabama fire service.

Addressing issues within the Alabama
Fire Service as individuals is not going to
make it in today’s society; NUMBERS
count and NUMBERS are counted when
addressing issues. The day when the emer-
gency services of Alabama come together as 

Continued on Page 5

As the end of my term as president of the Alabama Association
of Volunteer Fire Departments comes to an end, I want to

thank the members of the association for this opportunity. It has
been a great honor to serve side by side with each of you in the fire
service. During my tenure, I was able to attend many of the coun-

ty association dinners and learn first hand the time and effort each
of you devote to your communities.

This year, our annual meeting will be held in Mobile on 28-29
June. I encourage you to make plans to be in attendance at this
meeting. The meeting provides the opportunity to renew old and
establish new friendships. 

This meeting is important, as we will elect the officers and
directors for the upcoming year.

Efforts are still underway to construct a Firefighter Memorial at
the Alabama Fire College. If your department or county association
has not purchased a brick, I encourage you to do so as soon as pos-
sible. There are no state funds available for this project and your
help is needed if we are to properly honor our fallen firefighters.

Again thanks for a great year, look forward to seeing you in
Mobile.
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I N S I D E  T H I S  E D I T I O N

by John Robison, State Fire Marshal

The Residential Fire Safety Institute
has announced the 9th Annual Life

Safety Achievement Award Campaign
to recognize fire departments in each
state who experienced no fire related
deaths during the calendar year 2001.

I am proud to say that several fire
departments in Alabama have qualified
for these awards in years past, but am sad-
dened to say that most departments quali-
fying do not submit applications to The
Residential Fire Safety Institute for recog-

nition. Unless the departments make
application, the institute has no way of
knowing who they are and therefore never
isssue the appropriate certificates.

It has been my pleasure to co-sign these
awards each year and I look forward to
doing so later this year. In some cases it
has been possible for me to personally
present the certificates during local fire
department Fire Prevention Week activi-
ties and this year every effort will be made
to do that in every case. I personally chal-
lenge every fire department in Alabama
qualifying for this recognition to do so,

thereby making it impossible for me to
visit each department between October
6th and 12th.

Fire prevention is the first job of
every fire department and the elimina-
tion of fire related deaths is a direct
result of everyone’s fire prevention
activities.

The deadline for this year’s applica-
tions is July 31st. For more information
contact Roy Marshall at 712-829-2734
or Dana Bies at 763-416-0527 or check
website: firesafehome.org

9th Annual Life Safety Achievement Award Campaign

Don’s Perspective
by Don Shield
Alabama Firefighter
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TUSCALOOSA FIRE EQUIPMENT
1-800-406-7149

3714 HARGROVE ROAD EAST STE. B
PHONE 205-556-0607 TUSCALOOSA, AL 35405 FAX 205-556-0208

1980 American LaFrance
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1500 GPM Pump/1000 Gallon Tank

1980 PemFab Pumper
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1500 GPM Pump/1000 Gallon Tank

1985 TANKER
Diesel Automatic 400 GPM Pump
2000 Gallon Stainless Steel Tank

1980 Ford E-One
5 Man Cab Diesel/Automatic

1000 GPM Top Pump/750 Gallon Tank

New
NFPA Compliant

AIRPACK

$1295.00

Lifetime Warranty!

CHIEFTAIN TURNOUT
NFPA APPROVED SET

$775.00 Nomex
$975.00 Advance

Set Includes:

Coat/Pant
Helmet/Hood
Boots/Gloves
Suspenders
Gear Bag

*Oversize Charges Apply
to sizes XXL - XXXXL

SKID UNIT 300 Gallon Tank
Booster Reel

CET Pump

Starting at $4995.00

FAN
18” Lo-Profile PPV

Pneumatic Tires

HONDA
POWERED!

$1089.00
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Board of Directors Meeting

The next meeting of the AAVFD Board of Directors will be at
the Annual conference in Mobile on Friday, June 28th at 4:00

p.m. The Association’s annual meeting will be Saturday, June
29th, at 2:00 p.m.

Directions to Mobile Holiday Inn
The Holiday Inn in Mobile is located beside I-65, and going

south, the motel will be on your right. Exit from I-65, southbound
at Airport Blvd., West, Exit 3. Immediately, take the FIRST pos-
sible right hand turn; a VERY SHARP RIGHT onto the service
road. Continue around the curve, and the Holiday Inn is on your
left.

Firefighter of the Year and
Sherry Garner Memorial
Awards Due by June 20, 2002

Each year the Association presents an award for Firefighter of
the Year and the Sherry Garner Memorial Award. The Sherry

Garner Memorial Award honors Alabama’s first lady firefighter
lost in the line of duty.

The nominated individual must be a member of a volunteer fire
department that is a current member of AAVFD. No form is nec-
essary. Recommend the firefighter and tell why you think he or
she should be recognized. Attach statements by others if you wish.

