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Rising Number of Fire Deaths in Alabama
Turn Your Attention to Fire Prevention

As of December, 2016, there have been 
109 reported residential fire deaths, 
prompting the need to heighten the call 
for home fire safety.  This is an increase 
from last year.  In 2015, there were 97 
reported fire deaths in Alabama.  

Many of the fire deaths could have been 
prevented.  People often leave food 
unattended on the stove, misuse heaters 
or place them too close to curtains or 
other materials, candles, etc.  

Fire prevention is the best way to avoid fire 
fatalities.  Below are some suggestions for 
fire prevention:

•	 Make sure you can hear the beep 
where you sleep. It’s important to 
have working fire alarms and smoke 
detectors in homes and businesses. 
They must have working batteries 
and should be heard throughout the 
structure. 

•	 Follow all safety instructions for 
portable heaters. Heater packaging 
and instructions include steps and 
recommendations for proper operation. 
Pay attention to the suggestions and 
follow them. 

•	 Have a fire plan. Every family should 
have a fire plan and conduct regular fire 
drills. Each person should know where 
to go if a fire begins. Often, fires start in 
the middle of night. Familiarity with the 
plan would help navigate in darkness 
during the crisis. Make sure everyone 
in the family, as well as any visitor or 
temporary resident, understands the 
plan. 

•	 Move quickly as the first three to ten 
minutes after a fire starts are critical. It 
takes a few minutes for public safety 
and firefighters to arrive, so moving 
quickly is important.  

A few additional safety tips:  

•	 do not leave stoves unattended; 

•	 never smoke in bed; 

•	 keep space heaters at least three feet 
from a flammable source; 

•	 do not leave fireplaces unattended, and 

•	 do not use damaged electrical cords or 
overload outlets. 
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It is hard to believe that we have turned the page on another 
year.  I hope that each of you had a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  I wish you all a safe and prosperous 2017!

Thankfully the season has finally changed in Alabama and 
with it came much needed rain across the state.  The 2016 
drought affected everyone but especially those in the business of 
preventing and suppressing fire.  I know many of you and your 
respective departments spent countless hours and resources trying 
to protect the lives and property of those in your communities.  
As always, I would like to commend you all for the “extra effort” 
during this unusual situation.  I hope that those departments who 
were severely monetarily effected have taken advantage of the 
drought grant issued by Governor Bentley on December 14, 2016.  
If you have not already, I urge you to do so now.  I know this will 
not completely recoup your total expenses but will certainly ease 
the pain for those already struggling to keep your department’s 
head above water.

There is another disturbing statistic in our state.  As of this 
writing, we have lost more citizens in residential fires than we 
did in 2015.  This is a number that we all should strive to bring 
down by educating our communities about the hazard that are 
normally attributed to these losses of lives.  We all voluntarily 
signed up to “protect property and save lives.”  The best way to do 
both is to remain active and aggressive with your fire prevention 
programs. Turn Your Attention to Fire Prevention is a great source 
of information to assist you along with the NVFC.

We will again be lobbying for legislation concerning home 
fire sprinklers when the session begins in February.  Please take 
time to call your Senator/Representative and urge him/her to 
vote for this life saving legislation.  

May God bless and keep you all safe and remember:  
Everyone Goes Home!

Mike W. Green 
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Former Alabama Fire College
Executive Director, Allan Rice . . .

It is with mixed emotions that I share with you my decision to step away from 
Alabama Fire College after nine years of service. I have accepted the position of City 
Administrator with the City of Hoover and will begin these duties in the coming weeks. 
I am extremely honored and humbled about this new challenge, and I’m excited by the 
opportunity to return to the city that first took a chance on me over 24 years ago.

The fire service has provided me with a career, personal fulfillment, and so many 
friendships for the past 24 years. There are no better people than the career and volunteer 
firefighters in the State of Alabama and in our nation. It has just been such 
an honor to be part of it all.

