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PRESIDENT’S
DESK

by

2007 Election

he election of officers for the 2007-2008 year was held at the
general membership meeting on Saturday, August 4th, in
Mobile. The following candidates were elected:

President - Johnny Alberson

First Vice President - Steve Dennis

Second Vice President - William Neal

Third Vice President - Lawrence Huffman

Secretary - Mary Sells

Treasurer - Gary Cobb

e V « District 1; Calhoun, Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson,

. PP ot Madison and Marshall Counties.
We have finished another great year in “our” association, but Director Sidney White

the job doesn't end here. We have already begun another year. Alternate Director Mary Jo Chandler

| appreciate your confidence in me by electing me to another * District 2: Blount, Cullman, Jefferson, Shelby, St Clair,
Walker and Winston Counties.

term as president of AAVFD. Words cannot truly express the Director Roger Wilson

humbling feeling this election has on me. | promise to contin- Alternate Director Euell Hodge

ue to work as hard as ever for the betterment of AAVFD, and * District 3: Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Pickens, Sumter
. . and Tuscaloosa Counties.

| feel that you will continue to help me. | feel that the other Director Billy Doss

officers and directors and alternate directors feel the same Alternate Director Scott Hallman

« District 4: Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph,
Talladega and Tallapoosa Counties.
Director Dan Hopkins
Alternate Director Carl Smith

way. | think we have a great “Board of Directors”.

I would like to thank everyone who worked on our annual

conference to make it the success that it was. | won't call « District 5: Autauga, Bibb, Chilton, Dallas, Marengo, Perry

names, because | would surely leave out someone that had a | and Wilcox Counties.
Director Robert Slaughter

part that maybe | don't know about. | feel that the conference Alternate Director Mike Carlisle

was great and all the people (attendees, workers and vendors) « District 6: Barbour, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston

were so cordial and went out of their way to make the confer- | and Pike Counties.

) Director Chauncey Wood

ence enjoyable. THANK YOU ELAINE DEARMON AND Alternate Director John Register

ALL HER WORKERS. « District 7: Butler, Conecuh, Covington, Crenshaw, Escambia
and Monroe Counties.

We did not have a real successful legislative year this year, Director Daniel Day

Alternate Director Joey Moffett

) ) e District 8: Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile and
be back next year”. Our plans are to continue with the same | washington Counties.

bills that we worked on in 2007, and if you have an idea or Director Charlie Dixon
Alternate Director Michael J. Holmes, Sr.

but, as | promised the senators and representatives, “We will

another need that needs legislative attention, bring it on down . District 9: Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Limestone,

and join us. 1 would like to thank all of you who supported our | Lawrence, Marion and Morgan Counties.
legislative committee in 2007, but most especially Altlej;:g:tzorD‘i]feE?gryJ%eegr;Zyd
CHAUNCEY WOOD. He was present each and every week  District 10: Bullock, Elmore, Lee, Lowndes, Macon,

that the legislature was in session, and if you know Chauncey, | Montgomery and Russell Counties.
Director Forrest Gregg
Alternate Director James H. Broadway, Jr.

CHAUNCEY! The officers and directors were sworn in by State Fire Marshal
Ed Paulk at the Awards Banquet on August 4th.

Due to space limitations, the phone numbers and addresses for
work together for the betterment of AAVFD. Again, | thank | the officers and directors are not listed. However, if you wish to
. contact any one of them, call the Montgomery office at 334-262-
you for your help and support in the past, and | humbly ask for 2833 or toll-free at 1-888-972-2833. This information is also

it again in the upcoming year. posted on the AAVFD web site at www.aavfd.org.

you know that everyone knew he was around. THANK YOU,

As we go into “our” 2007-08 year, may we all commit to
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Tuscaloosa Fire Equipment, Inc.