These awards are not for valor. Information about a heroic act
may be included in some recommendations, but these acts are not
necessary to be eligible for one of these awards. There are many
far-above-average personnel around this state who have not yet
been singled out for their volunteer service to their communities.
This is an opportunity to recognize that person for the many note-
worthy contributions that they have made.

Nominations must be mailed to the AAVFD office no later than
June 20th. The awards will be presented at the annual conference
in Mobile.

Don’s Perspective – Continued From Page 2

a team of 40 or 50 thousand strong will be the day all of us will see
changes being made for the betterment of our service, citizens and
communities we all protect and support.

Fire Service support for the Alabama Firefighter Memorial
being constructed at the Alabama Fire College through the efforts
of the Alabama Joint Fire Council, along with a plaque to be dis-
played at the state capital is a little discouraging. Only 14% of the
Volunteer Fire Departments, Volunteer County Assn. and Fire
Districts whose total numbers are close to 1,087 have chosen,
thus far, to send monetary support for the construction. Your pur-
chase of a brick is critical. If you need additional information
about the Alabama Firefighter Memorial, check the AAVFD web
page www.aavfd.org go to Newsletter, November issue.

Fund Raiser Drawings

Anyone who wishes to sell tickets for a fundraiser drawing at
the AAVFD Annual Conference must get prior approval

from the AAVFD Board. Send a letter outlining the item you pro-
pose to give away to the Montgomery office no later than June
1st. Approval will be sent in writing, and you must have it with
you at the Conference.

Competition Update
Well, here’s an update on the competition in Mobile. As I said

before, I have come up with something new for this year’s com-
petition. I feel it will add to the competition this year. It will be
something like the hose lay as you know it now, but with some
changes. It will require the same equipment as the hose lay & the
same number of team members. The difference will be in how
you extend the hose line & what is done after you extend the line.
The rest will be explained the day of competition. Have I got you
wondering so far?

Now for the other two events that will be run. This year we will
run, or better yet, ya’ll will run, the air pack relay & the obstacle
course. We will not run the water on the roof, because I’m not
sure we will be running at the park, and a hard surface is needed
to make it even for all.

If there are any questions feel free to email me at fights-
fire@aol.com. I will be glad to answer any question you may
have other than any further about the new event. If you don’t have
email you can always call me at 256-233-1597. If you get to talk
to the machine just leave a message, I’ll call you back. Good
Luck to All.

Joey Boyd

2002 Insurance Coverage 
for Firefighters

Accidental Death & Disability insurance coverage for the
year 2002 is still available and is a bargain. Policy cost is

$12.00 per year for $10,000 coverage or $20.00 per year for cov-
erage of $20,000. Coverage began on January 1, 2002, but it is
not too late to send your renewals/applications to the
Montgomery office. If you need further information, contact the
office at 334-262-2833 or 1-888-972-2833.

Annual Dues Reminder

If you have not sent in your 2002 dues, please take a
moment to do this now. If you are not a member and

wish to be, contact the Montgomery office at 334-262-
2833 or 1-888-972-2833, and we will be glad to provide
you with membership information.
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1978 HAHN
DIESEL 5 SPEED

1500 GPM / 500 GALLON

1980 PIERCE
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GALLON

1985 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GAL.

1989 E-ONE FORD C-8000
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GALLON

1983 MACK TANKER
9 SPD ROAD RANGER

1000 GAL / 200 GPM PTO

1985 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 1000 GALLON

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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Lamar County EMS and Firefighter
Appreciation Day was held on April 13,
2002.

Escambia County Volunteer Fire
Association held its 3rd Annual
Firefighter Appreciation Banquet on
April 13, 2002. Congratulations to
William A. Gorum, Huxford VFD, A. C.
Cook Memorial Award; Jerry King,
Brewton FD, Career Firefighter of the
Year; Sammy Smith, Escambia County
Rescue Squad, EMS Person of the Year;
Ginny Tyler, Appleton VFD, Female
Volunteer Firefighter of the Year; and
Wayne Washburn, Huxford VFD, Male
Volunteer Firefighter of the Year.

Harvest-Monrovia Water Authority is
making a HUGE upgrade of its water
system and fire hydrants in Madison
County.

Monroe County Association of
Volunteer Fire Departments held its
annual Awards Banquet on April 20,
2002. Congratulations to Jimmy
Spann, Beatrice VFD, Outstanding
Citizen Award; Robert Smith, Uriah
VFD, Fire Chief of the Year; Bill
Bennett, Uriah VFD, Firefighter of the
Year; Kevin Young, Excel VFD,
Rookie of the Year and James Stabler,

Finchburg VFD, EMT of the Year.

Mobile County Association of
Volunteer Fire Departments held its
annual Awards Banquet on April 20,
2002. Congratulations to Timothy
Dodge, St. Elmo-Irvington VFD,
Firefighter of the Year; Bill Hunter,
Dauphin Island VFD, Administrator of
the Year; and Wanda Boles, Georgetown
Fellowship VFD, EMS Person of the
Year.