Likewise, it has been an extreme privilege to work alongside the men 
and women of the Alabama Fire College. This is a special group of people 
who are fully dedicated to serving those who serve others. That will never 
change! The members of the Personnel Standards Commission will ensure 
that there is a well-planned transition and that the continuing commitment 
of the Fire College is fulfilled going forward.

Allan

Effective August 1st, 2016 I was promoted to State Fire Marshall 
for Alabama.  The past ten years I served as the Assistant State Fire 
Marshal under a dear friend and mentor Ed Paulk who retired at the 
end of July.  There are many issues of which I could touch on but in my opinion none more 
important than the continuing problem of too many lives being lost in this state due to 
fire.  As I type these remarks there have been 109 lives lost in 2016, for comparison in 2015 
there were 97.  Sadly Alabama is on that same trajectory this year.  Therefore I’m asking 
all who read this article to reach out to family, friends and others and spread the message, 
“Turn Your Attention to Fire Prevention”.  The best and likely the only way to reduce 
the number of lives lost to fire is to change people’s behavior and habits.  Remember 
we as individuals are responsible for our personal safety; therefore it is up to all of us to 
practice fire safety and fire prevention.  I am convinced the number of fire related deaths 
in Alabama can be reduced if we as individuals develop and practice good fire prevention 
/ fire safety habits.  In closing, the fire service, my office and 
others in public safety are working non-stop in order to get this 
message out but we can’t do it alone.  We need your help in 
spreading the message, “Turn Your Attention to Fire Prevention”.

A Message From ...

State Fire Marshall
Scott F. Pilgreen
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Come Grow With Us – The AAVFD Auxiliary
Every community is built on a strong foundation of volunteers and the state 

auxiliary is no different.  The AAVFD Auxiliary is a dedicated group of men and 
women aiming to foster and promote unity and harmony among volunteer fire 
departments throughout the state.  Another mission of the AAVFD Auxiliary is to 
provide a network of support to the AAVFD and volunteer fire departments state-
wide.  

The Auxiliary was established in August 2012 and has a proud history in a short 
time.  We continue to grow and expand our volunteers throughout the state.  The 
AAVFD Auxiliary is on Facebook.  The page features fire news from around the state.  
The Auxiliary assists in business affairs, public relations for the organization, AAVFD 
newsletter, annual conference, provides assistance to firefighters/families in crises and 
encourages formation of local auxiliaries throughout the state.  

The auxiliary would like to thank everyone who stopped by our booth during 
the annual conference.  A special 
thank you goes to the members of this 
organization.  Without the assistance 
and hard work of the auxiliary 
members, the AAVFD Auxiliary would 
not be able to assist with projects in 
the AAVFD and throughout the state.  

We look forward to seeing you 
at the 2017 conference in Tuscaloosa. 

Emergency Bleed Control

Single Kit
3-4 Bleed Kit

10-12 Bleed Kit (Mass Casualty)

Visit www.stopheartattack.com
for more information or to order

888-823-6967

DELCOM
INDUSTRIES

Radio - Sales & Service

Phone:  334-875-4805

Email:  delcomindustries@yahoo.com

THE RADIO MAN HAS:

•	 Vertex/Standard Radios
•	 Icom America Radios
•	 Tekk Inc Radios
•	 Motorola Minitor 6 Pagers

The Radio man has the
best prices in the South

www.delcomindustries.com
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Fallen Firefighters Honored

On October 15, 2016, firefighters across Alabama came together to honor 
fallen heroes.  The keynote speaker for the event was the honorable Tommy Hanes, 
Alabama House of Representatives.  

This year marked 
the 13th year the 
Alabama Fire Service 
has held a ceremony 
to honor the fallen 
firefighters from 
fire departments 
around the state. The 
ceremony was held 
in Tuscaloosa at the 
Alabama Fire College.

In addition to firefighters from across the state, AAVFD President Mike Green 
along with the AAVFD Honor Guard were in attendance and participated in the 
event.  

