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VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER AND FIRE SERVICE BILLS PASSED 
FROM THE 2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

In addition to the Representatives and Senators below who sponsored the emergency services bills in the 2009 Legislative Session, we want to thank the Speaker of the House Seth Hammett, House Majority Leader Ken Guin, Chair of the Government Appropriations Committee Representative John Knight, Representative DuWayne Bridges, Representative Ron Grantland, and especially Senator Tom Butler and Representative Richard Laird (Fire Caucus Chairmen) for their unwavering support on our behalf each year.  
Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments, Inc.

President Chauncey Wood

SB54/HB558:
Senator Roger Bedford & Representative Randy Wood * Representative Richard Laird and Representative DuWayne Bridges 

TAG BILL - Will provide for one free firefighter tag for one passenger vehicle registered in the name of the volunteer firefighter.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 2009-618.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 AUGUST 2009.
SB379/HB744: Senator Ted Little & Representative Marc Keahey

FREE TUITION - Will provide free college tuition for dependents and spouse of volunteer firefighter who is killed or becomes totally disable in the line of duty.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 2009-631.  EFFECTIVE DATE: IMMEDIATELY.
HB519:  Representative Arthur Payne * Senator Tom Butler handled this bill on the Senate Floor.

FUEL TAX EXEPMTION:  Will exempt volunteer fire departments and fire protection districts from all state and local gasoline and diesel fuel taxes.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 2009-717.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 AUGUST 2009.
Alabama Association of Rescue Squads, Inc.

HB315 – Representative William Thigpen and Representative William M. “Billy” Beasley* Senator Roger Bedford handled this bill on the Senate Floor.

FUEL TAX EXEMPTION:  Will exempt volunteer rescue squads from all state and local gasoline and diesel fuel taxes.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 2009-660.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 AUGUST 2009.
State Fire Marshal Office

Fire Marshal Ed Paulk
· HB289/SB139 - Representative Steve Hurst & Senator Hinton Mitchem * Industrial Development & Recruitment Committee Chair Senator Larry Means assisted.

This bill would provide that the State Fire Marshal would regulate and license persons who install fire detection, fire alarm, or fire communication systems.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 2009-657.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 AUGUST 2009.
· HB528 – Representative Alan Boothe * Senator Myron Penn handled this bill on the Senate Floor.

This bill would repeal current law and create a new law that would prohibit explosives and explosive devices, bacteriological and biological weapons, and would provide for fines and penalties for falsely reporting an incident, the unlawful manufacturing, transporting, distributing, possessing with intent to distribute, etc, and would provide for forfeiture and seizure of all material used in violation of this act.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 718.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 AUGUST 2009.
· SB311/HB610 – Senator Hinton Mitchem * Representative Jeff McLaughlin
This bill would create test methods and performance standards for cigarettes sold in the state, require manufacturer to pay certification fees, submit written certification to the State Fire Marshal, establish penalties for noncompliance, allow the State Fire Marshal to enforce and establish a special fund for collected penalties to be used to support fire safety programs.  Signed by Governor Riley on May 21, 2009, Act Number 630.  EFFECTIVE DATE: 1 JANUARY 2010.
If you would like more information on this topic, please contact Chauncey D. Wood, III by phone at 888-972-2833 or by email at aavfd@mindspring.com or twood208@centurytel.net. 