Frisco City VFD, Monroe County,
took delivery of a new Class-A E-One
pumper on March 11th. The 2002
Freightliner Chassis-Cab pumper was
delivered fully equipped.

Jeff Simpson, member of the Virginia
State Firefighters Association who was a
volunteer EMT with Drumfries-Triangle
Rescue Squad, lost his life at the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001.
The remains of Jeff were found on
March 23, 2002 in the southeast corner
of Tower #2, which was the second
building hit, but the first to fall. Jeff was
found with 12 others that day, including
a number of FDNY personnel and Port
Authority Police personnel. It is believed
that this group was establishing a triage
area in that part of the building when the

collapse occurred. Jeff was the only vol-
unteer firefighter to die at the World
Trade Center.

Hale County Association of Volunteer
Fire Departments held its annual Awards
Banquet on April 27th. Congratulations
to Tim Miller, Lock 5 VFD Firefighter of
the Year; Eliga Knox, Akron VFD
Firefighter of the Year; Jason Hughen,
Moundville VFD Firefighter of the Year;
Luevenia Dedrick, Sawyerville VFD
Firefighter of the Year; Joe Chauncey,
Stewart-Havana VFD Firefighter of the
Year; Les Averitte, Friendship VFD
Firefighter of the Year; Randy Wilburn,
Newburn VFD Firefighter of the Year;
and James Gunter, Gallion VFD
Firefighter of the Year. Buddy Burdette
was honored posthumously for his serv-
ice to Greensboro VFD. Greensboro
Chief Ritchie Roberts, who is retiring,
was honored for his years of service to
the department. Hale County Deputy
Ken Robertson was honored with the
Community Service Award for his assis-
tance to the county’s fire service.

The theme of this Year’s Arson
Awareness Week, observed May 5-
11, 2002 is “Arson is NOT a
Victimless Crime”.

Congratulations to these departments and their hard working members! Improved ISO ratings are what we are
often measured by and it’s obvious that Alabama Volunteer Fire Departments measure up!

News of the Volunteer Fire Service from across Alabama

THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS statewide continues
to pay off in improved ISO ratings.  Listed below are changes in ratings.

Effective March 1, 2002
Coffeeville Clarke 8/9 7/9
Grove Oak DeKalb 9/9 7/9
Lanier Talladega – 9/10
St. Stephens Washington 9/9 7/9
Trimble Cullman 9/10 6/9
Vina Franklin 6/9 5/9

Effective April 1, 2002
Asbury Marshall 9/9 6/9
Coatopa Dug Hill Sumter – 9/10
Dixonville Escambia 10 9/10
Fruitdale-Yellow Pine Washington 9/9 7/9
Malvern Geneva 8/9 6/9
Millbrook Elmore 5 3
Pintlala Montgomery 7/9 6/9

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING

PRIOR CURRENT
DEPARTMENT COUNTY RATING RATING
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1983 E-ONE FORD C-8000
1250 HALE TOP MOUNT

2000 GALLON TANK
AVAILABLE 3RD QUARTER

1991 E-ONE HUSH
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1500 HALE/500 GALLON

1989 E-ONE HUSH
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE/500 GALLON

1987 GMC WALK-IN RESCUE
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

ON BOARD CASCADE

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8



AAVFD Secretary Rita Tullis will
accept proxy votes at the Conference

on Friday, June 28, 2002 from 1:00 p.m.
until 4:00 p.m. On Saturday, June 29th,
proxy votes will be accepted from 9:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m., with a lunch break
from 11:00 a.m. until noon, and resuming
from 12 noon until 2:00 p.m. Location
will be announced.

According to AAVFD By-Laws, all
proxy votes shall be called for three times
by the presiding officer as the first agenda
item following the opening ceremonies.
All proxy votes must be turned in to the
Secretary before the third and final call
for proxy votes. Once the third and final
call is given and the presiding officer has
officially declared the proxy votes closed,
proxy votes cannot be accepted from any-
one for any reason.

All proxy holders who will be casting
proxy votes at the annual business meet-
ing are reminded that no proxy vote will
be honored for a department having one
or more members at the meeting.
Although a proxy ballot containing a list
of all county departments is sent to each
county president, a department is NOT
required to give its county president, or
anyone, the authority to cast its depart-
ment’s vote. If one person is present at the
meeting that person shall vote their
department’s one vote; whether that per-
son votes or not, the proxy holder shall
not be entitled to vote for that department.

In order for the annual meeting to
progress in a timely manner, it will be
very helpful for the representative from
all departments voting to come by and
register with the Secretary during the

hours set aside to accept proxy votes.
However, any person voting for their own
department is entitled to a ballot up until
the final call for proxy votes has been
made.
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The Volunteer focuses on our members. To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit articles to AAVFD, State Office.