Family members were given their loved one’s fire department uniform, badge 
and an American flag. Following the ceremony, they were then taken to the 
Alabama Firefighter Memorial where their names are now added. 

The ceremony 
honored the following 
firefighters:  

Jesse Boyles
Ivor Brooks
Harvey Davis
Ronald Gilmore
Earl Hale, Sr.
Joe McCollum
Charles Tucker 
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Tuscaloosa County Association of Volunteer Fire Departments named Kim 
Boothe as the 2016 male firefighter of the year and Belinda Lancaster 2016 
female firefighter of the year for Tuscaloosa County.  About three hundred 
firefighters and guests were in attendance at the thirty-fourth annual awards 
banquet held at the GG Hardin Community Center in Brookwood.  

Boothe is a volunteer with the Samantha VFD where he serves as a lieutenant.  

Lancaster is a member of the Duncanville VFD and serves as a board member.  
She is a lieutenant and serves over the safety and medical division.  Lancaster 
also serves as treasurer for the Tuscaloosa County Association of Volunteer 

Fire Departments.  

Each of the twenty-two departments 
also honored a member from it’s 
department during the banquet as 
the department’s firefighter of the 
year.  The following were honored 
from each department:

Brookwood – Cody Garrison;
Vance – Tyler Hagood & Donald 
Edge; Hagler – Jason Watson; 
Sipsey Valley – Mitchell Williams; Echola – William Cooper; Samantha 
– Donnie Hallman; Mt. Olive – Wendy Cox & Michael Robertson; 
Carrolls Creek – Chris Jones; Yellow Creek – Corey Powell; Fosters/
Ralph – Floyd Judd; Duncanville – Joe Manns; Mayfield – Phillip 
Edmonds; Montgomery – Kevin Fields; Coaling – Kevin Lybrook; Coker 
– James O’Hanlon and Englewood Hulls –Jonathan Holcomb & Jacob 
Jones.  

The Tuscaloosa County Department of the Year was presented to 
Mayfield VFD.  Tim Brown serves as the Department’s Fire Chief.  

Presidents Award was presented to Derrill Booth.  

Congratulations to all those selected as 
Firefighters of the Year and an enormous 
thank you to all the volunteers for the 
time you give of yourselves to serve your 
community.  You are all winners!

Billy Doss Award

Tuscaloosa County VFD

Mayfield VFD

Firefighter of the year
Tuscaloosa County Assn. of Volunteer Fire Departments
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Waugh / Mount Meigs Firefighters Honored at Banquet
(Montgomery County) 

In December, the Waugh Mount Meigs VFD 
honored its volunteers with an Awards Dinner.  

Firefighters and their families, members of 
the Board of Directors and other guests 
gathered at Waugh Mount Meigs Fire Station 
# 1 to recognize the firefighters for their 
volunteer work, dedication and commitment 
to the department.  Board President Alma 
Bowen spoke about teamwork and setting 
team goals.  In addition she shared words of 
encouragement with the firefighters.  

Bowen also recognized Firefighter Cody Haire and Firefighter Ken Libben as Co- President Award 
recipients.  Firefighter Brady Medley was recognized as most improved.  Firefighter of the Year was 
presented to Terrell Thompson for his outstanding work, dedication and performance in 2016.  All 
the firefighters received recognition for various training accomplishments.  

Waugh Mount Meigs has provided fire suppression, emergency medical service, and community 
education to residents of Waugh, Mount Meigs and Pike Road.  Volunteers responded to 
approximately 400 calls in 2016, setting another record year for emergency service.  

During the month of November Waugh 
Mount Meigs VFD training consisted of the 
Emergency Driver Simulation Program with 
the assistance of the Alabama Fire College 
instructors.  The goal of the training is to 
positively affect the future thought process 
and behaviors when presented with several 
real life situations.  