3714 Hargrove Road E. Suite B, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

1-800-406-7149
E-mail: tfe@tuscaloosafire.com

CHIEFTAIN TURNOUT GEAR

FERRARA FIRE APPARATUS
Leading the Way

PUMPERS

FERRARA PUMPER TANKER
1250 GPM PUMP/150 GALLON TANK

TUSCALOOSA FIRE
EQUIPMENT, INC.

BRUSH TRUCKS

TUSCALOOSA FIRE BRUSH UNIT
2006 GMC/300 GALLON SKID UNIT
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Candy Reeves has been a volunteer with the Johnson's
Crossing \olunteer Fire Department in Cullman County for
going on 21 years. She and her husband both have been a very
committed part of their community.

Candy joined the fire department in February of 1987, along
with her husband who presently serves as chief, and on an annu-
al basis runs 95-98 percent of all calls the department receives.
Candy is presently secretary and treasurer of the department,
Emergency Medical Technician Captain, a Captain in the fire
department, and pretty much is what the firefighters call our “Ms.
Chief. She has served in the past on the Board of Trustees.

She is a certified firefighter and is presently working on
becoming a certified fire instructor. Candy oversees a lot of the
training for the department, as well. Candy not only keeps the
department finances running smoothly, but she deals with all of
the department's problems. She keeps the department going, and
that is why they call her “Ms. Chief”.

There is nothing on the fire grounds that this lady will not do
or has not done. She packs out to go in a burning residence, just
like the rest of the firefighters. She grabs the end of the nozzle,
attacks the fire and will be the last one to sit down to take a break
while there is something that needs to be done or taken care of on
the fire scene or wreck scene or medical call. Whatever the need
is, Candy is there to lend her helping hand and to guide and direct
the department as a whole in the direction that the department
needs to go.

Johnson's Crossing had 3 house fires in a 2-year time span that

Sherry Garner Memorial Award

consisted of burn fatalities. Candy has been at all 3 of those fires,
and she has had to not only deal with the burden of a fatality on
a scene, but be there to deal with those families who just lost their
loved ones. After all is said and done, Candy will then make sure
that all of her personnel are cared for. She makes sure that they
are able to deal with everything they have just seen or dealt with,
whether it be that burn fatality or a severely injured person in a
wreck. Her patients are very dear to her, as well as their families.

There have been a lot of family meals that she and her husbhand
have left to go and help someone else that was in need. She
donates so much time to keeping the department running smooth-
ly. You can go to her for anything, and she can either give you
the answer or she will work until she can give you an answer.

So much that she does is behind the scenes that many never
know that she is doing it and taking care of situations. This
includes all those trips to the bank, the post office, and the job of
taking care of the department finances, and the problem-solving
before the issues become problems.

Johnson's  Crossing
firefighters call Candy
Reeves “Our Hero”, the
“Ms. Chief”. “Candy is
special to us, and we are
proud to have her tak-
ing care of all the things
that she does for us.”

Lt. John A. Register has been both a volun-
teer and career firefighter for over 20 years.
He has been with Banks \Volunteer Fire
Department in Pike County for 5 years, Troy
Fire Department for 17 years and Pike County
Fire & Rescue Unit for over 20 years.

John's firefighting career began when his
cousin's mobile home burned. As a result of
this loss, John and his cousin, Fred Davis,
Ronald Dawkins and many others in the
Meeksville community formed the Meeksville
\Wolunteer Fire Department.

He was very active in organizing the Pike County Firefighter
Association and getting state funding for the department.

In 1985, John became a volunteer with the City of Troy. By
this time, he realized that he wanted to be a career firefighter, so
this became his goal. On May 16, 1991, John started his career
with the Troy Fire Department. One of his dreams had come
true at the age of 35. Seventeen years later, he is a Lieutenant.

In 1993, a call was received for a person trapped in a corn
combine. When John got there, he saw that it was an 18-year-
old boy whose leg was trapped in the combine. John stayed with
him until he got to the hospital. Sadly, his leg was so damaged
that it had to be removed. If you ask him what is the hardest

Firefighter of the Year Award

[] thing about being a firefighter, he will say,
“Those calls can be really tough, especially
when children or teenage people are involved.
Being a father and grandfather, it can really hit
home fast.”