St. Elmo-Irvington Volunteer Fire Department
The St. Elmo-Irvington Volunteer Fire Department has recently

taken delivery of a 2001 KME Tanker Pumper Fire Engine. The
engine, put into service on Dec. 27, 2001, carries 3000 gallons of
water and can pump 1000 gallons of water per minute. This appa-
ratus is one more piece of equipment that the fire department has
acquired to provide better service to the community.

The St. Elmo-Irvington Volunteer Fire Department has
recently placed a light rescue truck into service. The truck is
equipped with a Hurst Jaws of Life, a 4000-watt generator, air
compressor, and hand and power tools to conduct any type of
rescue, from auto extrication to entrapments.

2002 AAVFD Conference Schedule
FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2002
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. . . . . . . .Registration at Holiday Inn Lobby
Noon – 5:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . .Vendor Time
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. . . . . . . .Training/Info Time

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  . . . .World Trade Center – Ground Zero
Presented by Deputy Chief Doug Sims
Mobile Fire Rescue

2:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  . . . .Responding to Clandestine Drug Labs
Presented by Captain Randy Smith
Mobile Fire Rescue

Noon – 1:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . .Lunch on your own
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. . . . . . . .Board of Directors Meeting
6:00 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cookout Meal (Bring your name tag)

SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2002
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. ..............Registration at Holiday Inn Lobby
8:30 a.m. ..................................Competition Captains Meeting
9:00 a.m. – Noon ....................Competition at Battleship Park on Mobile Bay
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. ..............Vendor Time
Noon – 1:00 p.m. ....................Lunch on your own 
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. ..............Annual Business Meeting
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. ..............Children’s Entertainment
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. ..............Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 p.m...................................Awards Banquet at Battleship Pavilion
9:30 p.m. – 1:30 a.m. ..............Social Time at Holiday Inn Vendor Room

Proxy Votes Being Accepted at Conference
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1999 E-ONE FL80
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 1000 GALLON

2001 E-ONE JACKRABBIT
100 GPM

240 GALLON TANK

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8

1970 HAHN
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1500 GPM / 500 GALLON
WILL SELL OR TRADE TOWARDS

TANKER
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Harless

1-800-873-4730

ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS

BY-LAWS
Section 15

All proposed amendments to these By-Laws shall be submitted to the President, in writing, at least forty-five
(45) days prior to the annual meeting.  The President shall submit the proposed amendments in writing to all
voting members at least twenty (20) days prior to any meeting.  The proposed amendments may then come
before the annual meeting and must be approved by at least 2/3 of the voting members present to become
effective.

Proposed By-Law Changes
(For the Annual Business Meeting, 2:00 p.m., June 29, 2002)

At the annual meeting of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments in Sheffield, Alabama,
on August 4, 2001, the general membership of the Association voted to make a change in the by-laws
allowing the AAVFD Board of Directors to determine the date and site of the annual conference each year.
Two necessary changes to the by-laws relating to the implementation of this change were not addressed at
this time. These two by-laws changes are presented to rectify this oversight.

Change 1. Reinstate the sentence in Section 6. MEETINGS. The Association also may transact any other
business deemed necessary during such annual meeting.
SYNOPSIS: This sentence was inadvertently omitted when the date and site change was presented last
year. This gives any member the right to present an item for consideration at the general business
meeting, even though it is not listed on the meeting agenda.

Change 2. Delete the words IN AUGUST OF in sentence in SECTION 9. ELECTIONS. Elections will be
held at the annual in August ofmeeting each year.
SYNOPSIS: This change will bring this provision into agreement with the 2001 change providing the
authority of the Board of Directors to set the date of the annual meeting.



P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
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$115,000.

ZERO DOWN – $11,500.00 per year

Bay Fire Products, Inc
P.O. Box 1024
2400 Hwy 31 South
Bay Minette, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025
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And Many More:

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
PLEASE CALL BAY FIRE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS

Bay Fire is a Dealer for the Following Companies:
Akron Elkhart Fyrepel Alcolite
Snap-Tite W.S. Darley Hale Waterous
Kochek FMC John Beam Zico
Dura-Poly Chemguard Dump Valves GFE  
Fire Research MC Products Ashcroft Gauges
Flame Fighter Harrington Valves

Ventry PPV Fans
American La France Parts
Kussmal Electronics
Fire Hooks Unlimited
Grace Ind-Pass Devices

And Many More:

1983 Ford Grumman

3208 Cat. Allison Automatic, 1250 GPM Waterous Pump, 
New 1000 Gallon Poly Tank, Top Mount Pump Panel, 

Deluge Gun, High Side Compartments.

