
The Official Newsletter of the
ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS

November 2001

The Alabama Fire College has pur-
chased and placed into service a

2000 Class One Rescue Truck. The
rescue vehicle was manufactured by
E-One and has a Freightliner chassis.
This rescue vehicle is fully-equipped
as a transport  rescue unit, with emer-
g e n cy medical supplies to meet all the
requirements of an Advanced Life
Support (ALS) ambu l a n c e .

The Fire College will use the rescue
vehicle on all resident division courses
which require drill field activ i t i e s .
These courses include, but are not lim-
ited to, the follow i n g :

• F i r e fighter I and II • Hazardous
Materials  Technician • SCBA
Specialist • Rescue Te c h n i c i a n - R o p e
Rescue • Rescue Te c h n i c i a n - Tr e n c h

The purchase of this fully-equipped
rescue/transport vehicle allows the
Alabama Fire College to meet NFPA
Standard 1403, Live Fi re Tra i n i n g

Evolutions, which states “ e m e rge n c y
medical services shall be available on
site to handle injuries.”

In addition to the fi r e fi g h t i n g - r e l a t-
ed courses, the Alabama Fire Colleg e
will utilize the rescue truck during
E m e rg e n cy Medical Te c h n i c i a n
(EMT) classes in a multitude of stu-
dent practical activities . The Fire
C o l l ege also provides emerg e n cy
medical services at all University of
Alabama athletic events. The rescue
truck will be used on-site at selected
athletic events, and will allow us the
opportunity to more eff e c t ively serve
the patrons of these eve n t s .

Some of the features of the
rescue/transport vehicle include a
portable lighting system for use in
night activities, extrication equipment
for heavy rescue, and fully-stocke d
medical supplies with transport capa-
bilities  that complies with OSHA

1910.1030, NFPA Standard 1581
and Center for Disease Control recom-
m e n d a t i o n s .

With the multiple uses of this res-
cue/transport vehicle, the Alabama

Fire College will be able to improve
the training and services provided to
the fi r e fighters and emerg e n cy
medical technicians who train on our
c a m p u s .

The 13th Annual Rural Community Fire
Protection Institute Dinner and Vendor

Show will be held on Tuesday, January 22,
2002 at the Montgomery, Alabama Civic
Center.

The Vendor Area will be open to the
public from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.
This area is FREE for anyone to visit.
During the day we will offer two FREE
workshops for attendees.   Make plans to
h ave a representative from your depart-
ment at each of these workshops!  We
will also have demonstrations through
out the day.

The Dinner will begin at 7:00 p.m.
During the meal, there will be brief
speeches from several officials of the fire

service and state government.  Our fea-
tured speaker will be comedian Mickey

Dean.  Mickey ’s style of dow n - h o m e ,
sophisticated social commentary will hit
anyone’s funny bone.

Remember your support of the RCFPI
Dinner helps to fund the programs that the
Institute offers for FREE to fire depart-
ments, fire personnel and schools.  Without
your much needed support, we would not
be able to continue with programs such as
our training videos F ront Line/Safety
First, which are free to every fire depart-
ment in this state.

Fill out the registration form found in this
issue and return it to the RCFPI office.  If
you have any questions, please give us a call
at 1-800-897-7237.  We look forward to see-
ing all of you on January 22, 2002.  Thank
you for your support of the Institute!

13TH ANNUAL RURAL COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION INSTITUTE
DINNER & VENDOR SHOW • TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2002

ALC rescue/transport vehicle to serve multiple uses
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The September 11th terrorist attack on both the Tw i n
Towers and the Pentagon coupled with the fear anthrax

and other chemical and biological agents has had a great
impact on our nation.  The way we go about our daily live s
has forever changed.  Americans now have real Heroes to
look to, the men and women of the fire service.  Pride in
America and patriotism are once again popular and indi-
viduals seem to be treating each other with more respect.
We now live with the knowledge of just how vulnerable our
nation and communities are to terrorist attacks.  As vo l u n-
teer fi r e fighters and emerg e n cy medical technicians, we
need to take appropriate precautions as we fulfill our duties
in support of our communities.

The events of September 11th claimed the lives of more than
fire thousand of our citizens.  Included in this number were

more than three hundred fi r e fighters, EMTs and police offi-
cers.  Because of the Heroism of these individuals, thou-
sands of lives were saved.  Their sacrifice must not be for-
gotten, but be an example to each of us.  I ask that we con-
tinue to remember their families in our individual prayers.

The men and women of FDNY are not the only heroes, we
h ave many who serve as Volunteer Firefighters and EMTs
throughout the state of Alabama, and I am proud to serve
with each of you.  Your dedication and selfless service to
your communities is a great example to everyone you come
in contact with, you are Alabama’s Heroes.  During the
month of October, I sent a letter to each county president
asking for each member department to contribute $100.00
t oward a Firefighter memorial fund.  This fund, along with
m o n ey raised by the paid departments, would enable a
memorial to be purchased and built to honor our fallen fi r e-
fighters and EMTs.  I would like to see this memorial bu i l t
in the next eighteen months.

Plans are now underway to hold a meeting of representa-
t ives of state fire organizations from across the nation in
March.  The purpose of the meeting will be to understand
each state’s approach to obtaining benefits for members of
the volunteer fire service.  This will be the second annual
meeting, and we were asked to be the host state.

As we approach the holiday season, I wish each of you a
safe and happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.  May
God bless you and our Nation.

FROM THE AAVFD
PRESIDENT’S
DESK
by

John D. Miller, Jr.
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As a response to the recent terrorism activities in the United
States, the Alabama Fire College will be presenting the recently
d eveloped course “Emerg e n cy Response to Biological and
Chemical Terrorism.” This course will be offered on November
13, 2001 and again on November 17, 2001 from 9:00 am to 12:30
pm at the Alabama Fire College Campus in Tu s c a l o o s a .
Applicants need only attend one session. This informative short
course will cover many relevant topics such as: biological/chemi-
cal warfare, weapons of mass destruction and the roles of first
responders. Special emphasis will be placed on the response to
anthrax and other bio-terrorism related incidents. Class size is
limited. Please call the Alabama Fire College Field Training
Hotline at 1-800-241-2467 for further information and registra-
tion. There is no registration fee for this class.

Alabama Fire College Website: http://alabamafirecollege.cc.al.us

For departments that are running so many anthrax calls, a free
UAB seminar: 
Responding to Anthrax Calls.
Content:
•   Science background on anthrax spores
•   Health information
•   Routes of entry and prevention of exposure
•   Appropriate respirators and protective clothing
•   Potential to monitor and identify anthrax bacteria and spores

on the spot
•   Sources of accurate and inaccurate information about anthrax
•   Exchange of information on SOPs among participants

9:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. Tuesday November 20 at the UAB Fire
Fighter Training Program classroom on 11th St. South in
Birmingham. No charge. Funded by the UAB Center for Labor
Education and Research. Call Kecia Carr 205-934-8016 to reg i s t e r.

Terrorism Response Course Anthrax Response Seminar
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TUSCALOOSA FIRE EQUIPMENT
1-800-406-7149

3714 HARGROVE ROAD EAST STE. B
PHONE 205-556-0607 TUSCALOOSA, AL 35405 FAX 205-556-0208

New Rural Responder
GMC 2-Door Commercial Chasis

1250 GPM Pump 1000 Gallon Poly Tank
Starting at $103,500.00

AIRPACK

$1295.00

Lifetime Warranty!