Waugh / Mount Meigs 
Firefighters Training 
* Emergency Driver 

Simulation Program *



Available for Delivery February 2017

Contact Rick Stuardi for more info
rstuardi@sunbeltfire.com

800·642·8484 x123
SunbeltFire.com

Top-Mount Commercial 
2-Door Pumper from

1,000 gallon tank · 1,250 gpm pump
Chassis and options may vary. Subject to prior sale. Contact Sunbelt Fire for complete details.

Sunbelt Fire wishes to extend our thanks to these departments for their E-ONE Commercial Pumper purchases:

Morrison Crossroads VFD Seminole VFDGood Hope VFD
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As is common here at Alabama Fire College and Personnel Standards and Education 
Commission, things continue to evolve and change at a rapid pace in order to keep up 
with an ever changing Alabama Fire Service. Several new non-certification offerings are 
now available to help fulfill our commitment of our Mission and Vision Statements. In this 
announcement, we would like to spotlight our new Cancer Awareness class.

Many reading this have been part of the fire service for many years and recall 
being provided information regarding job-related exposure to carcinogenic agents. 
Unfortunately, this is where the information ended. We did the best with the limited 
information provided regarding this subject. We now have the benefit of scientific studies 
to better equip ourselves moving forward. According to International Association of 
Firefighters’ data, cancer is the leading cause of deaths in firefighters at 63%.

The Cancer Awareness class is a 4-hour non-certification class based on the NIOSH Cancer 
Study and several other independent firefighter cancer studies. This is a class we hope will 
reach every Alabama firefighter, as it is that important! The class is presented in four units 
as listed below:

Unit 1 – What is cancer?
Unit 2 – Types of cancer
Unit 3 – How are we exposed?
Unit 4 – How can we prevent it?

To schedule the Cancer Awareness class please contact your Alabama Fire College 
Regional Coordinator as soon as possible! Your firefighters’ lives depend on it!
http://www.alabamafirecollege.org/topmenu/regional/what-region-am-i-in 

Our Mission Statement: Our continuing commitment is to facilitate excellence in education, 
training, certification and support services for the emergency response community. 

Our Vision Statement: We, the Alabama Fire College, will be the answer to the needs of the 
fire and emergency service community.

  Alberto Zaragoza, Interim Director
  Alabama Fire College and Personnel Standards Commission
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YOU

256-350-9944     tvtc.org

• CPR/FIRST AID/AED 
TRAINING

• ADVANCED CARDIAC 
LIFE SUPPORT TRAINING

• PEDIATRIC FIRST AID 
TRAINING

are a

YOUR 
SOURCE

Our 
instructors are 

NATIONALLY 
REGISTERED 
PARAMEDICS 

AND EMTS!

WE
are

for
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Washington County Fire Association Honors Volunteers
The Washington County Fire Association 
held its annual banquet in October to 
recognize this year's award winners.  The 
Laton Hill VFD (pictured below)  took 
“Department of the Year” for the third 
consecutive year.  

Other top awards went to (above, left to right)
•	 Fire Chief of the Year Timmy Crager of Laton Hill 
•	 Firefighter of the Year David Rikard of Leroy
•	 Junior Firefighter of the Year Walker Cartee of  
  Leroy VFD
•	 EMS Award Joshua Kucera of Millry VFD
•	 Fire Officer of the Year Stephen Crager of   
  Laton Hill VFD and 
•	 Brock Carpenter representing Laton Hill VFD  
  for Department of the Year.

Laton Hill VFD
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Blount County Association of Volunteer Firefighters held its 
annual awards banquet on November 3, 2016.  Congratulations 
to Adrean Booth for being named Firefighter of the Year.  
Adrean is the Fire Chief of Bangor VFD and has led the 

Department to an 
ISO Class 3 rating.  She 
spearheads the firefighter 
Summer Youth Camp for 
her county and is an active 
part of fire protection efforts 
countywide. 

On November 15, 2016, 
Chad Dickerson of Wicksburg 
Fire & Rescue was named 
Houston County Volunteer 
Fire Association of the year. 
Congratulations Chad! 