1986 Pierce Lance
6V92TA 350 Horse Power, Detroit, Allison Automatic, 
1750 GPM, Waterous Pump, 500 Gallon Poly Tank, 

Top Mount Pump Panel, Deluge Gun, Hydraulic Ladder 
Rack, 4.0 Onan Generator, High Side Compartments

UUsseeffuull  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Bay Fire is now your I-S-I air-pack
Distributor for Parts and Service

2001 Luverne 
2001 Spartan-Luverne Demo. 10” Raised Roof, 6-man Cab,

315 Cummins, Allison Automatic, Stainless Steel Body, roll-up
doors, 1250 Waterous Pump, 1000 Gallon Poly Tank

$165,000
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2002 National Fire2002 National Fire
Johnny Dennis, Summit Chairman

During March 17-20, 2002, this
association hosted the second

National Fire Service Benefit Summit
in Orange Beach. Twenty-seven states
registered to attend this summit; how-
ever, three states failed to make the trip
to Alabama.

The three-day event got off to a
rocky start because of a number of
unforeseen weather-related events. On
the west coast (Washington State),
snow and ice was a major problem; this
delayed Washington Fire Service rep-
resentative Brigette Smith from arriv-
ing in Houston in time to make her
scheduled flight to Pensacola. Other
flights were cancelled from landing in
Pensacola because of two days of
heavy fog. By late Sunday, the 17th, all
state representatives and sponsors had
made the trip either by car or air.

At the first summit that was hosted
by the North Carolina Firefighters
Association, representatives from each
state made their presentation regarding
benefits provided to their firefighters.
These ranged from low-cost insurance
programs to states providing free col-
lege tuition. Many other issues were

discussed, such as the number of paid
and volunteer firefighters, the structure
of the associations, and the methods in
funding the association, recruiting and
future legislation regarding benefits.
AAVFD Treasurer Don Shield present-
ed a power point presentation of
Alabama’s volunteer fire service. We
had little to offer compared to other
states; however, our recruiting and
AED program was of major interest to
many. Mr. Shield’s presentation pro-
vided details of both programs.

The three-day summit provided a

wealth of information; the Rural
Community Fire Protection Institute is
presently processing this data. Once
completed, each state and vendor that
attended this summit will receive a CD
containing this information. Due to the
success of this meeting, it was agreed
to appoint a committee to draft the
guidelines for future summits. Mr. Paul
Miller, State of North Carolina, Helen
Johnson, State of Texas, Jeff Sedivec,
State of California, Edward Carpenter,
Jr., State of New York and Johnny
Dennis, State of Alabama, were
approved to serve as this committee.

We wish to thank all the states and
sponsors who attended the 2002 summit
in Alabama. The following are the states
and sponsors who made this summit a
great success: Alabama, Arkansas,
California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Michigan,
Nebraska, New York, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas,
Vermont ,  Vi rg in ia ,  De laware ,
Minnesota, Washington, Pennsylvania,
Massachuset ts ,  Kentucky  and
Connecticut.

Sponsors: Volunteer Firefighters
Insurance Services (VFIS), Medtronic
Physio-Control, Long & Foster
Insurance, Provident Agency, Coastal
Benefit Group, UBS/Paine Webber, A+ 
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SerService Benefit Summitvice Benefit Summit

Auto & Home Insurance Plus and
Benefit Management Group, Inc.

Fire Service Organizations: National
Volunteer Fire Council, Alabama Rural
Community Fire Protection Institute,
Alabama Forestry Commission and the
Alabama Fire College.

The Third National Fire Service Benefit
Summit will be hosted by the State of
California in 2003. Details of the location
and date will be submitted to the commit-
tee as soon as Mr. Jeff Sedivec, President
of the California State Firefighters
Association, makes details final.

My personal thanks to all those who
attended the Alabama summit. We look
forward seeing each of you, with the new
states that will be attending at the 2003
summit in California.
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On March 25, 2000, Alabama became the thirtieth state
to join the National 1-800-FIRE LINE Recruitment and
Retention Program.

This program is designed to draw the attention of the
general public to the need for volunteers. Each county and

fire department was asked to do its part in publicizing the
program. Public Service announcements for television and
radio tapes designed for public presentation, and recruit-
ment posters have been utilized in this effort. Below is a
list of responses that have been received to date:

Responses to Recruitment & Retention Program

COUNTY

Autauga . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Baldwin  . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Barbour  . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Bibb
Blount
Bullock  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Butler
Calhoun
Chambers
Cherokee . . . . . . . . . . .1
Chilton . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Choctaw
Clarke
Clay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Cleburne
Coffee  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Colbert  . . . . . . . . . . . .2

COUNTY

Conecuh  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Coosa
Covington
Crenshaw
Cullman . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Dale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Dallas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
DeKalb  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Elmore . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Escambia  . . . . . . . . . .1
Etowah  . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Fayette
Franklin
Geneva  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Greene
Hale
Henry  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

COUNTY

Houston . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Jackson  . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Jefferson  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lamar
Lauderdale  . . . . . . . . .1
Lawrence . . . . . . . . . . .1
Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Limestone  . . . . . . . . . .1
Lowndes  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Macon  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Madison  . . . . . . . . . . .2
Marengo  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Marion
Marshall  . . . . . . . . . . .1
Mobile  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Monroe
Montgomery  . . . . . . . .1