1985 TANKER
Ford Cab-Over Diesel Automatic
2000 Gallon Stainless Steel Tank

400 GPM Pump
CALL FOR PRICING

1 8 ”L o - P rofile PPV
Pneumatic T i r e s
Dual-Purpose Easy Grip “ T ”H a n d l e
Unique Tilt & Lock Dev i c e
A d j u s t a ble Angle up to 20 degrees
5.5 HP Honda
15,000 + CFM
80 lbs.
2 1 . 2 5 ” x 21” x 20”

*$950.00
Complete Set

TURNOUT GEAR

CHIEFTAIN
NFPA APPROVED

Coat/Pant
Suspenders/Helmet
Hood/Boots/Gloves

Gear Bag

*Oversize Charges Apply
to sizes XXL - XXXXL

$995.00 + shipping

THE FERRARA FAN
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Deep South
Tr u ck and Equipment Sales, Inc.

Belk Volunteer Fire Department recently took delivery of their new “Toyne” fire truck. Some
of the features of this Apparatus are a 1250 GPM pump, top mount pump panel, deck gun, roll
up doors, slide in latter compartments, and all aluminum body.

“Toyne” has been building top of the line fire apparatus in the same mid-west location since
1942. For all of your fire apparatus needs, from helping complete your desired specifications to
design and drawing help, call us. We also have in stock approximately 30 used and refurbished
apparatuses. We also custom build tankers per your departments needs and requirements.

Member NFPA

P.O. Box 261 • Highway 49 North • Seminary, Mississippi 39479
1-800-727-4166 • Fax 601-722-4168

E-mail Address: D4168@aol.com • Tennessee E-mail Address: dpsouth@CCDI.net
http://www.deepsouthfiretrucks.com/
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Congratulations to Lamar County President Clif Homan
whose son, Daniel, achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America.

McIntosh VFD, Washington County, conducted a live-burn
training exercise in October.

Charity Chapel VFD, Washington County, held an AED
Training course in October.

Tuscaloosa County Fire Protection Association held their
19th annual Awards Banquet on September 29th.

Congratulations to Billy Doss, Duncanville VFD, who was
named Tuscaloosa County Volunteer Firefighter of the Year.
Billy also received the Smokey Bear Award from the Alabama
Forestry Commission for Tuscaloosa County.

Congratulations to Duncanville VFD on being named as the
Tuscaloosa County Fire Department of the Year.

An Appreciation Dinner for the volunteer firefighters of
Colbert County was held October 6th.

Bibb County Firefighters held their annual Fire Prevention
Parade on October 11th.  Eight departments participated dis-
playing 26 fire/rescue vehicles.

Congratulations to Bill Green, Lawley VFD, Bibb County,
who was honored as Firefighter of the Year.

Bibb County firefighters, along with police officers, amateur
radio operators, and dispatchers, attended an Advanced Storm
Spotter Course hosted by Bibb County EMA on November
13th.

Lakeview VFD, Tuscaloosa County, began a Firefighter II
class on November 15th.

Two balloon tags that were launched at the 2000 Conference
Balloon Launch in Dothan, Alabama were returned to the
AAVFD office on September 5, 2001.  One tag was illegible,
but the second balloon was sent aloft by Janie Posey, age 1,

whose grandfather is Chief Jimmy Posey of Ashford VFD in
Houston County.

The AAVFD Honor Guard led the Lauderdale County
Fireman’s Parade on October  8th.

The AAVFD Honor Guard led the Morgan County
Firefighter’s Parade on October 13th.

Ranburne VFD, Cleburne County, recently took delivery of a
new Toyne fire truck with a 1250 GPM pump, dual foam sys-
tem and a heavy-rescue aluminum body.

Highland VFD, Etowah County, recently took delivery of a
new Toyne fire truck with a 1250 GPM pump, top-mount pump
panel, deck gun, roll-up doors, front bumper extension with
hose tray and pre-connect slide in latter compartments.

Washington County held their 2001 Awards Banquet at
E p wo r t h - Vi n egar Bend VFD on October 13, 2001.
Congratulations to each award winner. 

(Persons pictured left to right) Charles Singleton, President,
WCAVFD; Chief Robbie Davidson, McIntosh VFD-Fire Dept
of the Year; Bryant Robinson, Fairford VFD-EMS Provider of
the Year; Chief Steve Hennis, Laton Hill VFD-Dew ey
Reynold’s Chiefs Award; Eric Sullivan, Wagarville VFD-
Firefighter of the Year; Roy Mott, RCFP Chief, Alabama
Forestry Commission.

Congratulations to these departments and their hard working members! Improved ISO ratings are what we are often
measured by and it’s obvious that Alabama Volunteer Fire Departments measure up!

News of the Volunteer Fire Service from across Alabama

THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION OF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPA RTMENTS s t a t ewide continues
to pay off in improved ISO ratings.  Listed below are changes in ratings.

E f f e c t ive September, 2001
T h o r s b y C h i l t o n 4 3

E f f e c t ive October, 2001
Ke l l y t o n C o o s a 9 / 9 5 / 9
West Bend-Bethel C l a r ke - 8 / 9

P R I O R C U R R E N T
D E PA RT M E N T C O U N T Y R AT I N G R AT I N G

P R I O R C U R R E N T
D E PA RT M E N T C O U N T Y R AT I N G R AT I N G
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1983 E-ONE ON A PEMFAB CHASSIS. THIS TRUCK IS AN 
AUTOMATIC  WITH AN 8V92-TA ENGINE. TRUCK HAS A 1250 HALE

PUMP (TOP-MOUNT) AND A 750 GALLON TANK. ALSO COMES
WITH ONAN GENERATOR AND 30 GALLON FOAM TANK.

1984 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GAL.

1982 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 750 GAL.

ALL THE TRUCKS LISTED ARE CURRENTLY IN STOCK. IF YOU DO NOT SEE WHAT
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR PLEASE CALL AS WE HAVE ACCESS TO SEVERAL MORE
APPARATUS, INCLUDING AERIALS, LIGHT & HEAVY RESCUES, AMBULANCE 
TRANSPORTS & TANKERS. THANK YOU AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU.

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN FIRE APPARATUS LLC

LOCATED 15 MINUTES SOUTH OF HUNTSVILLE!

TOLL FREE 1-866-285-9305

1984 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 750 GAL.

1985 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GAL.

1982 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 750 GAL.

1986 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GAL.

1985 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 500 GAL.

1984 E-ONE HURRICANE
DIESEL/AUTOMATIC

1250 HALE / 750 GAL.

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Micah 6:8
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Reserve Your Brick Today

Mail to:
AAVFD FF Memorial Fund

660 Adams Avenue, Suite 345
Montgomery, Alabama 36104-4373

Check should be made payable to: AAVFD FF Memorial Fund

Alabama Firefighter Memorial Brick Inscription Order Form

Each Brick will be limited to three lines with 14 characters per line.  Spaces and punctuation count as
characters.  Exact location placement cannot be guaranteed.

Don’s Pe rs p e c t i v e
by Don Shield
Alabama Firefighter

Adecade has passed and the Alabama Firefighter Memorial
groundbreaking ceremony has not taken place for more rea-

sons than I care to mention.  The Alabama Joint Fire Council has
shifted gears on this project, and with the help of all Alabama fire
departments through a Paver Brick purchase program, plan to
have a groundbreaking ceremony next summer.  This Paver Brick
program is open to all fire departments, firefighter/EMS families,
vendors and businesses/corporations.

The program is broken down in two separate purchasing pro-
grams.  Fire departments and families will be able to purchase a
Paver Brick of three lines with fourteen characters per line for
$100.00.