Since John is a father and grandfather, he
makes sure that his children and granddaugh-
ter know about fire safety. In 2004, his grand-
daughter, at the age of 4, saved the life of her
father, mother and sister from a house fire.
She remembered what she had learned about
fire safety from her Paw-Paw and saved them
all!

In 2004, John was nominated for the “Ronald W. Dawkins
Memorial Firefighter of the Year”. As he received the award, he
stated “This is a great honor because Dawkins was the one who
first encouraged me to get involved in volunteer firefighting.
From then on, firefighting just got in my blood, and it's been
there ever since.”

In 2006, John was named the Firefighter of the Year by the
American Legion at their convention in Mobile.

John was nominated by his son, who says, “John is a loving
husband and father. He has three children and one grandchild.
He is also my father and that is why | know so much about him.”
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Alabama Fire College and Personnel
Standards Commission Appoint New
Executive Director

The Personnel Standards and
Education Commission has select-
ed Allan Rice as the new
Executive Director of the
Commission/Alabama Fire
College. Allan was previously
employed as a captain with
Hoover Fire Department, Hoover,
Alabama, and as the program
coordinator for Fire Science and
Emergency Medical Services at
Jefferson  State  Community
College in Birmingham. He also
served as a consultant to the U.S.
Center for Domestic Preparedness,
Department  of Homeland
Security, in Anniston, Alabama, teaching training courses both
on campus and throughout the United States.

During his fifteen years of service with Hoover Fire

DELCOM 4)*
INDUSTRIES

Radio - Sales & Service

Phone: 334-872-2024

Email: delcomindustries@yahoo.com

THE RADIO MAN HAS:

» Vertex/Standard Radios
* [com America Radios
* Tekk Inc Radios

» SCA Sceptar Pager
The Radio man has the best
prices in the South
www.delcomindustries.com
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Department, Allan held assignments as a firefighter/paramedic,
lieutenant, fire inspector/investigator, and public educator/public
information officer. He was assigned to the high angle and haz-
ardous materials teams and worked extensively with law
enforcement as a medical support officer. He holds ProBoard
certifications for Fire Officer IV, Fire Instructor Ill, Fire
Inspector 111, Safety Officer, and Rescue Technician: Rope,
Confined Space, Structural Collapse, Trench, and Surface Water.
Allan has taught numerous courses pertaining to firefighting,
emergency medicine and hazardous materials and has previous
experience as a trauma and flight nurse.

Allan received his paramedic certificate and undergraduate
degree in nursing from the University of Alabama at
Birmingham and holds a Master's degree in Public and Private
Management from Birmingham-Southern College. He is a
member of the International Association of Firefighters,
Professional Firefighters of Alabama, Alabama Firefighters
Association, and Alabama Association of Fire Chiefs. He and his
wife Kelly live in Hoover with their two sons.

Baldwin County Fire Chief Association President
Roger Few accepts the "Tom McClendon Memorial
Award" on behalf of the departments in Baldwin County
from Thomas and Slade McClendon of Sunbelt Fire.
The Volunteer fire departments were recognized for
their aid to tornado-damaged Miller's Ferry VFD in
Wilcox County.
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2007 AAVFD

Mitchell Fire Equipment
12888-231-8874

WEMESIS
. JE SYSTEMS.

—

Page 6, July-September 2007 Official Newsletter of the Alabama Association of Volunteer Fire Departments The Volunteer



* 2400 Hwy 31 South
P.O. Box 1024

= Bay Minette, AL 36507
Esay FWW

251-937-2829

(200) 4S3-202S

Custom Built Quick Attack Apparatus at a Competitive Price!