COUNTY

Morgan  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Perry
Pickens  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Pike
Randolph
Russell
Shelby  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
St Clair  . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sumter
Talladega
Tallapoosa
Tuscaloosa
Walker  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Washington
Wilcox
Winston
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . .65
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Deep South Fire Trucks
238 Hilltop Drive Wats 1-877-272-2333
PO Box 309 Fax 1-423-562-4198
Lafollette, TN 37766 1-423-563-0166

E-mail: dpsouth@ccdi.net

2342 Highway 49 North   Wats 1-800-727-4166
PO Box 261 Fax 1-601-722-4168
Seminary, MS 39479 1-601-722-4166

E-Mail: d4168@aol.com

Picture Shown With Some Options

2003 FL70 Tanker
$79,500.00 or $10,930.00 a year

Starting approx. 1 year after
Delivery

Cummins Diesel

2,000 Gallon Stainless Tank

Air Conditioning

Full NFPA Compliant Light
Package

Over 100 Trucks in Stock Tankers Starting at $30,000.00
Refurbished Ladder Trucks - Pumpers - Mini Pumpers - Tankers & Rescue

www.deepsouthfiretrucks.com
Deep South Truck & Equipment Sales, Inc.
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C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 0 2

night cookout meal and the Saturday night banquet.
This will be a great time to be in Mobile! In 2002,

Mobile began a year-long 300-year celebration of the
city’s heritage with the opening of the Tricentennial
Celebration with many events scheduled throughout
the year. The Tricentennial Celebration will display
Mobile’s culture for the world to see!.

For questions concerning Conference 2002,
please contact:

Elaine Dearmon, Chairman
(H) 251-649-6558

or 
(e-mail) semmes07@aol.com

The AAVFD Annual Conference will be held on
Friday and Saturday, June 28 and 29, 2002, in Mobile,
Alabama and will be hosted by the Mobile County
Assocation of Volunteer Fire Departments. The host
motel will be the Holiday Inn (formally Ramada Inn,
600 S. Beltline Hwy, Mobile, AL 36608.The cost of the
rooms will be $70.00 plus tax. Reservations can be
made by calling 251-334-8030 or 1-800-752-0398. A
block of 140 rooms is being held for AAVFD mem-
bers. Rates are good Wednesday through Sunday.

Pre-registration for the Conference will be $20.00
per person and registration at the Conference will be
$25.00 per person. This price will include the Friday

Please make your check payable to “Conference 2002”.
Mail check and pre-registration form to:

Elaine Dearmon, Conference 2002, P.O. Box 2102, Semmes, Alabama 36575

Enclosed is $__________________________ for ________________________ people.

Our Fire Department is ___________________________________________________________________________________

Please PRINT name of each individual

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N

The annual conference will be held on Friday and Saturday June 28 and 29, 2002 in Mobile, Alabama and will be hosted by the
Mobile County Association of Volunteer Fire Depaertments.

Host motel will be the Holiday Inn (formally Ramada Inn) in Mobile. Room rates are $70.00 plus tax, 251-334-8030 or
1-800-752-0398.

Be sure to state that you are attending the AAVFD Conference. Pre-registration is $20.00 per person and registration will be $25.00
per person at the conference. Please complete the pre-registration form below.

2002 State Conference Information

SSTTAAYY  TTUUNNEEDD  FFOORR  MMOORREE  IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  22000022
IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  IINN  TTHHEE  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  AAAAVVFFDD  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERRSS
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Harless
1-800-873-4730

©1999 Pierce Manufacturing, Inc.  ®Pierce, the Pierce logo and We build Confidence are registered trademarks, and Contender Service is a trademark of Pierce Manufacturing, Inc., Appleton, WI USA



Name/Rank: Chief Ray Ebel, Volunteer
Department: Newaygo Fire District, Newaygo, MI
Date of Death: 2/18/02
Cause of Death: Collapsed from an apparent heart 

attack at the scene of a house fire 
and a short time later at the 
hospital.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Shane Murray,
Volunteer

Department: Jefferson City FD, Jefferson City,TN
Date of Death: 3/1/02
Cause of Death: Died from injuries received while 

working a house fire.
Circumstances related to the 
fatality and to several other fire
fighter injuries incurred at the 
scene are pending further investi-
gation.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Richard Dake,
Volunteer

Department: LaGrange FD, LaGrange, KY
Date of Death: 3/4/02
Cause of Death: Struck and ejected from fire 

apparatus he was driving as he 
attempted to cross at railroad 
crossing during a training 
exercise.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Joshua Brandon 
Earley, Career

Department: Harrisburg Volunteer FD & 
Rescue, Harrisburg, NC

Date of Death: 3/6/02
Cause of Death: Died of burns received at scene 

of structure fire while advancing 
line when wooden floor of house 
gave way, and he fell into the 
basement.