Vendors and businesses/corporations will be able to purchase a
larger Paver Brick with three lines, fourteen characters per line for
$500.00.  

The Alabama Joint Fire Council envisions that the Firefighter
Memorial will be constructed in phases.  Your funding support is
a vital part of this program, so let’s make our fallen firefight-
ers/EMS and their families proud for the service and sacrifice they
gave to the Alabama fire/EMS service. 

Don Shield, AAVFD Treasurer
Alabama Joint Fire Council Member 
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In Septem-
ber 2001,

this association
approved 60 out
of 72 grant
applications for
the AAV F D
Fire Prevention
Program.  Fo r
the first time in

the history of this organization, fire
prevention grants were made available
with the help of the Alabama Forestry
Commission.

The primary intent of this program is
for departments, county associations or
a combination of both to design fire
prevention programs that meet their
needs.  All programs are not the same
as all departments are not the same.

In rev i ewing the applications, many
departments were designing the pro-
grams more in line with FIRE SAFE-
T Y.  As much as fire safety is impor-
tant to our volunteer fire service, the
grants are for different programs.

On October 31, 2001 we will resub-
mit applications to each county asso-
ciation for departments and counties
who wish to participate in the WILD
LAND FIRE PREVENTION PRO-
GRAM.  Keep in mind your program
must be primarily designed for wild
land fire prevention.  The second
grant application must be postmarke d
to the AAVFD office by January 31,
2002.  Applications will be rev i ew e d
and awarded on February 11, 2002. 

We ask each county president to
m a ke copies of the grant application

for each of
your depart-
ments located
in your county.
If you have any
questions, con-
tact  the
A AVFD offi c e
by calling 1-
8 8 8 - 9 7 2 - 2 8 3 3
or email: aav f d @ m i n d s p r i n g . c o m .
You may also download this applica-
tion from the Rural Community Fire
Protection Institute web site at:
w w w.rcfpi.com and the Alabama
Forestry Commission web site:
w w w. f o r e s t r y.state.al.us.  

J o h n ny Dennis
Grant Chairman

Grants Approved

The Fire Prevention Grant Committee members are Chairman
Johnny Dennis, David Frederick, Alabama Forestry Commission,
State Fire Marshal John Robison, Stan Merrett, owner of ETT,
L.L.C., Darla Graves, Auburn University @ Montgomery Center
for Business and Economic Development, and Teresa Burt,
Secretary, Rural Community Fire Protection Institute.  This com-
mittee will approve all grant proposals.  

The selection committee will base their approval on the following
criteria:

1. Grants will be competitive with those grant requests
having the highest priority being funded.

2. Grant requests from the more rural areas of the state
will be given a higher priority.

3. Grant requests from countries with high wildfi r e
occurrence will be given a higher priority.

4. Grant requests in which the grantee is contributing a
higher amount of matching money or man-hours will be 
given a higher priority.

5. A maximum of $5,000 will be awarded per grant
request.  Funds permitting, exceptions may be made in
the case of county or district association requests.

6. Items relating to fire suppression, equipment,
operational costs and etc. will not be considered as an
appropriate grant request. Items related only to
structural fire will not be approved. For ex a m p l e :
children smoke houses and home smoke detector projects.

7. Grants will be approved as equally as practical
between the Alabama Forestry Commission’s four
administration regions.

8. Grants should be aimed at reducing/preventing wild
fires.  For example: wild fire literature, videos, signs,
etc. Other types of fire prevention programs may be
included.

Eligible Recipients include:

1. Volunteer fire departments organized as part of a
m u n i c i p a l i t y.

2 . Volunteer fire departments that are non-profi t
o rga n i z a t i o n s .

3 . County fire associations that are non-profi t
o rga n i z a t i o n s .

4 . Distric t fire associations that are  non-profi t
o rga n i z a t i o n s .

Final Reporting:

A p p r oved grantees must submit a final report to AAVFD no
later than September 30, 2002.  The report must include:  (1)
a narrative of what was done on the project, (2) how the
grant funds received were actually spent (with receipts), (3)
the number of man-hours the grantee put into the project,
and (4) an approximate number of the people in the  com-
munity contacted through the project.  All work on the proj-
ect must be completed prior to September 30, 2 0 0 2 .

Grant Approval Process
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First Round Grant Recipients
The first round of Wild Land Fire Prevention Grants were awarded on September 25th.  I extend my congratulations to each
department that received a grant.  I encourage each department that did not participate in the grant process to apply for a grant in the
second and final round.  This grant is available to all volunteer fire departments, county and district fire associations in the state,
regardless of past applications.

John Miller
President

The following departments received grants in the first round:

Alabama Port (Mobile) $500.00 Autauga County Assn $5,000.00 
Bayou La Batre (Mobile) $500.00 Belforest (Baldwin) $500.00
Bethel East (Randolph)         $1,000.00 Boldo (Walker)      $1,000.00
Bon Secour (Baldwin) $500.00 Covington County Assn     $5,000.00
Crossroads (Baldwin) $500.00 Cuba (Sumter)          $500.00
Daphne (Baldwin) $500.00 Elberta (Baldwin) $500.00
Eva (Morgan) $2,000.00 Excel (Monroe)                  $5,000.00
Fish River-Marlow (Baldwin) $500.00 Foley (Baldwin) $500.00
Fort Morgan (Baldwin) $500.00 Fowl River (Baldwin)           $500.00
Friendship (Lee) $5,000.00 Gateswood (Baldwin)           $500.00
Gaylesville (Cherokee)        $2,500.00 Haleyville (Winston)          $2,000.00
Heflin (Cleburne) $1,800.00 Lacey’s Spring (Morgan)      $800.00
Lauderdale County  Assn    $8,000.00 Lillian (Baldwin) $500.00
Little Rock (Escambia)        $1,000.00 Little Texas (Macon)          $5,000.00
Livingston (Sumter)             $2,250.00 Lottie (Baldwin)                    $500.00
Loxley (Baldwin)                    $500.00 Macedonia (Cleburne)          $500.00
Magnolia Springs (Baldwin)   $500.00 Mobile County Assn             $500.00
Mount Vernon (Mobile)         $500.00 Oyster Bay (Baldwin)           $500.00
Perdido (Baldwin) $500.00 Perdido Beach (Baldwin)   $1,000.00
Perry County  Assn                 $500.00 Pine Grove (Baldwin)           $500.00
Rabun (Baldwin)                     $500.00 Robertsdale (Baldwin)          $500.00
Rosinton (Baldwin) $500.00 Samson (Geneva)                  $610.00
Seminole (Baldwin)        $500.00 Semmes (Mobile)                  $500.00
Spanish Fort (Baldwin)        $500.00 Spanish Fort (Baldwin)         $500.00
Stapleton (Baldwin) $500.00 St. Elmo-Irvington (Mobile) $500.00
Stockton (Baldwin) $500.00 Styx River (Baldwin)            $500.00
Summerdale (Baldwin) $500.00 Sumter County Assn $500.00
Tanner Williams (Mobile) $500.00 Tensaw (Baldwin) $500.00
Theodore-Tillman’s Corner (Mobile) $500.00 Thomasville (Clarke) $2,500.00
Toney (Madison)                 $1,000.00 Trinity (Morgan) $1,000.00

Facts about Home Candle Fires
Do you use candles in your home to decorate?
According to the National Candle
Association (NCA), candles are used in seve n
out of ten households in the United States.