New Brockton VFD (Coffee County) held its annual Firefighter Banquet on 
December 3, 2016.  Firefighter Rusty Locklar was named Firefighter of the Year.  

Rogersville VFD (Lauderdale County) presented their Firefighter of the Year 
award to Jesse Dison at the annual Christmas dinner and awards banquet on 
December 6.  Rookie of the year was presented to Tyler Dison and Cadet of the 
Year to Cade Nash.  

Wicksburg VFD (Houston County) 
named their Firefighter of the 
Year on December 10.  The 2016 
Wicksburg Firefighter of the Year 
is Lt. Jason Anderson and the 
EMT of the year is Wanda Seals.  
Thank you for your service and 
dedication!    

The Montgomery County Association of VFD 
Honor Guard leading the annual Christmas 

Parade in Ramer. (Montgomery County)

Glen Adkins was 
presented the Firefighter 
of the Year award on 
December 1, 2016 by 
the Brundidge VFW Post 
7055. (Pike County)

Bits and Pieces From Around the State 
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The Limestone County Association of 
Volunteer Fire Departments recently 
held a firefighter training class.  Each 
attendee was presented a coin from 

the Fire College InVEST program.  
There are four levels to this program.  

The 40th annual AAVFD conference will be held in Tuscaloosa on July 28 & 
29, 2017.  Mark your calendar and make plans to attend.  It’s not too early to 
prepare your team for the upcoming firefighter competition!   

On December 12, 2016, the Rosa VFD (Blount County) held their annual 
Christmas party.  All firefighters were honored for their dedication to and 
service to the community.  Jeff Baril was chosen as the 2016 Firefighter of the 
Year.  The Department also presented the first ever Chief Awards.  The inaugural 
winners were Jeff Baril and Jeff Harmon.  Each of these men has shown the 
kind of dedication and honor that exemplifies the service Rosa Fire strives to 
provide its community and surrounding areas.  Firefighter Baril and Firefighter 
Harmon both answer just about every call when the department is toned.  They 
both are at every department meeting, training or any other function that the 
department holds.  

Satsuma VFD announced Firefighter Russell Gates as the department’s 2016 
Volunteer of the Year.  

 Congratulations to Kenneth W. Hamm Jr. for being awarded the Meeksville VFD 
(Pike County) Firefighter of the Year 
award on December 17, 2016.

Rolling Hills Lake VFD (Montgomery 
County) presented Gaither Moman the 
firefighter of the Year award at their 
annual banquet on December 16, 2016.

Hatton VFD (Lawrence County) named 
Zachary Bond Firefighter of the year on 
December 17, 2016.

Powell VFD (DeKalb County) revealed 
James David Sisk as the 2016 Firefighter 
of the Year.

Bits and 
Pieces From 
Around the 

State
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Benny Abrams IV was named as the 2016 Firefighter of the Year 
by the Greene County Volunteer Fire Department Association.  
This honor was bestowed upon Abrams at the Fourth Annual 
Firefighter Ball and Award Banquet on October 14, 2016.  
Abrams was recognized for his dedication to public service and 
contributing to the department.  He is a member of the Eutaw 

VFD.  Abrams is following along 
in his grandfather’s and father’s 
footsteps.  His grandfather was 
past fire chief and his father has 
been serving as fire chief since 
1980.

The setting of the event was in Eutaw and a packed house 
of firefighters, family and friends were on hand for the 
evening’s gala event.  Attendees enjoyed a steak dinner. 
Dexter Thornton, comedian, was the keynote speaker while 
Marvin Turner and D. J. Birdman provided the music for the 
evening’s event.  

Each department recognized one individual from its 
department as firefighter of the year.  

In addition to firefighters and their spouses, the event was 
attended by AAVFD President Mike Green and District 3 
Director Billy Doss and their spouses.