Name/Rank: Firefighter/Paramedic Timothy J.
“T.J.” Lynch, Volunteer

Department: Manlius FD, Manlius, NY
Date of Death: 3/7/02
Cause of Death: Died from burns and smoke 

inhalation received after falling 
into basement when floor of 
burn ing residential structure col-
lapsed.

Name/Rank: Firefighter/Paramedic John 
“Gino” Ginocchetti, Career

Department: Manlius FD, Manlius, NY
Date of Death: 3/7/02
Cause of Death: Died from burns and smoke 

inhalation received after falling 
into basement when floor of 
burn ing residential structure col-
lapsed.

Name/Rank: Lieutenant Leo Leon Swank,
Volunteer

Department: Bellville-Jefferson Township FB,
Belleville, OH

Date of Death: 3/16/02
Cause of Death: Died from apparent heart attack 

while returning to station from 

residential structure chimney fire.
Name/Rank: Clarence Francis Birchmore,

Volunteer
Department: Whiting FD, Whiting, VT
Date of Death: 3/16/02
Cause of Death: Suffered heart attack responding 

to alarm in his personal vehicle.
Vermont State Police also 
responding to the call found his 
car along the side of the road.

Name/Rank: Senior Engine Supervisor Joan 
Spear, Career

Department: MT DNRC Fire & Aviation 
Management, Dillon Unit, Dillon, MT

Date of Death: 3/18/02
Cause of Death: Collapsed and died while partici-

pating in fitness training from 
cause to be determined.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Adam Lee 
Weisenberger, Volunteer

Department: Gluckstadt VFD, Madison, MS
Date of Death: 3/20/02
Cause of Death: Died after being struck by auto-

mobile while assisting the injured 
at accident scene.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Bernes “Bernie”
Schutte, Volunteer

Department: Palisade VFD, Palisade, NE
Date of Death: 3/20/02
Cause of Death: Collapsed on the front lines while 

battling a wild land fire. He was 
later pronounced dead at the 
hospital.

Name/Rank: Captain Allen Frye, Volunteer
Department: Roslyn Rescue FD, Roslyn 

Heights, NY
Date of Death: 3/25/02
Cause of Death: Killed and another firefighter 

injured when a private vehicle 
crossed through road barriers 
and striking them as they stowed 
equipment.

Name/Rank: Chief Louis Jones, Career
Department: Roswell FD, Roswell, NM
Date of Death: 3/26/02
Cause of Death: Died of gunshot wound to head 

from a burn victim when he and   
others were attempting to assist at
the scene of a house explosion.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Fred McNeil Johnson,
Volunteer

Department: Abingdon VFD, Abingdon, VA
Date of Death: 3/28/02
Cause of Death: Experienced secondary chest pains

and cardiac arrest during a training
session.

“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die.
- G. K. Chesterton

NATIONAL FIREFIGHTER FATALITIES
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“TOP MOUNT BEAUTY”
1976 HOWE/DUPLEX

350 HP CUMMINS, AUTOMATIC
1000 GPM WATEROUS TOP MOUNT

500 GALLON STEEL TANK
PAINTED ALL BEIGE

CROSSLAYS, LEFT HIGH SIDE

ONLY $20,000.00

“A  READY TO GO 
PARADE TRUCK”
1979 PIERCE CUSTOM

8-V-71, AUTOMATIC
1000 WATEROUS & 500 GAL. TANK

PAINTED ALL BEIGE
CROSSLAYS & HIGH SIDES
EXCEPTIONALLY CLEAN

$30,000.00

SAND ROCK MOVES UP
SAND ROCK FIRE DEPARTMENT IN CHEROKEE COUNTY TOOK DELIVERY OF THIS 1982 HAHN CUS-
TOM ENGINE FROM 10-70 FIRE EQUIPMENT IN MARCH 2002. IT HAS A DETROIT DIESEL, ALLISON
AUTOMATIC, 1250 HALE PUMP, AND 600 GALLON TANK. 10-70 ADDED A FULL STROBE LIGHT PACK-
AGE, THE LEFT HIGH SIDE COMPARTMENT. THIS IS THE SECOND ENGINE THAT THE DEPARTMENT
HAS PURCHASED FROM 10-70. THIS ENGINE REPLACED A 1963 MACK ENGINE.
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Volunteer fire departments, county
associations, and other non-profit, fire-
related organizations can advertise in
the “Items For Sale” column for free.
Businesses and other for-profit organi-
zations may advertise here for $22.50
per column inch, per issue.

RURAL COMMUNITY FIRE PROTEC-
TION INSTITUTE MERCHANDISE is
available by calling the Institute office at 1-
800-897-7237 or at booths at many fire
service related functions across the State.