Most people don’t view candles as a fire
hazard, but the number of home candle
fires is steadily increasing.  The National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA )
reports from 1983 through 1997 candles in
the home caused an annual average of:
• 8,690 fires
• 104 civilian deaths
• 947 injuries
• Estimated direct property loss of $126

million

Nearly half of home candle fires started in the
bedroom, with 29 percent starting in liv i n g
rooms, family rooms or dens.  Thirty six per-
cent occurred because candles were left unat-
tended, abandoned or inadequately controlled.

A candle is an open flame that can easily
ignite nearby combustible materials.  The
NFPA offers the following safety tips:
• Use candles only with constant adult

supervision.
• Extinguish all candles when leaving a

room or going to sleep.
• Keep candles away from items that

can catch fire, such as Christmas trees,
clothing, paper or curtains.

• Place candles and candle holders on a
secure piece of furniture.  Make sure
candleholders are non-combu s t i b l e
and large enough to collect dripping
wax.

• Do not  place l ighted candles in
windows, where blinds or curtains can
close over them.

• Keep wicks trimmed to 1/4 inch, and
extinguish candles when they burn to
within two inches of the h o l d e r.

• Keep candles and all open flames
sway from flammable liquids.

• Do not use
ca n d l e s  i n
places  where
t h e y  c a n  b e
knocked over by
children or pets.

During pow e r
outages:
• Use f lash

l i g h t s  o r
b a t t e r y gene rated lights .

• Avoid carrying a lighted candle.
• Don’t use a candle when looking for

items in a closet.
• Never use a candle for light near a

kerosene heater or lantern.
• Extinguish all candles when leaving

the home or when going to sleep.

Home Safety Facts by 
State Farm Insurance
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2002 Insurance Renew a l s

Insurance Renewal Forms were
mailed to all departments that

are AAVFD members.  Coverage
of the current policy will expire
on December 31, 2001.  It is very
important that the insurance
applications/enrollments for the
new year be sent to the
Montgomery office as soon as
possible so that department
personnel do not lose a month
of coverage.

Cost for the insurance remains $12.00 per year for
$10,000 and $20.00 per year if you choose to have coverage of
$20,000.  Coverage begins January 1, 2002, or if mailed after
January 1st, coverage begins on the day that your insurance
enrollment is received in the AAVFD office.

A AVFD Sch o l a rships are
Ava i l a bl e

The deadline for scholarship applications is March 31, 2002.
This makes it possible for each winner to be recognized at

their school during graduation ceremonies.

Four scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each will be
awarded.  Each scholarship is given on a one-year basis and must
be applied for each year regardless of previous applications.
Applications must be mailed to the Montgomery office to the
attention of Scholarship Committee Chairman Roy Adamson and
p o s t m a r ked no later than March 31, 2002.  For information on
applying, contact the Montgomery office at 334-262-2833 or
1 - 8 8 8 - 9 7 2 - 2 8 3 3 .

Volunteer Firefighter
Appreciation Day 2002

The 18th annual Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation Day will
be held in Chambers County in 2002.  The location, date and

additional details will follow.

A AVFD Board of Directors
M e e t i n g

The AAVFD Board of Directors will meet Saturday, January
19th, 2002, at 10:00 a.m. at the Alabama Power Conference

Center in Clanton.  The Conference Center is located at the
205 Exit off  I-65.  Go north on Highway 31 for 1/2 mile, and the
Center is on your right.

Membership Dues

Fire department membership notices for the year 2002 went
out the first week in October.  If your department joins

through the county association, the notice was sent to the
president.  At the annual conference in August, the general
membership voted to raise membership dues to $35.00 per
department for county associations with 100% membership, and
dues for individual fire departments were raised to $40.00 per
department.  

Annual dues to AAVFD are due on January 1st.  If you have
not sent in your dues, please take a moment to send them

before the busy holiday season is upon us.  If you are not a   mem-
ber, contact the Montgomery office at 334-262-2833 or       1-888-
972-2833, and we will be glad to send you information on the
benefits associated with AAVFD membership, such as eligibility
for our insurance, student scholarships and the Alabama
Volunteer Firefighters credit card.  If you do not belong to a
member department, associate membership is available to anyone
who is interested in the purposes, goals and activities for AAVFD.
Associate membership affords you the same benefits as regular
membership, except the right to vote.

NVFC Urges Volunteer Fire
Service to Donate

(9-11 Disaster Relief Fund)

Washington, DC – National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC)
Chairman Philip C. Stittlebu rg has announced that he is urg-

ing all members of the volunteer fire service to donate funds to the
N ew York Firefighters 9-11 Disaster Relief Fund.

Firehouse.com & Firehouse Magazine along with the International
Association of Firefighters (IAFF) have announced this fundraising
e ffort to support the many children, spouses and family members
left behind by the fi r e fighters and emerg e n cy medical personnel
who perished in the World Trade Center tragedy.

To donate online:   –    http://www. fi r e d o n a t i o n s . c o m

To donate via mail:  –  Send checks payable to “The New Yo r k
F i r e fighters 9-11 Disaster Relief Fund” to:  New York Firefi g h t e r s ,
9-11 Disaster Relief Fund, P. O. Box 65858, Washington DC
2 0 0 3 5 - 5 8 5 8

C o n t r i butions are tax deductible.  Please, do not send cash.

100% of the money donated will go to the families of the fallen Fire
and EMS personnel in New Yo r k .

If donors wish they can indicate on their donation that it is on
behalf of NVFD or the volunteer fire department of their choice.
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P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

$ 1 1 2 , 0 0 0 .
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Please call us toll free @

1-800-453-2025

To inquire about our current

inventory of quality pre-

owned trucks and free

assistance in writing of specs

of any new trucks that you

might be in the market for.

Please call for any of your Fire
Department’s needs. If we do not have the

truck you want, we will do our best to find it
within a reasonable time frame.

Congratulations!
To the following Departments on their 

recent purchases of New Luverne
Pumpers:

Pine Grove Volunteer Fire Department

McIntosh Fire Department

Rabun Volunteer Fire Department

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
PLEASE CALL BAY FIRE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS

We would like to recognize these Departments and
say

Thank You
for

Your continued support and repeat purchases.

Congratulations!
To the following Departments on their recent purchases of pre-owned quality

Pumpers & Ta n ke r s :
Range Volunteer Fire Department Pentecost Volunteer Fire Department
Lottie Volunteer Fire Department Repton Volunteer Fire Department
Oak Grove/Thach Volunteer Fire Department Equality Volunteer Fire Department
Paul Volunteer Fire Department Village of Vergennes Fire Department
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Anniversary
10th19911991 2001200110th

Anniversary
P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507

1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

NEW, USED AND REFURBISHED FIRE APPARATUS

“THE BITTERNESS OF POOR QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER THE SWEETNESS OF
LOW PRICING IS FORGOTTEN.”

We pause at this time from our regular routine of

business to wish you and your families a Safe

Happy Holiday Season.

May God Bless You All.

Bay Fire is a Dealer for the Following Companies:

Akron Elkhart Fyrepel Snap-Tite Alcolite
W.S. Darley Hale Waterous Kochek FMC & John Bean
Dura-Poly Zico Chemguard Dump Valves Fire Research
MC Products Ashcroft Gauges Flame Fighter GFE Mfg. Harrington Valves

Ventry PPV Fans
American La France Parts
Kussmal Electronics
Fire Hooks Unlimited
Grace Ind-Pass Devices

And Many More...
And Many More...

And Many More...
And Many More...

We are celebrating 10 years of success this year!
Thank You to all of our customers!