To all volunteer firefighters who play an important role in the rural communities in Greene 
County, thank you 
for your service!  
Your time, 
commitment 
and personal 
sacrifices to 
serve and protect 
Greene County 
are greatly 
appreciated!  

Hodges Smith,
Green County President and

Mike Green, AAVFD President

Benny Abrams IV
2016 Firefighter

of the Year

Greene County Firefighters
Honored at Appreciation Dinner
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Holtville/Slapout Fire Department
Fire/Rescue Boat

Holtville, locally and fondly known as “Slapout,” is a rural 
community located on Lake Jordan in Northwest Elmore County.  

The fire district includes 22 miles of river 
and two main bodies of water.  The 
Department operates out of one fire 
station which is located in the middle of 
the fire district.  The Department uses 
the drop tank shuttle operation for water 
supply method which has allowed the 
Department to achieve an ISO rating of 
5/10 throughout their district.  

The Holtville/Slapout Fire District placed 
in service a multi-purpose boat for 
the Lake Jordan area. It was placed in 
service mid-April.  It is a refurbished boat 

from KCLM of Pensacola, FL. It is a 2003 23’Sea Ark. It has Twin 
Mercury 150’s. We had a 4” 
suction added  along with a 
deck gun mount.  A portable 
580GPM pump was added for 
firefighting capabilities. There 
is a removable side so the boat 
can be used as a dive platform. 
Hummingbird electronics were 
added that are capable of side 
imaging sonar. The build can be seen at this website: http://www.
kclmsales.com/modifications/gallery.asp?i=24.  
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SERVE STRONG:    A BETTER YOU MEANS A BETTER CREW
The National Volunteer Fire Council Firefighters are tough, but so are the challenges faced. Our 
service to our community can take a toll on our health, and oftentimes we forget that health and 
safety are actually key criteria to being the best firefighter or EMT we can be. The National Volunteer 
Fire Council (NVFC) is here to help you better understand the challenges and provide the resources 
you need to SERVE STRONG.

Many of the challenges we face as first responders are directly related to health and safety.

•	 Heart	attacks	cause	over	50	percent	of	on-duty	firefighter	deaths	each	year.		Firefighters	
and EMT’s need to be physically ready for the call.  Functional fitness, good nutrition, weight 
management and controlling risk factors are all important components of being a healthy firefighter.  

•	 Over	320	firefighter	and	EMT	suicides	have	been	reported	since	2014.		Firefighters	and	EMT’s	
are at risk for many behavioral health challenges, such as PTSD, addiction, stress, and depression.  
Share the load provides resources for proactively addressing behavioral health issues as well as the 
fire/EMS Helpline.  

•	 Cancer	is	quickly	becoming	one	of	the	most	dangerous	threats	to	firefighters.		The	NVFC	
provides tools, videos, sample documents, guides and more to help raise awareness of the risks and 
what can be done personally and as a department to prevent cancer.

•	 The	top	cause	of	firefighter	injuries	is	overexertion/stress/medical,	followed	by	vehicle	crashes,	
improper use of equipment and SCBA and other safety issues.  The NVFC offers resources to address 
responder safety, help department implement critical safety a priority for all personnel.  

Health is not an individual concern when it comes to the fire and emergency services.  If a firefighter 
suffers a heart attack on the scene, or is taken out of commission due to cancer, or is reckless on the 
job because of an addiction problem, the entire crew is impacted by the consequences.   

Health plays a significant role in fire service.  Heart attacks are consistently the leading cause of 
on-duty firefighter deaths. Firefighters are being diagnosed with cancer at a higher rate than the 
general population.  The Firefighter Behavioral Health Alliance has received reports of 225 firefighter 
and EMT suicides between January 1, 2015 and September 29, 2016.

In addition to the personal consequences, the health and safety choices you make affect your entire 
department as well as the community you serve. If you are unable to perform your duties due to 
injury or health concerns, your team suffers.

If you are ineffective or inefficient in your duties because you not at your best or are not following 
safety protocols, your fellow firefighters and EMTs are put at risk.