PRODUCTS [
334-m37 5030

Bullard

1t's your life and you're worth it"™

A < Bk | e IR T

........

o -C-t*-w—tT—mN:n , All Pre-Owned
on’t get caught in
the Internet Trap! .Tr“d‘s are
All of our pre-owned discounted for
trucks undergo an Invento
extensive inspection (-:l_e;-lﬁ'
and include a current oy Gi e Ve
pump test! As Always, 1985TE-0ﬁe—1251[)l‘2 Slt‘;ge Hale .Pump Don’t miss out on
We:stand behind: wisit .0p _ount— iesel Automatic < T .
High SidesGenerator—Ladders this Limited Time
we sell at Scene Lights Sale‘

New Demo Arriving Soon!
American La France
Call (800) 453-2025
For Current Information
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Dale County — District 6

NAPIER FIELD VFD

by Mark Jackson and Tina Wood

The Napier Field VFD was established in 1974 and has a
coverage area of approximately 28 square miles in southeast
Dale County, which includes the communities of Napier
Field and Grimes.

The 6 certified firefighters, one with EMT certification
also, and 9 non-certified members run a 1991 E-One pumper,
a 2006 GMC brush truck, and, a 1973 Chevrolet P30 van as
a support vehicle. The fire department has an ISO rating of
6/8 and responded to 30 calls last year.

After many years of holding several fundraisers per year,
the department has a small reserve, which allows them to
operate on funds received through tobacco taxes and modest
donations, either from individuals or from the community.

L) o --T i

This article is reprinted with the permission of The
California State Firefighters Association.

Fires don't kill American firefighters
as much as heart attacks

A government study has found that sudden cardiac death is the
leading cause of death in the line of duty for firefighters.

Traumatic injuries from motor vehicle crashes while responding to an
emergency were a close second for volunteers, said the report, which
appeared in the April 28 Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, a publi-
cation of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The real message, though, is that these causes are preventable and
that things can be done to reduce the risk.

An earlier study had reported that, for the past 25 years, heart
attacks have typically caused the most deaths among firefighters.
However, as awareness of heart disease and prevention has
increased, the number of deaths attributed to heart attacks has
dropped by more than one-third, the report found.

There are 800,000 volunteer firefighters in the United States and
300,000 career firefighters. For the new study, researchers analyzed data
from the U.S. Fire Administration, which keeps a database of all on-duty
firefighter deaths based on death certificates and fire department inter-
views, On-duty firefighter deaths include all those that occur within 24
hours after a response to a call.

From 1994 to 2004, 610 volunteer and 368 career firefighters died
while on duty, 97 percent of them male. The median age was 47 years for
volunteers and 44 years for career firefighters

Among career firefighters, 39 percent of deaths were caused by heart
attacks; 29 percent from other causes, such as burns, cerebral vascular
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accident or drowning; and 20 percent by asphyxiation (mostly from
being caught or trapped).

Half of the deaths among volunteer firefighters were from heart
attacks and 26 percent from motor vehicle-related trauma. Almost three-
quarters (73 percent) of motor vehicle-related deaths were caused by crash-
es, 30 percent of which involved private vehicles. Eighty percent of the
crashes occurred en route to calls, while 5 percent occurred during returns.

In both categories of firefighters, most heart attacks occurred
among people aged 45 to 54. The majority were attributed to stress and
overexertion for both volunteers (98 percent) and career (97 percent).

The study also provided details of two particular fatalities, one of a
volunteer and one of a career firefighter.

On July 28, 2003, two volunteer firefighters responding to a trailer
fire sped down a two-lane road at about 80 miles per hour in a private-
ly owned vehicle with emergency lights on. The speed limit was 55. The
driver lost control when the vehicle drifted off the pavement. He was
killed, and the passenger sustained serious injuries. The fire department
required that firefighters obey local traffic laws.

In the second case, a 51-year-old career captain collapsed while
responding to a fire in the attic of a two-story dwelling. An autopsy
revealed that the man had cardiovascular disease. He had also suffered
a heart attack 13 years prior and had undergone angioplasty of his right
coronary artery. According to the article, under these circumstances, the
captain should have been issued work restrictions ﬁ‘
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