We have built our reputation on quality, dependability, friendly service and
standing behind what we sell. We guarantee the same quality standards in the next

decades to come!
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P.O. BOX 1024 BAY MINETTE, AL 36507
1-800-453-2025  251-937-2829  FAX – 251-937-2863

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Roy Mott, RCFP Chief

The Limestone County Association of
Volunteer Fire Departments hosted the 17th

Annual Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation Day in
Athens, Alabama on September 22, 2001.  The
Alabama Forestry Commission Rural Community
Fire Protection Steering Committee sponsors the
event annually.

Master of Ceremonies at the Friday night ban-
quet was Limestone County President Derrick
Gatlin.  Special guests included Senator Tom
Butler, State Forester Timothy C. Boyce, and
Assistant State Forester Richard Cumbie.  Also
recognized were AAVFD President John Miller
and RCFPI President Don Shield.  Comedienne
Charlie Hughes entertained banquet guests.  The
Blues Brothers of Alabama entertained after the
competition events on Saturday afternoon.  Both
acts provided non-stop entertainment to an enthu-
siastic crowd and helped make both events a huge
success.

RCFP Chief Roy Mott presented the RCFP
Steering Committee Awards.  State Fo r e s t e r
Timothy C. Boyce congratulated each recipient,
along with Senator Tom Butler, who presented the
G ove r n o r ’s Volunteer Firefighter Appreciation
Day Proclamation to the Limestone County
Association President.

The Ray Tucker Memorial Award was pre-
sented to Euell Hodge, Berlin VFD, Cullman
C o u n t y, who was recognized by the Steering
Committee for his dedicated years of service,
leadership, and commitment as a member of the
RCFP Steering Committee.

The Walter Vest Award was presented to
Micaville VFD in Cleburne County.  The RCFP
Steering Committee recognized this department as
the Outstanding Volunteer Fire Department of the
Year.

Each year the RCFP Steering Committee rec-
ognizes two Alabama Forestry Commission
employees for their outstanding work with volun-
teer fire departments.

Associate of the Year Award was presented to
County Ranger Bill DeYampert for his outstand-
ing leadership in Perry County.

County Supervisor of the Year Award was
presented to Dan Jackson, County Forester, for his
outstanding work with the volunteer fire depart-
ments in Walker County.

17th Annual
VOLUNTEER FIRE  FIGHTER APPRECIATION DAY

MICAVILLE VFD
CL E BU R N E CO U N T Y

Fi re fighter Joe Bill Conkle
State Fo rester Timothy C. Boyce
Senator Tom Butler

WA LTER VEST AWA R D
Outstanding Volunteer Fire
Department

Senator Tom Butler presents
Governor’s Fire Fighter
Appreciation Day Proclamation
to Limestone County President
Derrick Gatlin.

EUELL HODGE

CU L L M A N CO U N T Y

Senator Tom Butler

R AY TUCKER
MEMORIAL AWA R D

BILL DEYAMPERT

PE R RY CO U N T Y RA N G E R

Alabama Forestry Associate
of the Year

DAN JACKSON

WA L K E R CO U N T Y

Alabama Forestry County
Supervisor of the Year
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Volunteer fire departments from across the state competed in the 17th Annual Fire Fighter Appreciation Day
Competition Events on Saturday, September 22nd, in Athens. The winners are listed below :

TE A M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SC O R E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PO I N T S

AIR PACK RELAY

K i n s ey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 1 5 . 0 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 pts
East Limestone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 2 8 . 8 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pts
Johnson Crossing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 3 0 . 0 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pts.

OBSTACLE COURSE

East Limestone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 1 7 . 2 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 pts.
K i n s ey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 2 1 . 1 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pts.
O a k l a n d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 2 7 . 0 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pts.

WATER ON THE ROOF

K i n s ey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 21/2" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 pts.
O a k l a n d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 2 "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pts.
East Limestone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 0 "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pts.

OVERALL

K i n s ey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 pts.
East Limestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 pts.
O a k l a n d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 pts.

BRUSH TRUCK COMPETITION

FEPP BRUSH T RU C K OPEN BRUSH T RU C K

First Place Florette VFD First Place V i n e m o n t - P r ovidence V F D
(Morgan County) (Cullman County)

Second Place Oakland VFD Second Place O wens V F D
(Lauderdale County) (Limestone County)

Third Place C rane Hill VFD Third Place B a i l eyton V F D
(Cullman County) (Cullman County)ABAMA 

ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION BRUSH TRUCK WINNER

Kevin Slaten, Tanner V F D, Limestone County

FIRE FIGHTER APPRECIFIRE FIGHTER APPRECI
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We’ve all come a long way, Baby! Win use of a Brush Truck

Brush Truck
Competition

God 
Bless 

America
– Future Firefighter

Competition
Events

1st Place Overall
Kinsey VFD, Houston County

2nd Place Overall
East Limestone VFD, Limestone County

3rd Place Overall
Oakland VFD, Lauderdale County

ATION DAY COMPETITIONATION DAY COMPETITION
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“ P I C K - A - C O L O R”

1979 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1000 PUMP AND TANK
PAINTED HOW YOU WANT IT

CROSSLAYS, HIGH SIDES
DECK GUN

$41,000.00

“NEARLY NEW”