AAVFD ITEMS AVAILABLE:
Following items can be purchased
through the  AAVFD o f f i ce  in
Montgomery (address and phone else-
where in this issue): Caps $7.00; Pins
$2.00; Tote Bags $6.00; Patches $2.50;
AAVFD Logo Decals $2.00; small Swiss
Army Knife with AAVFD Logo $15.00;
Prints (copy of painting) $10.00; Matted
prints $20.00; T-Shirts $10.00; Golf shirt
with collar $22.00. (Shipping charges will
be added.) Golf shirts come in burgundy,
forest green, navy/white, burgundy/white
in L, XL, XXL and XXXL. 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

About The Volunteer:The Volunteer is issued 6 times a year: in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov. Articles, information, and adver-
tisements for the newsletter must be in Montgomery not later than the 15th of the month before publication.

Articles & Information: Submissions of articles, letters, and information for inclusion in this newsletter are greatly appreciated and
encouraged. All submissions must include the name, address and telephone number of the sender. No libelous or slanderous material will
be published. We reserve the right to edit for length, corrections, and style.
Other AAVFD Information: ALL Membership information, Insurance information, changes of address, and inquiries having to do
with the AAVFD should be sent directly to the Montgomery office.

AAVFD Officers: Newsletter Editor:
President John Miller Staff
1st VP Joey Boyd             
2nd VP Clayton Cobb, Sr. Office Staff:
3rd VP Steve Dennis Sandra Mott
Secretary Rita Tullis
Treasurer Don Shield

Mailing Address:
AAVFD, Suite 345

660 Adams Ave
Montgomery, AL 36104

Phone number: (334) 262-2833., 1-888-97-AAVFD
Fax number: (334) 262-2834
E-mail: aavfd@mindspring.com

Office hours are Monday - Friday, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Judi Click, Copeland Ferry VFD, Walker County, passed away March 23,
2002. She was a charter member of this department, and as well as serving
as an active firefighter, was currently serving as Chairman of the Board.

John David Sullivan, McIntosh VFD, Washington County, passed away
March 23, 2002.

Harvy Simpson, Samantha VFD, Tuscaloosa County, passed away on
March 24, 2002. In addition to serving as an active firefighter, he also served
as President of the Board.

Edna Fay Bishop, Bon Secour VFD, Baldwin County, died from injuries sus-
tained when the fire truck overturned enroute to a fire call on April 7, 2002.

Chief Daniel Harbin,Valley II VFD, Jackson County, passed away on April 14,
2002. He had served as chief of the department since its organization in 1983.

Margaret Wilkes, Pace’s Point VFD, Tallapoosa County, passed away of
cardiac arrest following a live burn training session on April 20, 2002.

Donald Ross Hathcox, Arkadelphia VFD, Cullman County, was killed in a
vehicle accident on April 23, 2002.

Chief Tommy Henderson, Odenville VFD, St. Clair County, passed away
April 30, 2002 after a battle with cancer.

Let us pause a moment to pay our respect to these firefighters for
whom the bell tolled that one last time  as we offer our prayers and   con-
dolences to their families and friends.

Each October a grateful nation honors its
fallen fire heroes during the National

Fallen Firefighters Memorial weekend. This
year will mark the 21st observance of the
national tribute and will include the largest
number of firefighters killed in the line of
duty in the history of America’s fire service.

The National Fallen Firefighters

Foundation announced that the annual
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service
honoring over 400 firefighters, who died in the
line of duty in 2001, will be honored in
Washington, DC October 4-7. The memorial
service will be held in Washington, DC, on
Sunday, October 6, 2002, at the MCI Center, a
20,000-seat sports and concert arena.

The unprecedented number of firefighters
being honored this year necessitated moving
the memorial service from the site of the
National Fallen Firefighters Monument in
Emmitsburg. This year’s service will honor
those who died at the World Trade Center
along with those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice across the country.

2002 National Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service 

If any Volunteer Fire Department (member or not) has a firefighter die in the line of duty or as a result of a line of duty injury (examples:
at the scene, going to or from the scene), notify ONE of the following IMMEDIATELY, no matter what day it is or what time of day or

night.  John Miller– (256) 990-4927 or Joey Boyd (256) 233-1597; or Clayton Cobb, Sr. (251) 578-2855; or Steve Dennis (334) 283-2110.
A copy of the booklet “Death In Line Of Duty” may be obtained from the Montgomery office. 1-888-972-2833.
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36119-9651
Permit No. 284

TY

Exceeds ECE R-29 
crashworthiness standard

Excellent ergonomics

Seats 4 to 6 personnel; Engine 330 - 370 hp

Superior air conditioning system

E-One standard 10-year cab and paint warranty

8111 McGowin Drive
Fairhope, Alabama 36532

800-642-8484
Fax: 251-928-9933

P.O. Box 1038
Raceland, Louisiana 70394

800-882-1955
Fax: 985-537-4540

www.sunbeltfire.com

PHOON™Announcing...
The New