Serve Strong is a wellness initiative to ensure that a commitment to health and safety goes hand in 
hand with firefighters’ commitment to service. As first responders, we need to take care of ourselves 
so the public and our crew can count on us to be ready and able to respond when called.

We are stronger together, and we are strongest when healthy.

Find all of these resources and more on the NVFC web site at www.nvfc.org/ServeStrong.  



About the Volunteer:  The Volunteer is issued three 
times a year in January, May and September.  Articles, 
information and advertisements for the newsletter must 
be submitted to the AAVFD office no later than the 
fifteenth of the month before publication.  We reserve 
the right to edit for length, corrections and font. 

Other AAVFD Information:  All membership 
information, insurance information, changes of 
addresses and inquiries having to do with the AAVFD 
should be sent directly to the Montgomery Office. 

Newsletter Editor:  Debbie Green
Executive Assistant:  Wanda Jones

Office hours
Monday through Friday  8:00 - 5:00
(334) 262-2833 or 1-888-97-AAVFD
aavfd@mindspring.com 
www.aavfd.org

THE BELL TOLLED

AAVFD Officers:

President:   Mike W. Green
1st VP:  Derrick Gatlin
2nd VP:   Dan Hopkins 
3rd VP:   Joey Moffett

Secretary:   Mary Jane Sells
Treasurer:   Joe Golden

If any volunteer Fire Department (member or not) has a firefighter die in the line of duty or as a result of a line of duty 
injury (examples: at the scene, going to or from the scene), notify ONE of the following IMMEDIATELY, no matter what 
day it is or what time of the day or night:  Mike W. Green (334) 309-5026, Derrick Gatlin (256) 998-0043, Dan Hopkins 
(256) 225-7230 or Honor Guard Commander Daniel Day (251) 267-2527.  A copy of the booklet “Death In The Line Of 
Duty” may be obtained from the Montgomery office.  1-888-972-2833 or at www.aavfd.org.

Steve Shoultz passed away on 
December 10, 2016.  He had more than 
30 years of service and was Chief at 
Salitpa VFD in Clarke County.
Martha Sowell passed away on 
November 5, 2016 as a result of a car 
accident.  She was a former Secretary/
Treasurer and long standing member at 
Bradley VFD in Escambia County.
Darrell Williams passed away on 
October 31, 2016.  He was a member 
of Cross Roads VFD in Baldwin County 
with more than ten years of firefighting 
service.  
Vernon Scott Newton, age 52, passed 
away on October 29, 2016.  He was a 
member of Mt. Vernon VFD in Mobile 
County.  Newton served his community 
for thirty-five years and was an active 
member of MVVFD.   He held various 
titles such as Assistant Chief and Captain.  
In addition to firefighting, he loved the 
Crimson Tide and spending time with 
family and friends.  
Mike Haynie passed away on 
September 1, 2016 from a sudden illness.  
He was a long standing member of 
Brindlee Mountain VFD in Morgan Co.  

Charles Hartin Loango passed 
away on August 30, 2016.  He was a 
founding member and served many 
years as Treasurer at the Loango VFD in 
Covington County.   
Terry McCullars, age 69, passed away 
August 30, 2016 after a courageous 
battle with cancer.  He was the president 
of Walker County Association of VFD 
and chief of Thach VFD.  McCullars 
is remembered as a true hero for his 
dedication and service to his community.  
He became a volunteer with Thach VFD 
in 1998 and had served the department 
as fire chief since 2007.  
Gary Vaughn passed away on August 
26, 2016.  He was a former Marine and 
then served as a firefighter for more 
than five years at the Quad Cities VFD in 
Calhoun County.  
Clayton Calloway passed away on 
August 16, 2016.  He was retired after 
33 years with the Garland VFD in Butler 
County.  
John Tillman passed away on August 7, 
2016.  He was a chief and longtime 
member of the Wing VFD in Covington 
County.
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