1987 E-ONE C-8000
DIESEL AUTOMATIC

1250 PUMP AND 1000 TANK
PAINTED ALL RED

CROSSLAYS, HIGH SIDES
NIGHT/FIGHTERS

$65,000.00

Buddy Lacy
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JOSEPH AGNELLO • BRIAN AHERN • ERIC ALLEN • RICHARD ALLEN • JAMES
AMATO • CALIXTO ANAYA, JR • JOSEPH ANGELINI • JOSEPH ANGELINI, JR •
FAUSTINO APOSTOL, JR • DAVID ARCE • LOUIS ARENA • CARL ASARO • GREGG
ATLAS • GERALD ATWOOD • GERARD BAPTISTE • GERARD BARBARA • MATTHEW
BARNES • BARRY ARTHUR • STEVEN BATES • CARL BEDIGIAN • STEPHEN BELSON
• JOHN BERGIN • PAUL BEYER • PETER BIELFELD • BRIAN BILCHER • CARL BINI • CHRISTOPHER BLACKWELL • MICHAEL
BOCCHINO • FRANK BONOMO • GARY BOX • MICHAEL BOYLE • KEVIN BRACKEN • MICHAEL BRENNAN • PETER BRENNAN
• DANIEL BRETHEL • PATRICK BROWN • ANDREW BRUNN • VINCENT BRUNTON • RONALD BUCCA • GREG BUCK •
WILLIAM BURKE, JR • DONALD BURNS • JOHN BURNSIDE • THOMAS BUTLER • PATRICK BYRNE • GEORGE CAIN • SALVA-
TORE   CALABRO • FRANK CALLAHAN • MICHAEL CAMMARATA • BRIAN CANNIZZARO • DEWNNIS CARREY • MICHAEL
CARLO • MICHAEL CARROLL • PETER CARROLL • THOMAS CASORIA • MICHAEL CAWLEY • VERNON CHERRY •
NICHOLAS  CHIOFALO • JOHN CHIPURA • MICHAEL CLARKE • STEVEN COAKLEY • TAREL COLEMAN • JOHN COLLINS •
ROBERT CORDICE • RUBEN CORREA • JAMES COYLE • ROBERT CRAWFORD • JOHN CRISCI • DENNIS CROSS • THOMAS
CULLEN 3RD • ROBERT CURATOLO • EDWARD DATRI • MICHAEL DAURIA • SCOTT DAVIDSON • EDWARD DAY • THOMAS
DEANGELIS • MANUEL DELVALLE • MARTIN DEMEO • DAVID DERUBBIO • ANDREW DESPERITO • DENNIS DEVLIN •
GERARD DEWAN • GEORGE DIPASQUALE • KEVIN DONNELLY • KEVIN DOWDELL • RAYMOND DOWNEY • GERARD
DUFFY • MARTIN EGAN • MICHAEL ELFERIS • FRANCIS ESPOSITO • MICHAEL ESPOSITO • RO B E RT EVANS • JOHN FA N N I N G
• THOMAS FARINO •  TERRENCE FARRELL • JOSEPH FA R R E L LY • WILLIAM FEEHAN • LEE FEHLING • ALAN FEINBERG •
MICHAEL FIORE • JOHN FISCHER • ANDRE FLETCHER • JOHN FLORIO • MICHAEL FODOR • THOMAS FOLEY • DAVID
FONTANA • ROBERT FOTI • ANDREW FREDERICKS • PETER FREUND • THOMAS GAMBINO, JR • PETER GANCI, JR •
CHARLES GARBARINI • THOMAS GARDNER • MATTHEW GARVEY • B RUCE GARY • GARY GEIDEL • EDWARD GERAGHTY •
DENIS GERMAIN • VINCENT GIAMMONA • JAMES GIBERSON • RONNIE GIES • PAUL GILL • JOHN GINLEY • JEFFREY
GIORDANO • JOHN GIORDANO • KEITH GLASCOE • JAMES GRAY • JOSEPH GRZELAK • JOSE GUADALUPE • GEOFFREY
GUJA • JOSEPH GULLICKSON • DAVID HALDERMAN • VINCENT HALLORAN • ROBERT HAMILTON • SEAN HANLEY •
THOMAS HANNAFIN • DANA HANNON • DANIEL HARLIN • HARVEY HARRELL • STEPHEN HARRELL • TIMOTHY HASKELL
• THOMAS HASKELL, JR • TERENCE  HATTON • MICHAEL HAUB • MICHAEL HEALEY • JOHN HEFFERNAN • RONNIE
HENDERSON • JOSEPH HENRY • WILLIAM HENRY • THOMAS HETZEL • BRIAN HICKEY • TIMOTHY HIGGINS • JONATHAN
HOHMANN • THOMAS HOLOHAN • JOSEPH HUNTER • WALTER HYNES • JONATHAN IELPI • FREDERICK ILL, JR • WILLIAM
JOHNSTON • ANDREW JORDAN • KARL JOSEPH • ANTHONY JOVIC • ANGEL JUARBE, JR • MYCHAL JUDGE • VINCENT
KANE • CHARLES KASPER • PAUL KEATING • THOMAS KELLY • THOMAS KELLY • RICHARD KELLY, JR • THOMAS
KENNEDY • RONALD KERWIN • MICHAEL KIEFER • ROBERT KING, JR • SCOTT KOPYTKO • WILLIAM KRUKOWSKI •
KENNETH KUMPEL • THOMAS KUVEIKIS • DAVID LAFORGE • WILLIAM LAKE • ROBERT LANE • PETER LANGONE • SCOTT
LARSEN • JOSEPH LEAVEY • NEIL LEAVY • DANIEL LIBRETTI • CARLOS LILLO • ROBERT LINNANE • MICHAEL LYNCH •
MICHAEL LYNCH • MICHAEL LYONS • PATRICK LYONS • JOSEPH MAFFEO • WILLIAM MAHONEY • JOSEPH MALONEY •
JOSEPH MARCHBANKS, JR • CHARLES MARGIOTTA • KENETH MARINO • JOHN MARSHALL • PETER MARTIN • PAUL
MARTINI • JOSEPH MASCALI • KEITHROY MAYNARD • BRIAN MCALEESE • JOHN MCAVOY • THOMAS MCCANN • WILLIAM
MCGINN • WILLIAM MCGOVERN •    DENNIS MCHUGH • ROBERT MCMAHON • ROBERT MCPADDEN • TERENCE MCSHANE
• TIMOTHY MCSWEENEY • MARTIN MCWILLIAMS •   RAYMOND MEISENHEIMER • CHARLES MENDEZ • STEVE MERCADO
• DOUGLAS MILLER • HENRY MILLER, JR • ROBERT MINARA • THOMAS MINGIONE • PAUL MITCHELL • LOUIS MODAFFERI
• DENNIS MOJICA • MANUEL MOJICA • CARL MOLINA RO • MICHAEL MONTESI • THOMAS MOODY • JOHN MORAN •
VINCENT MORELLO • CHRISTOPHER MOZZILLO • RICHARD MULDOWNEY, JR • MICHAEL MULLAN • DENNIS MULLIGAN •
RAYMOND MURPHY • ROBERT NAGEL • JOHN NAPOLITANO • PETER NELSON • GERARD NEVINS • DANIEL O’CALLAGHAN
• PATRICK O’KEEFE • WILLIAM O’KEEFE • KEVIN O’ROURKE • DENNIS OBERG • DOUGLAS OELSCHLAGER • JOSEPH
OGREN • THOMAS OHAGAN • SAMUEL OITICE • ERIC OLSEN • JEFFREY OLSEN • STEVEN OLSON • MICHAEL OTTEN •
JEFFREY PALAZZO • ORIO PALMER • FRANK PALOMBO • PAUL PANSINI • JOHN PAOLILLO • JAMES PAPPAGEORGE •
ROBERT PARRO • DURRELL PEARSALL • GLENN PERRY • PHILIP PETTI • KEVIN PFEIFER • KENNETH PHELAN •
CHRISTOPHER PICKFORD • SHAWN POWELL • VINCENT PRINCIOTTA • KEVIN PRIOR • RICHARD PRUNTY • LINCOLN
QUAPPE • MICHAEL QUILTY • RICARDO QUINN • LEONARD RAGAGLIA • MICHAEL RAGUSA • EDWARD RALL • ADAM
RAND • DONALD REGAN • ROBERT REGAN • CHRISTIAN REGENHARD • KEVIN REILLY • VERNON RICHARD • JAMES
RICHES • JOSEPH RIVELLI, JR • MICHAEL ROBERTS • MICHAEL ROBERTS • ANTHONY RODRIGUEZ • MATTHEW ROGAN •
NICHOLAS ROSSOMANDO • PAUL RUBACK • STEPHEN RUSSELL • MICHAEL RUSSO • MATTHEW RYAN • THOMAS
SABELLA • CHRISTOPHER SANTORA • JOHN  SANTORE • GREGORY SAUCEDO • DENNIS SCAUSO • JOHN SCHARDT • FRED
SCHEFFOLD • THOMAS SCHOALES • GERARD SCHRANG • GREGORY SIKORSKY • STEPHEN SILLER • STANLEY  SMAGALA,
JR • KEVIN SMITH • LEON SMITH, JR • ROBERT SPEAR, JR • JOSEPH SPOR • LAWRENCE STACK • TIMOTHY STACKPOLE •
GREGORY STAJK • JEFFREY STARK •  BANJAMIN SUAREZ •
DANIEL SUHR • CHRISTOPHER SULLIVAN • BRIAN SWEENEY •
SEAN TALLON • ALLAN  TARASIEWICZ • PAUL    TEGTMEIER •
JOHN TIERNEY • JOHN TIPPING 2 ND • HECTOR  TIRADO, JR •
RICHARD VANHINE • PETER VEGA • LAWRENCE   VELING • JOHN
VIGIANO II • SERGIO VILLANUEVA • LAWRENCE VIRGILIO •
ROBERT WALLACE • JEFFREY WALZ • MICHAEL   WARCHOLA •
PATRICK WATERS • KENNETH WATSON • EUGENE WHELAN •
EDWARD WHITE • MARK WHITFORD • GLENN  WILKINSON •
JOHN WILLIAMSON • DAVID WOOLEY • TIMOTHY WELTY • DAVID
WEISS • MICHAEL WEINBERG • RAYMOND YORK

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill,
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the sur-
vival and the success of liberty.”

John F. Kennedy,
Inaugural Address

January 20, 1961

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
Approximately 347 FDNY firefighters from all ranks and responsibilities
were taken from us by the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New
York City at 9:40 a.m. on September 11th.

During this time of National tragedy, our hearts go out to everyone whose
lives have forever been changed by the events in New York City, Washington
D.C.  and Pennsylvania.

The Volunteer Firefighters of Alabama honor the heroes who have given their
lives and those who are risking their lives each day to help our fellow citizens.

The spirit for which the firefighters, police, and EMS personnel gave their
lives will never die. Their selflessness and determination is an example for us
all and sends a clear message to the world. We are truly a nation united.
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Harless
1-800-873-4730

©1999 Pierce Manufacturing, Inc.  ®Pierce, the Pierce logo and We build Confidence are registered trademarks, and Contender Service is a trademark of Pierce Manufacturing, Inc., Appleton, WI USA
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The Vo l u n t e e r focuses on our members . To feature your VFD in one of our issues,
please contact our office. Submit art i cles to AAV F D, State Office.

Thomasville Volunteer Fire Department

Thomasvi l le  VFD, Clarke

C o u n t y,  took del ivery of

a  new Ford F350 diesel  four-

wheel  dr ive dual ly  cab and

chassis.  The department con-

tracted with a Georgia firm to

mount a bed, 400-ga llon poly-

tank,  two hose reels, a two

hundred GPM pump with foam

s y s t e m ,  a n d  t o o l b o xe s .   A

1 2 , 0 0 0  l b .  w i n c h ,

f l o o d l i g h t s ,  l i g h t

b a r ,  s i ren,  and com-

m u n i c a t i o n  e q u i p -

m e n t  completed the

t r u c k  fo r  u s e  a s  t h e

d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  b r u s h

truck. 
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Name/Rank: Lieutenant Eddie Dean Mathis,
Volunteer

Department: Dallas VFD, Dallas, NC
Date of Death: 7/16/01
Cause of Death: Sustained fatal injuries while responding 

to a vehicle accident en-route on his    
privately owned motorcycle.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Donald Myrick, Volunteer
Department: L u d l ow Fire Protection District, L u d l ow, I L
Date of Death: 7/22/01
Cause of Death: Died from injuries received when ejected 

from his privately owned vehicle while 
responding to another single vehicle 
auto accident.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Kirk Schafer, Career
Department: North Central Fire District, Kerman, CA
Date of Death: 7/27/01
Cause of Death: While filling fire truck’s tanks from 

hydrant, nearby 200-pound pressurized 
tank, for reasons still to be determined,
had a catastrophic failure, rocketing into 
the air, and landing on the fire truck.
Debris from the tank or the fire struck
him in the head.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Lazaro Martinez, Volunteer
Department: Fisher’s Peak Fire Protection District,

Trinidad, CO
Date of Death: 7/28/01
Cause of Death: Collapsed from a massive heart attack

upon exiting from the burn structure   
during a live burn exercise.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Ralph “Warren”Blackmar,
Volunteer

Department: South Foster VFD, Foster, RI
Date of Death: 8/1/01
Cause of Death: While returning from a structure fire died

from a heart attack, which caused the fire
truck he was driving to leave the road
way, strike a utility pole and roll over.

Name/Rank: Fire Chief James Pelton, Career
Department: Mason FD, Mason, MI
Date of Death: 8/10/01
Cause of Death: Killed in a vehicle accident in route to a 

meeting.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Ronald T. Kreamer, Volunteer
Department: Frontier VFD, Niagara Falls, NY
Date of Death: 8/13/01
Cause of Death: Died after collapsing (cause still to be 

determined) during overhaul operations 
at a structure fire.

Name/Rank: Firefighter/EMT Richard D. Shoaf, Jr.,
Volunteer

Department: Swarthmore Fire & Protection 
Association, Swarthmore, PA

Date of Death: 8/18/01
Cause of Death: Collapsed of an apparent heart attack

while at the station responding to a   
medical emergency call.

Name/Rank: Firefighter John R. Hazlett, Volunteer
Department: Odell Rural Fire Protection, Odell, OR
Date of Death: 8/19/01
Cause of Death: Died from injuries received when the 

water tender fire apparatus he was    
driving blew its right tire causing the 
apparatus to leave the roadway and 
strike a tree head-on.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Stephen A. Petrusik, Status 
Unknown

Department: Lansdowne Volunteer Firemen’s
Association #1, Lansdowne MD

Date of Death: 8/21/01
Cause of Death: Died of a cause still to be determined,

probable heart attack, while on routine 
station duty.

Name/Rank: Contract Pilot Lars Stratte, Career
Department: California Dept. of Forestry & Fire 

Protection, Sacremento, CA
Date of Death: 8/27/01
Cause of Death: Collided in mid-air with another airtanker.

Both pilots died in the collision.

Name/Rank: Contract Pilot Larry Groff, Career
Department: California Dept. of Forestry & Fire 

Protection, Sacremento, CA
Date of Death: 8/27/01
Cause of Death: Collided in mid-air with another airtanker.

Both pilots died in the collision.

Name/Rank: Firefighter Michael Gorumba, Career
Department: New York City FD, Brooklyn, NY
Date of Death: 8/28/01
Cause of Death: Collapsed and died from apparent heart

attack while fighting a three-alarm fire at 
an auto body shop.

Name/Rank: Captain Darryl J. Dzugen, Career
Department: Hillsborough County Fire Rescue,

Tampa, FL
Date of Death: 8/29/01
Cause of Death: Collapsed while participating in physical 

fitness activities at station and died later 
in hospital of cause still to be determined.

Name/Rank: Contract Crew Chief Kip Krigbaum,
Career

Department: U.S. Forest Service-Gallatin Nat’al Forest,
Bozeman, MT

Date of Death: 8/31/01
Cause of Death: Died after a helicopter crash while    

fighting a wildfire near Emigrant Peak.

Name/Rank: Contract Pilot Rich Hernandez, Career
Department: U.S. Forest Service-Gallatin Nat’al Forest,

Bozeman, MT
Date of Death: 8/31/01
Cause of Death: Died after a helicopter crash while    

fighting a wildfire near Emigrant Peak.

Name/Rank: Contract Co-Pilot Santi Arovitx, Career
Department: U.S. Forest Service-Gallatin Nat’al Forest,

Bozeman, MT
Date of Death: 8/31/01
Cause of Death: Died after a helicopter crash while    

fighting a wildfire near Emigrant Peak.

“Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die.
- G. K. Chesterton

NATIONAL FIREFIGHTER FATALITIES
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Mi c k e y
Dean is

t h e  f e a t u r e d
s p e a ker for the 13th

Annual RCFPI Dinner.
He is no stranger to clean comedy. In the case

of Mickey Dean, “clean” means inventive down-
to-earth style that is welcomed by audiences of
every age and walk of life. With over 100
Corporate Events under his belt, there’s no    mys-
tery why he is Alabama’s Number One Corporate
Entertainer.

From Bankers, to School Teachers to the inter-
nal Revenue Service to Comedy Clubs, Mickey’s
style of down-home, sophisticated social

commentary will hit anyone’s funny bone. His
brand of comedy reveals the humorous angles of
all levels of work, home and life in general.

It takes a special person to perform in the corpo-
rate arena. Mickey is no stranger to this neighbor-
hood. He spent 25 years in the steel plate fa b r i c a-
tions business before trying his talents on the big
stage. Since then he has headlined Comedy Clubs
all over the U.S., at the Atlantis in the Bahama’s and
is currently the “comic relief” on the syndicated
Radio Morning Show “The Rick and Bubba Show ” .
He has shared the stage with National Artist,
Michael Bolton and Wynona Judd.

Mickey is just right to spice up and put some
laughter in your life.
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RESERVATION SHEET

Individual/Company Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ________________________

Contact Person _______________________________________________________________________________

County Represented _________________________ Telephone _________________________________________

PLEASE MAIL TICKETS TO:
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ________________________

Please reserve ____________________________ Individual Tickets @ $100.00 each

Please reserve ____________________________ Sponsor Table(s) @ $800.00 per table

Please reserve ____________________________ Patron Table(s) @ $2000.00 per table

Please reserve ____________________________ Benefactor Table(s) @ $5000.00 (2 tables)

VISA/MASTERCARD ORDERS

Card Holder’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number __________________________________________Expiration Date_____________________

Card Holder’s Signature ________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Rural Community Fire Protection Institute and return with form to:
RCFPI

660 Adams Avenue, Suite 101
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

RURAL COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION INSTITUTE
13TH ANNUAL DINNER & VENDOR SHOW

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2002 – 7:00 P.M.
MONTGOMERY CIVIC CENTER

Mickey Dean
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Harless
1-800-873-4730

The Lighter Side
THAT’S A GOOD QUESTION!

If you throw a cat out of a car window, does it become kitty litter?
Is it OK to use the AM radio after noon?

What hair color do they put on the driver’s license of a bald man?
Why doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the bottle?

When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it?
What do you call a male ladybug?

What do chickens think we taste like?
What do people in China call their good plates?

Which is the other side of the street?
Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

When they first invented the clock, how did they know what time it 
was to set it?

Depending on their severity, different
degrees of burns need different treatment.
Follow these general rules to be prepared in
case of a burn emergency.

Never use ice, salves or butter on a 
burn.
Cool burns with cool water until pain 
eases.
Remove all clothng and jewelry not 
sticking to the burn.
Cover burn area with clean sheet and 
keep victim warm.
Seek medical assistance or call your 
emergency number.

Alabama Association of 
Volunteer Fire Departments
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Volunteer fi re departments, county
associations, and other non-profit, fire-
related organizations can advertise in
the “Items For Sale” column for free.
Businesses and other for-profit organi-
zations may advertise here for $22.50
per column inch, per issue.

HELP WANTED.  Sales people need-
ed to promote our complete line of fire
equipment.  Full-time or Part-time
Sales Position.  We sell fire equipment,
Used Fire Trucks, New Fire Trucks.
Call Mike Mitchell @ 1-800-406-7149
for more information.

AAVFD ITEMS AVAILABLE: Following
items can be purchased through the
AAVFD office in Montgomery (address
and phone elsewhere in this issue): Single
color caps $6.; two tone cap $7.; Pins $2.;
Tote Bags $6.00; Patches $2.50; AAVFD
Logo Decals $2.; small Swiss Army Knife
with AAVFD Logo $15.; Prints (copy of
painting) $10.; Matted prints $20.; T-
Shirts $8.; Golf shirt with collar $22.
(Shipping charges will be added.) Golf
shirts come in burgundy, forest green,
navy/white, burgundy/white in L, XL,
XXL and XXXL. 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

About The Volunteer: The Volunteer is issued 6 times a year: in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov. Articles, information, and adver-
tisements for the newsletter must be in Montgomery not later than the 15th of the month before publication.

Articles & Info r m a t i o n : Submissions of articles, letters, and information for inclusion in this newsletter are greatly appreciated and
encouraged. All submissions must include the name, address and telephone number of the sender. No libelous or slanderous material will
be published. We reserve the right to edit for length, corrections, and style.

Other AAVFD Information: ALL Membership information, Insurance information, changes of address, and inquiries having to do
with the AAVFD should be sent directly to the Montgomery office.

AAVFD Officers: Newsletter Editor:
President John Miller Staff
1st VP Joey Boyd             
2nd VP Clayton Cobb, Sr. Office Staff:
3rd VP Steve Dennis Sandra Mott
Secretary Rita Tullis
Treasurer Don Shield

Mailing Address:
AAVFD, Suite 345

660 Adams Ave
Montgomery, AL 36104

Phone number: (334) 262-2833., 1-888-97-AAVFD
Fax number: (334) 262-2834
E-mail: aavfd@mindspring.com

Office hours are Monday - Friday, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

If any Volunteer Fire Department (member or not) has a firefighter die in the line
of duty or as a result of a line of duty injury (examples:at the scene, going to or from
the scene), notify ONE of the following IMMEDIATELY, no matter what day it is or
what time of day or night. John Miller– (256) 990-8702 or Joey Boyd (256) 233-
1597; or Clayton Cobb, Sr. (251) 578-2855; or Steve Dennis (334) 283-2110.

A copy of the booklet “Death In Line Of Duty” may be obtained from the
Montgomery office. 1-888-972-2833.

Former Chief Buddy O’Hanlon, S i p s ey Va l l ey V F D, Tu s c a l o o s a
County, passed away of a heart attack on September 5, 2001.

Ken Burrow, Four-C VFD, Marshall County, passed away September
14, 2001. He had faithfully served his department since 1986.

James Timothy “Tim” Smith, Flomaton VFD, Escambia County,
passed away October 6, 2001.

George Zimmerman, a 10-year veteran of Lillian VFD, Baldwin
County, passed away of cardiac arrest on October 20, 2001.

Charlie Cook, retired member of Underwo o d - Pe t e rsville V F D,
Lauderdale County, passed away October 24, 2001. He had been a
member of the UPVFD since 1979 and was currently a member of the
Board of Directors.

Donald Bradford, Grove Hill VFD, Clarke County, passed away
October 25, 2001.

Let us pause a moment to pay our respect to these firefighters for
whom the bell tolled that one last time  as we offer our prayers and
condolences to their families and friends.

The 20th Annual National Fa l l e n
F i r e fighters Memorial Service on

S u n d a y, October 7th, took on new
meaning as it was one of the fi r s t
nationally scheduled events to be held
f o l l owing the September 11 tragedy
that claimed the lives of more fi r e-
fighters in one incident than any other

recorded in history.  The Memorial
Service on the campus of the National
Fire  Academy in Emmitsbu rg ,
Maryland remembered those who died
in the line of duty during 2000, bu t
most assuredly, became a prelude to
future memorial events that will
memorialize the fi r e fighters who died

in the line of duty at the New Yo r k
City World Trade Center.

The National Fallen Firefi g h t e r s
Foundation honored 99 fi r e fi g h t e r s
from 38 states and Puerto Rico.  In
2000, Texas lost the most fi r e fi g h t e r s
with ten deaths, followed by Missouri
and Pennsylvania with six each.

2001 National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Serv i c e
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T Y

Exceeds ECE R-29 
crashworthiness standard

Excellent ergonomics

Seats 4 to 6 personnel; Engine 330 - 370 hp

Superior air conditioning system

E-One standard 10-year cab and paint warranty

8111 McGowin Drive
Fairhope, Alabama 36532

800-642-8484
Fax:251-928-9933

P.O. Box 1038
Raceland, Louisiana 70394

800-882-1955
Fax:985-537-4540

www.sunbeltfire.com
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